CITY OF AUDUBON

Est. 1872

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

Special Meeting
September 16, 2025 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall

1. CALL TO ORDER: Meeting called to order by Mayor Tyler Lende at 5:33 pm.

2. ROLL CALL
2.01 Members Present: Melissa Hiemenz, Kevin Hamernik, David Johnson and Tyler Lende.
2.02 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Ben Weidemann, Mandy Lynch, Jacob Lorsung, Alex Molacek,
and Adam Simon.
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. APPROVE AGENDA
M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Johnson to approve agenda.
5. DISCUSS ISSUES TABLED FROM RM_9_8_25
5.01 Requests for council action: heard by council at last meeting, no action required at this
time. We are here to discuss the complaints citizens have made regarding their
neighbors, and to consider the lawfulness of administrative citations issued to the
Hughes.

5.01.11 Administrative citations issued so far=15 totaling $1500 plus interest.

5.01.2 Hughes’ complaints: read last meeting

5.01.3 Myers’ complaints started in 2022, made again in 2023 and most recent
complaint sent the day before council meeting: stated that emergency vehicle
access is obstructed by the mess at Hughes’

5.01.4 Bakken states that city council hired the officer who issued the administrative
citations which are then enforced by officer. It is not common but the council can
vote to overturn the citations but that would be stating their own ordinance doesn’t
need to be observed.

5.01.5 Mayor Lende retrieves the book of ordinances and asks Wiedemann for the copies
of the citations given to Hughes’.

5.01.6 Citations given state that the Hughes are in violation of Ordinance 179 sub. B:
Inoperable Vehicles. His first ordinance violation stated it was based in upholding
Ordinance 162, which is the ordinance #179 was based in-amended in 2024. This
typo can be corrected easily.

5.01.7 Matt Hughes states that he does not have to put up any fence because they have
been operating like this for years and the property is “grandfathered in.”

5.01.8 Bakken explains that building and zoning compliance are examples of things that
can be “grandfathered in” but you cannot “grandfather in” a nuisance. He points



out that this is either a public nuisance that could lead to abatement, or the city can
decide this is not a public matter and let the neighbors work it out privately.

5.01.9 Hiemenz asks Matt Hughes if he will put up the fence. Hughes states that it is a
burden financially, and he is already burdened by these tickets. Says he will not be
pushed around. His lot has been the same since they moved in. Notes that their
neighbor with complaint has been seen on their property taking parts off an engine.

5.01.10 Wiedemann says the Ordinance is lawful and the violations need to be charged
and allowed to take their course.

5.01.11 Lende looks at both Ordinances #162 and #179 to find the original ordinance 162
is even more restrictive than current Ordinance #179.

5.01.12 Marjorie Hughes speaks on first citation given regarding loose dogs in March of
2025. Ordinance #162 was used on this citation in error. Bakken says this can easily
be fixed, he will handle making the correction. She questions the procedure for
administering tickets, and states that this should go to the court system. Hughes
goes on to say this is retaliation or they would have been cited for violations
previously. Says that Weidemann is weaponizing his badge and stalking her family.

5.01.13 Bakken says every day of non-compliance with Ordinance #179 can result in a
new ticket. Ordinance #174 regarding Administrative Violations explains that if the
citation goes unpaid for 7 days, a 10% late fee is applied.

5.01.14 Johnson states that Hughes’ will not pay for the tickets. If council were to dismiss
the charges, that would be going against their own ordinance and against precedent
as there is currently a misdemeanor case ongoing with another citizen for a
violation of the same ordinance. If council dismissed the tickets for Hughes, they
would have to change the ordinance and drop the case.

5.01.15 Bakken states this would be unacceptable as the city needs to avoid selective
prosecution and promote equal treatment for all citizens.

5.01.16 Wiedemann states that Mr. Hughes frequently curses at him and flips him off,
and he will continue to write him a ticket once a week until the fence is under
construction and progress can be seen.

5.01.17 Marjorie Hughes demands council read the entire ordinance #179 aloud.
Hiemenz complies with finding there is no mention of residential vs. commercial.

5.01.18 Resident in the audience: Mr. Tarnowski speaks up to say that the court will need
a preponderance of evidence.

5.01.19 Bakken states that abatement is out of court.

5.01.20 Johnson states that this is all beyond council to deal with and if the Hughes
refuse to pay, all the tickets will end up in criminal court regardless.

5.01.21 Weidemann will forward report for criminal charges, Bakken will correct the
ordinance number on the first administrative violation, Council will forward this on
to the court system to come to a judgement regarding the complaint against
Hughes.

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting: September 22nd

7. ADJOURNEMENT: 7:48 pm
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