
 

 

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
Special Meeting 

JULY 1ST, 2024 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
2. ROLL CALL 

2.01 Members Present: Charles Barnett, Zakery Beckner, Brian Beto and Deborah 
Marweg. 

2.02 Members Absent: Gabrielle Branchaud. 
2.03 Staff Present: Meghan Eastman, Whitney Grossman, Ben Wiedemann. 
2.04 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken  

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
4. APPROVE AGENDA 

 M/S/CU: Beckner/Beto to approve agenda. Decide Jon Pauna should go first since he won’t 
take much time compared to the public hearing. 

1. MOORE ENGINERRING 
1.01 Jon Pauna is visiting with options for the future. 

1.01.1 Long term plan for development that is all in one grant. 
1.01.1.1 Sanitary sewer, streets, lift stations, controls, I and I issue, Water 

Tower Repairs, and other maintenance. 
1.01.1.2  Roll all issues into one large grant and complete improvements 

over a set amount of time in years. Need contractor sized project. 
1.01.1.3 Higher debt and lower median income make Audubon a good fit. 
1.01.1.4 Need preliminary audit report. 
1.01.1.5 Water tower being assessed this month, wasn’t great 20 years ago. 
1.01.1.6 Rural development helps with everything except buildings. 

M/S/CU: Beto/Beckner to approve fact finding and getting organized to pursue grant. 
2. PUBLIC HEARING: DANGEROUS DOG: *Barnett abstains* 

2.01 Police Chief Wiedemann’s Report 
2.01.1  Dog “Handsome” bit Ms. Christianson’s daughter on her neck and she was 

having breathing problems. Ms. Christianson reacted by taking daughter 
outside to the vehicle to seek medical attention. 
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2.01.2 Chief Wiedemann approached doorway of the home and witnessed a 
female apparently attempting to kennel the animal. She was not successful 
and the dog approached and bit officer Wiedemann in the back of the knee 
and upper back leg/thigh breaking the skin. EMS wrapped his wound and 
he took a statement from Ms. Christianson’s mother Francis. 

2.01.3  Officer Wiedemann went to the local emergency room, initiated a worker’s 
comp insurance claim giving statement to clerk treasurer Eastman.  

2.01.4 Legal council advised that the officer bring the dog “Handsome” to 
quarantine in the Marshmallow foundation as a standard precaution. 

2.02 Letter to Brittany Rose Christianson regarding dangerous dog. 
2.02.1 Officer Wiedemann deemed “Handsome” dangerous and decreed in his 

report that the animal be humanely euthanized to prevent future attacks. 
2.03 Letter from Brittany Rose Christianson regarding appeal. 

2.03.1  Ms. Christianson claims the dog is not dangerous although she admits that 
the bite to her daughter’s neck was unprovoked. 

2.04 Ms. Christianson goes on to explain at the hearing that her daughter picks on 
the dog and ultimately over time caused the dog to become violent toward her 
in retaliation for this behavior. She laments her decision to leave in haste with 
her daughter and wishes she had properly secured the animal in which case 
officer Wiedemann would have remained unharmed. She says the dog bit him 
in fear not in retaliation.  

2.05 Ms. Christianson states that Officer Wiedemann has been watching and 
intimidating her since the incident; parking and watching her play with the dog, 
and making her feel violated. She becomes emotional explaining the dog is like 
her baby and she has been having to take medication to deal with the stress. 
She says she raised him well since he was puppy and she takes him places such 
as pow-wows and he is very much loved by those who know him. 

2.06 Bakken states that there are two decisions to be made here. 
2.06.1 Decision #1: Whether to uphold the officer’s official ruling that the dog is 

indeed dangerous. Council could state that the dog is not dangerous but 
potentially dangerous, or no danger at all. 

2.06.2 Decision #2: How to deal with the situation once this is understood. This 
depends on whether they find the dog was provoked and whether there 
have been multiple victims or episodes. 

2.06.3 Ms. Christianson also would like to appeal against the ticket she was given 
for not having a current city registration on “Handsome.” She argues that 
she does not “live” in Audubon, she is staying with parents while looking for 
a home in Detroit Lakes. Bakken observes this would be a valid argument 
only for the first 30 days of her occupying her parent’s home with the dog. 
She has been staying there for 5 months.  

M/S/CU: Beckner/Marweg regarding Decision #1: Yes, the dog is dangerous  
2.07 Discussion: Ms. Christianson wonders how to proceed. Beckner asks Bakken if 

the dog can simply be moved out of town. Bakken states someone else would 
have to take him in and he would not be able to live in any city with a dangerous 
dog ordinance. 

M/S/CU: Beckner/Marweg regarding Decision #2: Yes, they are upholding Officer Wiedemann’s 
conclusion that the dog should be euthanized.  

2.08 Ms. Christianson is very upset, claims this is all political, and blames Officer 
Wiedemann for intimidating the dog by standing in their doorway. She states 
having a stranger coming into the home without an invitation is provocation 
enough for a dog and that she will not stop fighting.  



2.09 Resolution 2024-09 
M/S/CU: Beckner/Marweg: Adopt resolution changing 14 days to 30 in reference to the 
timeframe in which the dog must be destroyed to offer Ms. Christianson time to appeal in 
Becker County District Court, or to re-home the dog out of town. 
M/S/CU: Beto/Beckner: to uphold the ticket as she had been living in Audubon for 5 months at 
the time of the incident. They will allow the $25 fee to be paid with no interest. 

3. EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK REVIEW: Tabled until Branchaud’s return. 
4. ADJOURNMENT: 6:56 July 1st, 2024 
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