CITY OF AUDUBON

EsL. 1872

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

Regular Meeting
June 9th, 2025 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall

1. CALLTO ORDER
1.01 Meeting called to order by Mayor Tyler Lende at 5:30 pm

2. ROLL CALL
2.01 Members Present: Melissa Hiemenz, Deb Marweg, Kevin Hamernick, and Tyler Lende.
2.02 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Ben Weidemann, Adam Simon, Jake Lorsung, and Alex
Molacek.
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken and Mandy Lynch.

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. APPROVE AGENDA
M/S/CU: Marweg/ Hiemenz to approve agenda.

5. CONSENT AGENDA — These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by one
motion, with no separate discussion: unless a Council member or citizen so requests. At which point the
item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda.

5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: regular meeting on May 29th, 2025.
5.02 Cash Balances
5.03 Revenue Guideline
M/S/CU: Marweg/ Hiemenz to approve consent agenda except the minutes from May 29th, 2025.

6. DISPURSEMENTS
6.01 Payment Reports
6.02 Final Bills
6.03 Payroll: Clarification should be sought in the future regarding employee raise effective

date vs. employment anniversary date.

6.03.1 Mayor Lende’s compensation for assistance with a water leak is called into
question by Marweg citing that the mayor was approved to help as a temporary
office fill-in but not approved to assist with Public Works.

6.03.2 Citizen Marjorie Hughes joins from the audience in questioning the dollar
amount the mayor has been paid and whether there is a limit on how much the city
will be compensating the mayor for his help. She notes the mayor has performed
many services for the city, but states taxpayers are not pleased with his being paid.
Suggestions are made to continue this discussion with more citizens to plan to
attend the meeting on the 231 of June.

M/S/CU: Marweg/Hiemenz to approve disbursements.



7. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to
hear from members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes,
unless otherwise determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked to limit their comments to not more than
3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. The council requests that all comments be in keeping with,
and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council will not
respond to comments at the time of the guest’s spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to be a
discussion, comments, or a decision it will be taken up at the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility of
future council agenda items. Thank you for attending.

7.01 Jason Bergstrand: Partnership of for Health-Food Forest Potential

7.01.1 Bergstrand has a background of 15 years spent improving the lives of Minnesotans
through pursuing health food access. Currently funding is available through
October 15t, in the amount of $2,500-$2,800 which could potentially fund the
purchase of 20-30 trees.

M/S/CU: Marweg/Hiemenz to approve Eastman to apply for grant.
7.02 Raymond Cook: Maguire Water Tower Quote. Analyzed the KLM Engineering Report to
produce estimate for painting and maintenance of water tower.

7.02.1 $300,000 could be made in payments over 4 or 5 years to lock in current rates.

7.02.2 Fire Chief Molacek asks how they would respond if a fire call came in-pump will
just have to run 24/7. It can’t be helped if there is not a second tower, this happens
in small towns every day.

7.02.3 Seasonal work, if we would like to begin in 26, we should lock in the price in ’25.

7.03 Marjorie Hughes: Summerfest Events that are going online and on the calendar.

7.03.1 Also, notes that citizens are concerned regarding Mayor’s comments toward a

council member and would like the council to adopt a code of ethics.
7.04 Brad Cossette-

7.04.1 FM Recreational; would like the curb-stop at 285 15t Street for the building he
demolished earlier this year to be moved as it does not work and may cause trouble
this winter if there is a leak. In addition, it is in a bad location intermingled with gas
and power lines and will need a sucker truck to identify.

7.04.2 Apartment building at 285 15t Street: Driveway is a portion of Audubon city street
and the potholes are several inches deep making access by tenants a challenge.

7.05 Jeremy Drinkwine: Regarding payment plan on outstanding water bill. Concern that
there may have been some type of leak to increase usage beyond a reasonable level.
Needs to keep water on for children to stay with him. City will investigate increased
usage to see if there is a leak and install a new water meter.
M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Marweg to accept pledge to pay.
8. RESCUE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Ten Calls

9. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
9.01 Five Calls for Service
9.02 Slip on Tank Grant: no cost to the city.
9.03 Chief requests updates regarding any movement on water tower repairs.
10. POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT
10.01 180 Calls for Service
10.02 150 Traffic Stops
10.03 Compensation for Administrative Hearing Official: Mike Erickson (Bail Bondsman)
M/S/CU: Marweg/Hiemenz to approve $20/admin hearing as payment to Erickson for presiding.
10.04 Summer Fest Fun: Will hold bicycle rodeo at the Copper Loon.
11. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT
11.01 Sweeny Computer Quote: Option A vs. Option B-would prefer option A.
11.02 Ponds: Alum being applied presently.
11.03 City Streets: Leak near Falcon Street and 6t Street: Artesian well not leak, resolved.
11.04 MN Pumpworks: pumps on S side of interstate need a lot of work.
11.05 Bad Boys Towing Culvert: Simon Following up-plans to feed support sleeve through
opening to allow liquid to move through without further damage to roadway.
11.06 Lock Code on Shop: purchased and functioning.

12. CLERK/TREASURER



12.01 Partnership 4 Health Public Meeting: waiting for final date. We will serve hotdogs from
Alsager’s, chips, bottled water, and some type of dessert.
12.02 West Central MN Food Council: Food Forest Grant Opportunity: discussed and
approved in “guest” portion of meeting.
12.03 Nuvei Progress: Rolling out at the end of June for email/paperless billing.
12.03.1 Utility Deposit: Detroit Lakes charges two times the monthly bills.
12.03.2 Credit Check Options: too expensive to run on each citizen.

13. DEPUTY CLERK
13.01 Lifetime Pet License: streamline process, instead of having 77 options for fees depending
on sex of animal, whether animal is intact, and how many years license will cover.
13.01.1 The point of the license is to ensure vaccinations are up to date, which can be
tracked by the deputy clerk with letters issued yearly to residents with animals.
13.02 Office Safe: Would like to begin doing daily deposit drop, secure all cash daily through
attaching safe via bolts to the floor, keeping cash on hand at a minimum.
M/S/CU: Marweg/Hiemenz approve spending $250 on roll top office safe.
13.03 Policy on Utility Shut off’s.
M/S/CU: Marweg/Hiemenz to table this issue until Beckner’s return.
14. ATTORNEY: no action items.
15. OLD BUSINESS
16. NEW BUSINESS:
16.01 New Post for Little Library
M/S/CU: Marweg/Hiemenz approve Simon to repair library with donated materials from Mayor Lende.
16.02 City Land for Sale: Softball fields are not used; parties may be interested in developing.
M/S/CU: Marweg/Hiemenz to table this issue for the time being.
16.03 Schedule budget workshop
M/S/CU: Lende/Hiemenz to discuss the date of the budget workshop upon Beckner’s return.
17. VISION
17.01 Possibilities for use of space in the City Hall building.
17.01.1 Public Computers
17.01.2 Laundromat
17.01.3 Food Shelf
17.01.4 Free Store
18. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting: June 231
19. ADJOURNEMENT @ 8:33
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