
 

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting 

May 13th, 2024 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
1.01 Meeting called to order by Charles Barnett at 5:30 pm at Audubon City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL 
2.01 Members Present: Charles Barnett, Zakery Beckner, Gabrielle Branchaud, Deborah 

Marweg, and Brian Beto. 
2.02 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Jacob Lorsung, Chris Wiedenmeyer, Dan Lubbesmeyer, Ben 

Weidemann, Whitney Grossman. 
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
4. APPROVE AGENDA 

M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beto to approve agenda. 
5. PUBLIC HEARING: Ordinance 179: Policy on snow removal and snow emergencies. 

5.01 Guests present so will speak on this in guest section. 
6. CONSENT AGENDA – These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by 

one motion, with no separate discussion: unless a Council member or citizen so requests. At 
which point the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the 
agenda.  

6.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: Regular Meeting on April 8th 2024 and Special 
Meeting April 29th 2024. 

6.01.1 Correction to April 8th meeting minutes: addition of failed motion after 7.03.9  
6.01.2 Correction to May 13th meeting agenda adding potentially to 16.04 and correcting 

spelling on 12.02. 
6.02 Income Statements and Cash Balances 
6.03 Payroll 
6.04 Rescue President’s Report 
6.05 Fire Chief’s Report 
6.06 Police Chief’s Report 
6.07 Public Works Superintendent Report 
6.08 Clerk/Treasurer’s Report 

 M/S/CU:  Branchaud/Marweg to approve consent agenda. 
7. DISBURSEMENTS 

7.01 Final Bills & Checks 
7.02 Journal Entries 
7.03 Forgiving partial utility bill balance 
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7.03.1   Beto questions forgiving partial utility balance.  
7.03.1.1 Billing Clerk Grossman hands out billing history to show overdue balances. 
7.03.1.2 Clerk Treasurer Eastman used an excel spreadsheet to demonstrate the rate 

and fee structure and how all tax and late fees are applied to bills. 
7.03.1.3 Beto suggests sending a new bill to the resident with a partial balance due.  
7.03.1.4 Branchaud states amount is insignificant compared to previously forgiven 

balances.  
M/S: Branchaud/Marweg to forgive partial balance as billing errors occurred causing confusion. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Nay - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto – Nay 
Motion Passes 3:2 

8. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an 
opportunity to hear from members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of 
not more than 30 minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked 
to limit their comments to not more than 3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. The 
council requests that all comments be in keeping with, and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, 
courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council will not respond to comments at the 
time of the guest’s spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to be a discussion, 
comments, or a decision it will be taken up at the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility of 
future council agenda items. Thank you for attending. 
8.01 Debbie and Steve Tovson residents of 415 Robin Street 

8.01.1  Police Chief Weideman details the multiple dates he has visited the Tovsons to 
ask them to come into compliance with Audubon City Ordinance 179.  

8.01.2 Residents explain that they have one house on their lot but own the abutting lot 
which is vacant. They reason they should therefore be able to have at least 8 cars 
between the two lots. Furthermore, they give examples of other Audubon citizens 
they believe are also non-compliant and suggest they are being singled out. They 
explain that Steve repairs cars for a living and has people drop them off at his 
home so he can take them to a garage at a different residence to work on them. 
Debbie states she needs two cars for two different aspects of her work. 

8.01.3 Beto states that 4-5 of the cars haven’t moved in over a year. 
8.01.4 Branchaud states that ordinances must be followed, and they are not 

commercially zoned to run a business in that part of the city. 
8.01.5 Barnett states that the ordinance allows four cars per residence, not per lot. 
8.01.6 Bakken agrees that one residence is a dwelling, lots are not considered 

residences, nor are carports or garages. 
8.01.7 Beckner states rules must be followed but Tovsons need time to rectify this. 

M/S: Beckner/Marweg to give the Tovsons two weeks to resolve this and to just hold the tickets. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Nay - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Nay, Beto – Nay 
Motion Fails 
M/S: Branchaud/Beto to allow two weeks to reach compliance but administrative violations stand. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Nay, Branchaud – Aye, Beto – Aye 
Motion passes 4:1 

9. RESCUE 
9.01 No Action Items 

9.01.1 Lorsung states ten rescue calls were received in April. 
9.01.2 The new rescue rig has some damage due to hitting a deer, Eastman will submit 

claim to insurance company.  
10. FIRE DEPARTMENT 

10.01 Relief Association potential to join PERA for volunteer firefighters. 
10.01.1 Chief Wiedenmeyer states this would be a good benefit to consider as they give 

the department a “bump” and handle the relief audit. 
10.01.2 May require council approval for change of bilaws if adopted. 

10.02 Resolution 2024-7 to accept Fireman’s Breakfast donations. 
M/S/CU:  Branchaud/Beto to accept donations. 

10.03 First quarter 2024 fire update. 
10.04 OSHA 29 CFR 1910.156 Fire Brigades. 
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10.04.1 Training time and certification requirements will increase dramatically. Most of 
the current department members will require additional hours’ training.  

10.04.2 Equipment requirements and physicals for members will far surpass the current 
amount in the budget. 

10.04.3 This will increase costs tremendously and may cripple small fire departments. 
10.05 Community Center 
10.06 Tanker 12 update. 

10.06.1 Pulling lights off and will then bring to buyer. 
11. POLICE DEPARTMENT 

11.01 No action items.  
11.02 Eighty-eight traffic stops this month. 

12. PUBLIC WORKS 
12.01 Lift Station at Maybel’s Mercantile: Easement 

12.01.1 Beckner and Bakken will be working with the owner and signing easement next 
month which will allow access to lift station. 

12.01.2 Bekner also asks Lubbesmeyer regarding streetlight repair, plan to meet soon.  
12.02 Watertower inspection bid-KLM Engineering 

12.02.1  Last inspected in 2018, Moore Engineering says we need to take another look. 
M/S: Beto/Marweg: Use water tower funds currently in budget to complete recommended inspection. 
Amendment; Beto-Use water tower funds and then capital outlay funds if necessary. 
M/S/C: Beto/Branchaud to complete inspection using water tower budget and capital outlay if necessary. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Nay, Branchaud – Aye, Beto – Aye 
Motion passes 4:1 

13. CLERK/TREASURER 
13.01 Sweep Account: Letter from Bell Bank 

13.01.1 Increasing our interest rate by keeping only $50,000 in a low interest-bearing 
account while the remainder sits in Money Market savings. Expected to increase 
interest profits by a factor of 10. 

M/S/CU: Beckner/Beto to initiate sweep account settings through Bell Bank. 
13.02 City Needs 

13.02.1   City Apparel: Ok to buy name tags or embroider using budgeted funds. 
13.02.2  Security Cameras: Indigi-fix coming Tuesday for analysis. 
13.02.3  Flowers: City Hall, Bell Bank, Planters for Ball Fields: Parks Budget $4359 

13.02.3.1 Eastman and Lubbesmeyer to work together to plant flowers around the 
community where possible.  

13.02.4  Flag: Beto suggests contacting the nearby VFW and Am Vets for estimates. 
13.02.4.1    Flag Options 
13.02.4.2 Flag and Pole 

13.02.4.2.1 Beto states flag on side of building would work better. 
13.02.4.2.2 Eastman would like the option to fly at half-mast. 

13.03 Roof Repairs: just need a motion to initiate. 
13.03.1     Insurance Claim 
13.03.2   Lund Roof Estimate City Hall 
13.03.3 Lund Roof Estimate shed of softball field 

M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beckner to initiate roof repairs with Lunde Roofing as approved by the LMC.  
13.04 Website updates 

13.04.1   Drone Footage for Website: Memorial Weekend 
13.04.2 Request to update city logo: Examples from other cities 

13.04.2.1 Branchaud suggests city wide logo design contest to run May 15, 2024-
June 10th, 2024, at p.m. 

13.04.2.2 The winner to be decided on by council at the June 10th meeting. 
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Marweg to approve logo contest. 

13.05 Health Insurance benefits: MN Sure Plan: Tabled awaiting more information 
13.06 Drywall Repair Complete: Final Bill 

14. ATTORNEY 
14.01 No action items. 
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15. OLD BUSINESS 
15.01 Petition for vacating street: Resolution 2024-8 

15.01.1  Needs public hearing and resolution adoption.  
15.01.2  Set to run in newspaper and notify the public then adopt at next meeting. 

15.02 Office Space Lease with Indigi-fix 
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beto to approve resolution adoption. 

15.03 Personnel handbook revisions: will be covered at special meeting. 
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Marweg: Table until special meeting May 20th, 2024, at 5:30 at City Hall when 
personnel reviews for Grossman and Wiedemann will be processed. 

16. NEW BUSINESS 
16.01 Proposed Ordinance 180 regulating use of cannabis in public 
16.02 Adoption of Ordinance 179 

M/S/CU: Beto/Branchaud to hold public hearing for proposed ordinances at the June 10th meeting. 
16.03 Proposed Data Practice Policy 

M/S/CU: Beto/Marweg to approve Data Practice Policy  
16.04 Approve Potentially Dangerous Dog Signage 

16.04.1 Front View of House 
16.04.2   Side View of House 
16.04.3 Gate 

16.04.4   Close-up of Sign 
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Marweg to approve potentially dangerous dog signage; Barnett abstaining.  

16.05 Audubon Township request to gravel Falcon Street and split cost with city. 
16.05.1  Audubon Township Letter 
16.05.2 City of Audubon Road Agreement 
16.05.3 City Line Agreement Map 

 M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beckner to approve road agreement. 
16.06 Employee Review: Utility Billing Clerk Whitney Grossman: tabled for workshop. 

17. VISION 
17.01 Workshops to hold soon. 

17.01.1 City and street improvements. 
17.01.2 Capital Investment Five Year Plan 
17.01.3 Budget 2025; requirements and requests meeting. 

18.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: REGULAR City Council Meeting Monday June 10th @ 5:30 PM 
19. ADJOURNMENT: 8:47 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________                                                  _________________ 
Clerk/Treasurer Meghan Eastman                                                                              Date 
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