
 

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
Special Meeting 

January 28th, 2026 ~ 4 PM ~ Audubon City Hall 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
1.01 Mayor Tyler Lende calls meeting to order at 4:03 pm. 

2. ROLL CALL 
2.01 Members Present: Melissa Hiemenz, David Johnson, and Tyler Lende. 
2.02 Employees: Meghan Eastman, Adam Simon, Ben Wiedemann, and Jake Lorsung. 
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
4. APPROVE AGENDA 

M/S/CU: Johnson/Hiemenz to approve agenda 
5. SALES TAX REFERRENDUM  

5.01 Discussion and any developments regarding submission to MN state legislators. 
5.01.1  Eastman reports that the MN Department of Revenue has reviewed Audubon’s 

yearly sales and estimates that a 5% sales tax would garner approximately 
$20,000/year.  

5.01.2  If the resolution is approved, we have 2 years to get it on the ballot. 
5.01.3  Johnson says this is a step in the right direction and that we should speak with 

Bollig regarding next steps. 
5.01.4   Bakken states that this will help but we will need to pursue other sources of 

funding.  
5.02 Resolution 2026_7 to support the authority to impose a local sales tax to fund 

specific capital improvements providing regional benefit, to establish the duration 
of the tax and the revenue to be raised by the tax, and to authorize the city to issue 
bonds supported by the sales tax revenue. 

M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Johnson to approve submitting resolution to the MN state legislature to request 
implementation of a 5% sales tax for the City of Audubon over 20 years or up to $400,000 in revenue, 
whichever comes first.  

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next regular meeting February 9th, 2026.   
7. ADJOURNEMENT @ 4:13 pm 
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