AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

Special Meeting
June 25t 2025 ~ 5 PM ~ Audubon City Hall

1. CALL TO ORDER: Meeting called to order by Mayor Tyler Lende at 5:35 pm.

2. ROLL CALL
2.01 Members Present: Melissa Hiemenz, Zak Beckner, Kevin Hamernick, and Tyler Lende.
2.02 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Ben Weidemann, and Adam Simon.
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken and Mandy Lynch.

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

. APPROVE AGENDA
M/S/CU: Hlemenz/ Beckner to approve agenda adding quote for Broadway Street repairs and the map
layout of the food forest so grant can be submitted. There was discussion regarding a resident who had
asked to be added to the agenda regarding a past due utility bill to the meeting but didn’t appear.
5. DISCUSSION REGARDING LAND SALE OF SOFT BALL FIELDS
5.01 Beckner presents information on the 10 acres of land west of the city which has
previously been used as softball fields.
5.02 They are in poor condition, no longer useable for softball. They are becoming a
nuisance as they need to be mowed but are not used.
5.03 A buyer had come forward last year with the intent of purchasing 2 acres of city
property. At that time, Moore engineering estimated that it would be $3000 to do a
land survey. Road construction would be about $50,000.
5.04 Realtors who were consulted believe a two-acre commercial lot in that area would sell
for about 40-50 thousand, for a total of about $200,000.
5.05 To get water and sewer run out to the lots, city streets would need to be torn up,
increasing the cost to us to about $320,000. This plus the road is about $370,000.
5.06 Hazards include drainage ditch as well as railroad tracks so we would benefit from
steering away from residential and would like to zone it as commercial.
5.07 Because of this cost, it would behoove the city to give a developer the land in order to
increase our tax base by about $100,000 which would be a huge benefit to the city.
5.08 If we were to do this ourselves, we would have to add an assessment to the properties
which would make it prohibitively expensive.
5.09 DEED grant available covers 50% of the development cost if we were to get a buyer to
purchase the land who could manufacture something and have several employees.
5.10 Beckner requests council discuss and decide whether we would be willing to sell the
land, to whom, and under what conditions.
5.11 Mayor Lende postulates adding a campground as opposed to selling it all.



5.11.1 Potential to add a picnic area and draw in tourists.

5.12 The grade of the land is such that we would not need a lift station to pump sewer.

5.13 Neighbor to softball field who owns trucking company interested in land.

5.14 Beckner thinks there should be an agreement in place regarding how the buyer will
develop the land to increase the development of the city, not end up with a stagnant
portion to the west of town.

M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz: motion to support the selling of the 10 acres parcel of land west of 8th Street
and north of Falcon Street, but not to pursue it if there will be an increase in taxes to Audubon citizens.

5.15 Bakken states there may be an issue with whether the land is actually a part of city
limits and will do more research.

5.16 Beckner would like the land to be put up on the city website to avoid the appearance of
anyone or business having any kind of advantage.

5.17 Simon wonders how we can present this without first committing to zoning it.

5.18 Bakken states we will need a public hearing before we can zone it.

6. FOOD FOREST: created in consultation with Country Fields Greenhouse presented.

6.01 Consensus is to approve the plan as it has been designed by an expert.

7. HENDRICK’S ROAD MAINTENANCE: Gravel and blading $1,875
M/S/CU: Beckner/Lend motion to accept Hendrick’s quote.
8. ADJOURNMENT: 5:55 PM
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