
 

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
Special Meeting 

September 16th, 2024 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
1.01 Meeting called to order by Charles Barnett at 5:30 pm at Audubon City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL 
2.01 Members Present: Charles Barnett, Zakery Beckner, Brian Beto and 

Gabrielle Branchaud. 
2.02 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Ben Weidemann, and Karen Moe. 
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken via Zoom. 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
4. APPROVE AGENDA 

M/S/CU: Beto/ Branchaud to approve agenda with discussion: employee review must be moved to next 
meeting because full council must be present to review a department head.  

5. LOGO 
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beto to approve first logo on page. Thanks, expressed to Kyle Meachum. 

6. EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE: REPORT FROM COMMITTEE 
6.01 New idea: Qualified Small Employer HRA: Allows employees to choose their plan and 

then be re-imbursed for qualified medical expenses from the employer.  
6.01.1  The current budget of $400/month/employee will not make a dent in the proposed 

plans from Al Roth.  
6.01.2 Need to go over this again in another special meeting: September 30th, 2024. 
6.01.3 Council will have plan in place by October. 

M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beckner to postpone health insurance discussion for special meeting. 
7. INFRASTRUCTURE BONDING: REPORT FROM COMMITTEE 

7.01 KLN water tower report says repairs will be between $325,000 and $375,000. 
7.01.1 Repairs will need to begin in 1-2 years. 

7.02 Marweg and Beckner state committee plans to use rollover from last year’s budget and 
money from the water tower fund savings to pay for Preliminary Engineering Report. 

7.03 Branchaud questions why the city is using Moore Engineering and Beto responds that 
the city has had a standing contract with the company.  

7.04 Bonding can match 10-15% of total cost but can be up to 50%. 
7.05 Branchaud questions if merely repairing the water tower will suffice. Barnett responds 

that as long as the structure is structurally sound, repairs are adequate. 



7.06 Moe points out that as the population of the city grows, one day a new water tower may 
be necessary to keep up with consumption. 

7.07 Beckner spoke with Dan Poupane regarding the critical repairs to find that there is no 
danger to residents but the entire tower needs to be updated, not one particular area. 

7.08 Barnett states that the survey is necessary to get numbers for bonding bill. 
M/S: Beto/Beckner to approve Moore Engineering to begin Preliminary Engineering report necessary to 
seek bonding and Minnesota Rural Water grants. Beckner amends motion to add the caveat of using 
revenues from 2023 budget rollover and saved water tower funds to pay for the study. 
Roll Call: Barnett: Aye, Branchaud: Nay, Beto: Aye, Beckner: Aye 
Amended Motion passes 3:1 
Roll Call: Barnett: Aye, Branchaud: Nay, Beto: Aye, Beckner: Aye 
Original Motion passes 3:1 

8. ANNUAL EMPLOYMENT REVIEW: CLERK TREASURER EASTMAN 
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beckner to postpone review until Special Meeting on September 30th.  

9. ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
9.01 SPECIAL City Council Meeting: Monday September 30th, 2024 @ 5:30 pm. 
9.02 REGULAR City Council Meeting: Tuesday October 15th @ 5:30 pm. 

10. ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned at 6:30 pm. \ 
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