
 

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting 

May 29th, 2025 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
1.01 Meeting called to order by Mayor Tyler Lende at 5:30 pm 

2. ROLL CALL  
2.01 Members Present: Zakery Beckner, Melissa Hiemenz, Deb Marweg, Kevin Hamernick, 

and Tyler Lende. 
2.02 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Ben Weidemann, Adam Simon, Jake Lorsung, and Alex 

Molacek. 
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken, Nate Fabre, and Mandy Lynch.  

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
4. APPROVE AGENDA 

M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to approve agenda. 
5. CONSENT AGENDA – These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by one motion, with 

no separate discussion: unless a Council member or citizen so requests. At which point the item will be removed from 
the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda.  
5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: special meeting on May 2nd and regular meeting on 

May 12th. 
5.01.1   Marweg inquired regarding the emergency meeting held on May 2nd.  
5.01.2   Eastman stated interviews were held up until that date. Lynch applied 5/2, met all 

of the qualifications, and was approved by the hiring committee pending a 
reference and background check and contingent on Kelly Services Contract.  

5.01.3   Council was made aware of the decision except for Marweg as she was a candidate.  
5.01.4  All candidates were informed of the decision upon Eastman’s return to the office 

May 12th by Indeed or mail.  
5.02 Cash Balances 
5.03 Revenue Guideline  

M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to approve consent agenda. 
Roll Call: Lende ~ Aye ~ Hiemenz ~ Aye ~ Marweg ~ Nay~ Beckner ~ Aye ~ Hamernick ~ Aye 
Motion Passes 4:1 

6. DISPURSEMENTS  
6.01 Payment Reports 
6.02 Final Bills  



6.03 Payroll 
M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Beckner to approve disbursements. 

7. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to 
hear from members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes, 
unless otherwise determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked to limit their comments to not more than 
3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. The council requests that all comments be in keeping with, 
and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council will not 
respond to comments at the time of the guest’s spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to be a 
discussion, comments, or a decision it will be taken up at the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility of 
future council agenda items. Thank you for attending. 
7.01 Paul Hurner: Not present. Simon spoke with him regarding the curb damage that 

Westland Construction did near the school and advised him to call the school.  
7.02 Nate: Indigi-fix; joined later in meeting.  
7.03 Bollig Engineering 

8. RESCUE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
8.01 Radio grant has come in from the state.  

9. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
9.01 New extrication equipment was put into use 5/28. 
9.02 40K check missing as well as pump test paperwork.  

10. POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
10.01 Police Chief 2-year review moved to closed meeting after council meeting. Results in a 

favorable review and raise in Police Chief’s hourly wage to $42.34. 
11. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 

11.01 Sweeny Computer Quote 
11.01.1 Discussion: Beckner explains we had planned to complete in phases. Eastman: 

explains history of this agenda item being tabled until July of 2024, then approved 
for Indigi-Fix to build for $2 k. Benefits of Scada are that Simon can address alerts 
from his cell phone improving response time and saving travel time.  

11.01.2 Hiemenz: Scada will help Simon and is in favor of Option 2 rather than 
completing in phases. Beckner: says we have to get a computer. Hiemenz suggests 
we discuss later in the meeting with Arvig discussion.  

M/S/CU: Beckner/Marweg to pick Option C and move ahead with water plant computer. 
11.02 Pond Phosphorous 

11.02.1 Simon is increasing Allum due to high levels. Another option for maintenance 
costs around $4,500 per year vs. to $25,000. Simon has a meeting in the morning. 

11.03 City Streets 
11.03.1 Falcon and 3rd Street: Asphalt patching 

11.03.1.1 Two quotes received, one still awaiting  
11.03.1.1.1 Driveway Services at $6,080  
11.03.1.1.2 FM Asphalt at $13,800.  
11.03.1.1.3 Still waiting for Howard’s Driveway. 

M/S/CU: Hiemenz and Beckner: to move forward with Driveway Services quote.  
11.03.2 Martin and 3rd Street: Curb damage near school 

11.03.2.1       Beckner/Lende to meet with the school regarding repairs. 
11.03.2.2 Beckner and Hiemenz think this should be fixed 

11.03.3 Front Street Culvert in front of Bad Boys Towing 
11.03.3.1 Culvert is failing. Beckner and Simon to look at it before the June 9th 

meeting.  
11.03.3.2 Hiemenz asks Simon to get a quote so motion can be passed to complete 

repairs at the next meeting.  
11.03.4 Leak near Falcon Street and 6th Street 

11.03.4.1 Simon will hire an excavation crew to dig up the week of 6/2 to find leak.  
11.04 Maintenance Assistant 

11.04.1 Hiring Committee 
11.04.1.1 Hiemenz and Beckner volunteer to sit on the committee.  

11.04.2 Weidemann notes a local residence with long grass. Council asks him to make 
contact the owner before the city gets involved with cutting it.  



11.05 Posting of CCR to next utility bill 
11.06 Baseball coach wants a new lock on the concession closet. Consensus is to approve. 

12. CLERK/TREASURER 
12.01 Deputy Clerk position 

12.01.1 Starla & Tom Tarnowski address the Council with concerns regarding procedure 
of listing opening and closing dates in the job listing for a new Deputy Clerk.  

12.01.1.1 Beckner states that the consensus was to take down Indeed posting but 
people are still able to apply until a position is filled.  

12.01.2 Eastman explains that there is a requirement to hold a meeting for public 
comment on both our Partnership 4 Health Grant and our work with MN DOT who 
plan to resurface highway 10. She will discuss with the fire department to pick a 
date for a city meeting including food and beverages as well as a talks regarding 
plans for both efforts to be followed by question-and-answer sessions.  

12.02 Nuvei Progress: Roll out scheduled for June of 2015. 
12.03 West Central MN Food Council: Food Forest Grant Opportunity: Jason Bergstrand will 

be at next meeting after meeting with Eastman at City Park to discuss next steps.  
12.04 City Wide Clean-Up: May 31st  
12.05 Fee Revision/Reconsideration 

12.05.1 ROW Permit Fee 
M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to approved $25 base fee for excavation within city limits with additional 
fees defined on worksheet of application.  

12.05.2 Special Investigation Fee: Building Permit fee will double if it is not secured in 
advance of the building project. 

12.05.3 Summerfest and Farmer’s Market Banners 
M/S/CU: Beckner/Marweg to approve spending $1,000 to print and buy banners. 

13. ATTORNEY 
13.01 Mabel’s Easement 

13.01.1 Jonah from Becker County has approved the approach. 
13.01.2 Shane Bakken can steak out the right-of-way so an approach can be built.  
13.01.3 Simon states that it has been 3 years since MN pump works has serviced that 

pump and The City could be fined, ultimately putting Simon’s license in danger 
M/S/CU: Lende/Hiemenz: motion to flag off construction area and begin building the approach.  

14. OLD BUSINESS 
14.01 Lachowitzer driveway 

14.01.1 Simon filled in pot-holes and is working on filling in dip.  
14.02 Arvig: Fiber, Network, Video Cameras, Managed Access 
14.03 Beckner says there are too many concerns to address already, we should push to 2026. 

M/S: Beckner/Marweg: to move this discussion to 2026 budget meeting. 
Roll Call: Lende ~ Nay ~ Hiemenz ~ Aye ~ Marweg ~ Aye ~ Beckner ~ Aye ~ Hamernick ~ Aye 
Motion Passes 4:1  

14.04 Community Farmer’s Market: Beginning June 6th.  
14.04.1 May be in front of building. 
14.04.2 Rain or shine, ok to pay the day of the event. 
14.04.3 No liability for The City or the ACN. 

14.05 Community Garden: shooting for fall 2025 implementation.  
14.05.1 Need to get the word out, build it, then rent out the spaces in the ground. 
14.05.2 Kevin crop cover 

14.06 Hughes mentions need for Road Closure signs to be posted well ahead of time before 
the Summerfest Parade on June 28th.  

15. NEW BUSINESS:  
15.01 City wells. 

15.01.1 Aaron w/MNRW to meet with Simon on 6/14 on how to close wells 
15.01.2 Jon Pawna to meet with Simon on 6/4 legality of having a well 
15.01.3 380 Hawk St (Heimelgarn) well producing rusty water, brother Norman Brandon 

is present and interested in grants to close well and hook her to city water. 
15.01.4 Eastman will follow up with them before the 6/23 meeting. 



15.02 Indigi-fix  
15.02.1 Purchase a computer for water plant instead of building one.  
15.02.2 Contract 200/month yearlong (4 hours per month)  or $50 per hour 
15.02.3 Beckner suggests paying by the hour with no contract.  

M/S/CU: Marweg/Hiemenz to accept yearlong contract with Indigi-Fix.  
16. VISION 

16.01 Possibilities for use of space in the City Hall building.  
17. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting: June 9th at 5:30 @ City Hall 
18. ADJOURNEMENT: 7:54 
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