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AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

3.
4.

M/S/CU:

5.

Regular Meeting
June 10th, 2024 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall

CALLTO ORDER
1.01 Meeting called to order by Charles Barnett at 5:30 pm at Audubon City Hall.
ROLL CALL
2.01 Members Present: Charles Barnett, Zakery Beckner, Deborah Marweg, and Brian Beto.
2.02 Members Not Present: Gabrielle Branchaud.
2.03 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Jacob Lorsung, Chris Wiedenmeyer, Dan Lubbesmeyer, Ben
Weidemann, Whitney Grossman.
2.04 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
APPROVE AGENDA
Beto/Marweg to approve agenda.
PUBLIC HEARING
5.01 Ordinance 180
5.01.1  Mayor Barnett calls 3 times for anyone to speak regarding public hearing.
5.01.2  Hearing none, Mayor Barnett moves ahead with meeting
5.02 Resolution 2024-8 to vacate a street.
5.02.1 Mayor Barnett calls 3 times for anyone to speak regarding public hearing.
5.02.2 Hearing none, Mayor Barnett moves ahead with meeting
CONSENT AGENDA — These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by
one motion, with no separate discussion: unless a Council member or citizen so requests. At
which point the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the
agenda.
6.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: regular meeting on 05/13/2024, and special
meetings 05/20/2024 and 05/23/2024.
6.02 Income Statements and Cash Balances
6.03 Payroll
6.04 Rescue President’s Report
6.05 Fire Chief’s Report
6.06 Police Chief’s Report
6.07 Public Works/Maintenance Worker's Report
6.08 Utility Billing Clerk’s Report
6.09 Clerk/Treasurer’s Report

M/S/CU: Beto/Marweg to approve Consent agenda with discussion: Beckner asks Eastman about
donation budget being listed as 3,000% higher than expected. Eastman explained that is because we do
not put donations in the budget as a line item we expect to be generating revenue.


https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/May%20City%20Council/Laws%20and%20Police/Proposed%20Ordinance%20180%20Regulating%20Use%20of%20Cannabis%20in%20Public.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/COOP/Resolution%20Vacating%20Street%20and%20Notice%20of%20Completion%20(002).pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Agendas%20and%20Minutes/RM_5_13_24_Minutes.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Agendas%20and%20Minutes/SM_5_20_24_MINUTES.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Agendas%20and%20Minutes/SM_5_23_24_MINUTES.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Banyon%20Reports/May%20income%20statments.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Banyon%20Reports/May%20cash%20balances.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Payroll/May%20Payroll's%20Combined.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Payroll/May%20Payroll's%20Combined.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/February%20City%20Council/Rescue%20Report.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/February%20City%20Council/Rescue%20Report.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/February%20City%20Council/police/January%202024%20Chief's%20Report.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/February%20City%20Council/police/January%202024%20Chief's%20Report.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Police/May%202024%20Monthly%20Audubon%20Police%20Report.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Public%20Works/6%20June%202024%20PW%20Report.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Public%20Works/6%20June%202024%20PW%20Report.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Clerk/Clerk's%20Report.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Clerk/Clerk's%20Report.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Clerk/Clerk's%20Report.pdf

7. DISBURSEMENTS

7.01 Final Bills & Checks
7.02 Expenditure Guideline
M/S/CU: Beto/Beckner to approve dispursements

8. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to
hear from members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes,
unless otherwise determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked to limit their comments to not more than 3
minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. The council requests that all comments be in keeping with, and
contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council will not
respond to comments at the time of the guest’s spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to be a
discussion, comments, or a decision it will be taken up at the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility of
future council agenda items. Thank you for attending.

8.01 Marjorie Hughes: Summerfest updates and requests.
8.01.1 Closure of 4th St. approved by Becker County.
8.01.2 Has several sponsorships, seeking $2,500 sponsorship from the city.
8.01.2.1  Council will consider covering mosquito spraying. Eastman to seek quotes.
8.01.2.2 Special Meeting Tuesday June 18t to discuss after further contemplation.
8.01.3 Council consensus: OK to spruce up the park’s bathrooms which are currently
under construction. Plan to use curtains as there are no doors.
8.01.4 Needs from the city: use of trailer for Little Miss/Mr. Summerfest pageant.
8.02 Jon Pauna: Moore Engineering; Question and answer session regarding road work.
8.02.1 Pauna explains two ways to look at needed projects
8.02.1.1  Small scale: One or two roadways at a time with city money for repairs.
8.02.1.2 Large scale: Rural Development Project: water tower, lagoon, lift stations.
8.02.1.2.1 Cities with the most debt eligible for more grants.
8.02.1.2.1.1  Current debt + Operation and maintenance=New Debt
8.02.1.2.1.2  Current debt=sewer so we are already close to qualification.
8.02.1.2.1.3  Could include any street with sewer underneath.
8.02.1.3 Grants reduce the need to increase our tax levy (benefiting citizens as they
won’t have that liability) and have longer terms with lower interest.
8.02.1.4 Jon will bring proposal to Special Meeting July 1st, 2024.
8.02.1.5 Requirements will include environmental report and engineering report

9. RESCUE
9.01 Thirteen rescue calls this month.
9.02 Quote for new lights for the side of the Tahoe: covered by capital outlay.
M/S/CU: Beckner/Beto to approve side running board lights for Tahoe to improve visibility.
10. FIRE DEPARTMENT
10.01 No action items.

11. POLICE DEPARTMENT
11.01 No action items.

12.PUBLIC WORKS
12.01 Taves Construction Street Repair Quote
12.01.1 Tabled until SM with Jon Pauna.
12.02 Maybel’s Utility Easement
12.02.1 Tabled until such time as Beckner and Chad from Maybel’s can speak on matter.

13.UTILITY BILLING CLERK
13.01 Office needs
13.01.1  Chair
13.01.1.1 Consensus: chair for billing clerk, standing desks for both clerks ok’d
under procurement policy at utility billing clerk’s discretion to order.
13.01.2 Computers for Utility Billing and Fire Department
13.01.2.1 Indigi-fix working on options, will report next meeting June 18th.
13.02 Flag Options
13.02.1 Beto would like more research into Frazee VFW flag experts/options.
13.02.2 No MN or POWMIA flag will be chosen, only national flag.
13.03 Resident Complaints



https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Banyon%20Reports/Early%20May%20Checks%20Sent.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Banyon%20Reports/_Expenditure%20Guideline%20Sum%C2%A9.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Rescue/New%20lights%20for%20Taho.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Public%20Works/Copy%20of%20Street%20Work%20Proposal.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Public%20Works/Mabels%20Utility%20Easement%202024.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Utility%20Billing%20Clerk/Chair%20Options.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Utility%20Billing%20Clerk/flag%20options.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Utility%20Billing%20Clerk/Citizen%20Complaints.pdf

14.CLERK/TREASURER
14.01 Transportation Fiscal Year Forecast
14.02 Election Judges 2024
14.03 Emergency Notification System
14.03.1 Tabled awaiting information on price increases and Indigi-fix options.
14.04 Health Insurance Benefit Lynnsey Wimmer Insurance agent explains this is best
option. Only questions surround how to pay on payroll before taxes and how to pay
insurance provider monthly. Eastman to follow up with Banyon.
14.04.1 ICHRA Handout/Explanation Booklet
14.04.2 Current Handbook Language
14.04.3 LMC Moden Benefit Handbook Language
14.05 Security Cameras: Awaiting input from Indigi-fix during June 18th meeting.
14.06 Grant Writing Training: Consensus is this would benefit Audubon and fit the budget.
15.ATTORNEY
15.01 No action items.
16.0LD BUSINESS
16.01 Ordinance 179
M/S/CU: Beckner/Marweg to approve Ordinance 179
16.02 Ordinance 180
M/S/CU: Marweg/Beckner to approve Ordinance 180
16.03 Maybel’s Easement: Tabled per Beckner re: Chad from Maybel’s
16.04 Personnel Handbook Review: Tabled for Branchaud’s next meeting.
17.NEW BUSINESS
17.01 Resolution 2024-8 to vacate a street.
17.02 Map of street vacation.
M/S/CU: Beto/Marweg to approve Resolution 2024-8 to vacate street in legal description.
17.03 Dan Lubbesmeyer annual review: tabled for full council as he is a department head.
18.VISION
19. ANNOUNCEMENTS: SPECIAL City Council Meetings June 18t and July 1st.
REGULAR City Council Meeting — Monday July 8th, @ 5:30 PM
20. ADJOURNMENT



https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Clerk/Transportation%20Advancement%20Fund%20Transfer%20Amounts.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Clerk/Audubon%20Election%20Judges%202024.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Clerk/emergency%20notification.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Clerk/medica.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Healthcare%20Benefits/Benefits%20Toolkit%20-%20ICHRA.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Healthcare%20Benefits/Current%20Audubon%20Handbook%20Health%20Benefits.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Healthcare%20Benefits/LMC%20Model%20Benefit%20Language.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Clerk/security%20cameras.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/Clerk/Grant%20Writing%20Class.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/May%20City%20Council/Laws%20and%20Police/Ordinance%20179%20amending%20162%20-%20Nuisance%20Parking%20%20Storage.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/May%20City%20Council/Laws%20and%20Police/Proposed%20Ordinance%20180%20Regulating%20Use%20of%20Cannabis%20in%20Public.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/COOP/Resolution%20Vacating%20Street%20and%20Notice%20of%20Completion%20(002).pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/June%20City%20Council/COOP/pdf%20highlighting%20western%20portion%20of%20street%20closure.pdf
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