
 

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting 

July 14th, 2025 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER: Meeting called to order by Mayor Tyler Lende at 5:34 pm. 
2. ROLL CALL 

2.01 Members Present: Melissa Hiemenz, Zak Beckner, Kevin Hamernick, and Tyler Lende. 
2.02 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Ben Weidemann, and Adam Simon. 
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken, and Mandy Lynch. 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
4. APPROVE AGENDA 

M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Beckner to approve agenda. 
5. CONSENT AGENDA – These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by one 

motion, with no separate discussion: unless a Council member or citizen so requests. At which point the 
item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda.  
5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: regular meeting held on June 23rd, 2025 and 

special meeting held on June 25th, 2025. 
5.02 Cash Balances 
5.03 Revenue Guideline 

M/S/CU: Beckner/ Hiemenz to approve consent agenda-one correction of Barnett’s name to drop the e, 
and to move him from the Guest portion of the agenda to the New Business portion. 

6. DISPURSEMENTS  
6.01 Payment Reports 
6.02 Final Bills  
6.03 Payroll 

M/S/CU: Beckner/ Hiemenz to approve disbursements 
7. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to 

hear from members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes, 
unless otherwise determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked to limit their comments to not more than 
3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. The council requests that all comments be in keeping with, 
and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council will not 
respond to comments at the time of the guest’s spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to be a 
discussion, comments, or a decision it will be taken up at the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility of 
future council agenda items. Thank you for attending. 
7.01 LPA Baseball Association: Baseball field updates 

7.01.1 Not affiliated with the schools, this league plays during the summer in Audubon. 
Would like to make improvements to the field such as painting with colors and 



improving bases and pitcher’s mound. Parents and players are available to help 
with labor, and are also undertaking a fundraiser to raise the needed money.  

M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to approve city to help purchase remodeling materials under $1500.  
7.02 Charles Barnette: Sunshine Edition 

8. RESCUE DEPARTMENT REPORT: 9 calls  
9. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

9.01 Fire Chief was injured in an accident recently, former Fire Chief Wiedenmeyer 
appeared in his place and will be filling in until Molacek is fit for duty.  

10. POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
10.01 Sighting of a bear in town: Chief Weidemann notes that if livestock or children are 

threatened, armed citizens may protect them/themselves and/or notify the authorities.  
11. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 

11.01 New Locks on hydrants 
11.02 New Computer: didn’t work with dual monitors and was returned. Old computer usable 

but not ideal. Hiemenz notes Indigi-fix should have ordered the correct style.  
11.03 Meeting with Moore Engineering: Ponds and potential for grants 

11.03.1 Erosion and Rock sloughing are keeping Simon from using full depth of ponds.  
11.03.2 Well inspection: aging and needing service/replacement. Beckner suggests 

replacing one per year for the next 3 years. Servicing is 10-12 thousand dollars for 
all, while a replacement is $10,000. We will add to budget meeting July 28th. 

11.03.3 Water report: 1.3 million gallons pumped, 961,000 gallons sold, 40,000 gallons 
backwashed, and 350,000 gallons not accounted for. Leaks account for many of 
these gallons, but routes need to be adjusted monthly to insure all residents are 
paying a bill.  

12. CLERK/TREASURER 
12.01 Food Forest Grant: Country Fields greenhouse has set aside our trees. 

12.01.1 Timeline: when to plant, volunteer availability  
12.01.1.1 Council members willing to help; potential with summer baseball league. 
12.01.1.2 Beckner would like the greenhouse to stake out land to prepare.  
12.01.1.3 Looking at end of August date: we will confirm at August meeting. 

12.01.2 Tree Sponsorship Form (12 available): form going out to claim spots.  
12.02 Moore Engineering: Initiating USDA Grant application: in progress currently 
12.03 Bollig Engineering: Energy and Technology Audit being scheduled to prepare for USDA 

Grant application: requires publication in local paper and public meeting-August 11th.  
M: Beckner to approve sending all materials to previous subcontractor YHR. 
Motion Failed: No Second  
M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Hamernik to approve Bollig Engineering proceed with technology and energy audit. 

12.04 Green Step City potential: watched youtube: consensus is to draw up resolution. 
12.05 Meeting Zooms: YouTube option, videos are too long, looking at other options. 
12.06 SRC Committee/Partnership 4 Health Public Meeting 

12.06.1  Community Center 5-7 pm July 24th 
12.06.2 Plan for games 
12.06.3 Budget for food: working with Al’s to eliminate waste 
12.06.4 Handout and post card distribution 

M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to approve $600 budget for community picnic. 
13. DEPUTY CLERK 

13.01.1 Utility Shut Off’s: Shut off notices out: accounts pending disconnect. 
M/S/CU: Lende/Hiemenz move to push account shut-offs scheduled for Friday to Monday just this time.  

13.01.2 Nuvei: Rollout postponed until credentials are received by Nuvei from the IRS. 
13.01.3 Clarification: fee application and outstanding balance for Eagle Street resident. 
13.01.4 Notary certification received, registration pending. 
13.01.5 Trainings 

13.01.5.1 LMC Clerk’s Academy Staples: $250 request approval 
M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Hamernik approve Lynch LMC training in Staples this September. 

13.01.5.2 Banyon live training in Bloomington: will provide estimate next month. 
13.01.5.3 Citizens with wells: Beckner asks about progress 



13.01.5.3.1  Boring may be required. Rough estimate of 4-5 thousand from Elsner 
Well Drilling. Brandon and Heimelgarten could be completed in one 
day. We could potentially assess this to their taxes (Park Rapids does 
this over 5 year periods). Needs to be completed soon. Simon will get 
more quotes.  

13.01.5.4 Beckner asks Lynch how we are insuring meters are all read. Lynch and 
Simon explain that route schedules are being updated, reports are being run 
and distributed to Simon who can check on the working order of any 
malfunctioning meters or those which had previously been estimating.  

14. ATTORNEY: No Action Items 
15. OLD BUSINESS 

15.01 City Land for Sale: Beckner and Lende met with a potential buyer, now an appraisal is 
necessary to know how much it is worth. Eilertson has been used previously. 

M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to approve contacting Eilertson to conduct an appraisal. 
16. NEW BUSINESS 

16.01 Charles Barnett: states he requested data from Moore Engineering and did not receive 
any. He is being assessed $17,000 by the city for the resurfacing of his road. He says it 
is now cracking and falling apart. It is intended to last for 25-40 years.  

16.01.1 Road is now cracking: he would like the city to change the total assessments from 
the amount owed to the amount owed if it had simply been milled or overlayed. He 
says the quality was not of the caliber which the residents paid for.  

16.01.2 Pauna from Moore Engineering states that the engineering firm is not beholden 
to the data practice request standards that the local government must observe. 

16.01.3 Beckner states that it is difficult to get the information and they do not yet have it 
from Moore.  

16.01.4 Barnette wants to see the results of the compaction tests that are required when 
undertaking road construction. He speculates that boring tests were not completed 
and that Moore engineering is not producing them because they do not have them.  

16.01.5 Lende asks how long the assessments have been being paid. Pauna says 2021.  
16.01.6 Central Specialties completed the work, Barnett says a crack runs atop any gas or 

electricity lines in the city. He wants what he and his neighbors paid for.  
16.01.7 Pauna says the road was built to standards of highways and this is wear and tear.  
16.01.8 Hiemenz states she will drive by and take a look. Beckner is trying to set up a 

meeting with the vendor to assess further. We will revisit next month.  
16.02 Accepting the resignation of councilwoman Marweg. 

M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Beckner to approve Resolution 2025-15 accepting councilwoman Marweg’s 
resignation from the Audubon City Council. 

16.02.1 Public notice of vacancy: will be posted at City Hall. 
16.02.2 Application to fill vacancy: will be posted on the city website and Indeed.  

17. VISION: ADA Compliance 
17.01 Beckner says we need to get the park bathrooms compliant and quit wasting money on 

the compliant porta-potty. Because it is a necessity, suggests the bathrooms be altered 
to a family style layout. Minimal fixtures would need to be purchased such as grab bars 
and sinks at the appropriate height. He will also follow up on the reason that the 
playground grant was denied.  

18. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting: July 28th-Budget Workshop 
19. ADJOURNEMENT @ 7:56 PM 
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