CITY OF AUDUBON

Est. 1872

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

Regular Meeting
May 11th, 2026 ~ 5:30 pm ~ Audubon City Hall

1. CALLTO ORDER
1.01 Mayor Tyler Lende calls meeting to order at 5:44 pm.

2. ROLL CALL
2.01 Members Present: Melissa Hiemenz, David Johnson, Kevin Hamernik, Zak Beckner,
and Tyler Lende.
2.02 Employees Present: Meghan Eastman, Mandy Lynch, Adam Simon, Ben Wiedemann,
William Ladwig (intern). Jake Lorsung, and Alex Molacek.
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. APPROVE AGENDA
M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to approve agenda. Discussion: Lende states Resolution 2026-10 should
be added to the consent agenda as it was discussed and approved at the April meeting.
M/S/CU: Beckner/Johnson to approve addition of Resolution 2026-10 to the consent agenda.
Discussion: Bakken states that however unlikely, he would be remiss not to mention that the MN
legislature is reviewing a bill that would prevent cities who have passed such a resolution from receiving
their Local Government Aid. Lende states this battle will be fought if it comes.

5. CONSENT AGENDA — These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by one
motion, with no separate discussion: unless a Council member or citizen so requests. At which point
the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda.

5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: regular meeting held on April 11th, 2026 and

workshop held on April 24th, 2026.

5.02 Cash Balances

5.03 Revenue Guideline

5.04 Resolution 2026-10 to fly 1983 MN State Flag at Audubon City Hall
M/S/CU: Johnson/Hiemenz to approve consent agenda. Discussion: Beckner will not aye due to
Bakken’s warning and a lack of any strong personal opinion on the subject.
Roll Call: ~ Lende ~ Aye ~ Hiemenz ~ Aye ~Hamernik ~ Aye ~ Beckner ~ Nay ~ Johnson ~ Aye ~
Motion passes 4:1

6. DISBURSEMENTS

6.01 Payment Reports

6.02 Final Bills

6.03 Payroll
M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to approve disbursements



7. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to
hear from members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes,
unless otherwise determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked to limit their comments to not more
than 3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. The council requests that all comments be in keeping
with, and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council

will not respond to comments at the time of the guest’s spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there
needs to be a discussion, comments, or a decision it will be taken up at the New Business part of the agenda with a

possibility of future council agenda items. Thank you for attending.
7.01 Rhonda Geis and Mandy Lynch:

7.01.1 Audubon farmer’s market: At Al’s parking lot 10-2, every other Saturday this
summer through September. Any business welcome. Businesses run by anyone
under 15 will not be charged. Further into the winter, it may move into the school.

7.01.2The ACN will not be hosting the Summerfest parade this year, so Rhonda asks she
can handle it this year. Lynch asks Bakken if there would be any issues with the city
running the parade. He states this had been the practice until problems arose due
to not having a non-profit. It would be best for another group to do it.

M/S/CU: Lende/Beckner to move this discussion to item 16.02
7.02 Marjorie Hughes

7.02.1 Appealing citations issued to Matt Hughes-disputes validity. Submitted a
complaint on 3/26 to city staff and has not heard back

7.02.2 Bakken states these citations have not been issued to the state of MN as they are
currently under investigation and tied to another case. As it has not been filed,
there is nothing to appeal. The court did not give notice because there are no
charges. He has been working with Hughes’ lawyer regarding whether these
charges will be filed.

M/S/CU: Beckner/Johnson to move this discussion to 16.03

7.02.3 Luke Sweere: Introduces himself and states he is running for Becker County

Sherrif. Gives information on his experience and goals for the future.

8. RESCUE DEPARTMENT REPORT
8.01 Calls for Service-14
8.02 Knox box approval: Hiemenz was under the impression this was approved for fire only.
Johnson requests clarification on whether the subscription provided for the fire
department will cover Rescue as well or if there will be an additional cost. Lorsung is
unsure if the cost would be shared. Johnson would feel more comfortable approving if
that information were known, Lorsung will report back next month.
8.03 Lake Eunice Contract: Signed by Lake Eunice
M/S/CU: Beckner/Johnson to move to accept Lake Eunice Rescue Contract.
9. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
9.01 Calls for Service-4
9.02 Utility 11 Update: Great Plains is preparing quote for chassis, currently scheduled to
have injector replacement.
9.03 Relief Overpayment-Thanks to Bakken for drawing up paperwork. Relief will approve
at their next meeting.
10. POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT
10.01 Calls for Service-76
10.02 Traffic Stops-48
10.03 New police vehicle-geared for traffic enforcement and working well.

11. PUBLIC WORKS: Before beginning his report Simon hands out Maintenance Assistant’s
resignation. Lende questions when it was issued and Simon responds it was this morning.
Eastman states the resignation should be accepted by council.

M/S/CU: Lende/Hiemenz to move to accept Rosing’s resignation.
11.01 Lift Station #1: two new pumps installed and working great
11.02 Water report: consistent Simon believes he has discovered water loss by way of a
leaking service line on Falcon Street. He tested it and levels are consistent with the
levels of fluoride found in treated city water. Waiting on locates but it will be repaired
ASAP in coordination with homeowner.
11.03 Street Sweeping: will be completed Friday May 15th.



11.04 Hydrant Flushing: Will be done before the end of the month. Ben Osein of MNRW will
be coming to go through it with Simon.

11.05 Team Lab offered free chemical treatment of our ponds in exchange for The City
allowing them to make a demo tape of the chemical application. On May 21st, they will
come along with MNRW and the MPCA for filming.

11.06 Beckner questions if Jay Meacham signed the agreement we spoke about last month
and Simon confirmed he had.

12. CLERK/TREASURER REPORT
12.01 Green Steps
12.01.1  Road Sign Installation-procured signs and Simon will install population signs
on Highway 10 on both ends of the city.
12.01.2  Newsletter: Audubon Community Energy and Resilience Survey: we have
received 19 and are hoping for more in the coming month.

12.02 Election

12.02.1  Judges: training is starting in June in Becker County. Eastman has found
experienced judges to receive training and to fill available roles.
12.02.2 ADA compliant door grant: Council consensus is to solicit more quotes.

12.03 Minnesota Municipal Clerk’s Institute-Eastman has successfully completed.

12.04 MMCI Certification: Eastman may apply for certification upon 3-year anniversary date.

12.04.1  Active Shooter Preparation: Eastman will work with LMC to develop plans
regarding the issues and needs listed below.
12.04.1.1  Security Cameras
12.04.1.2  Drills-Run, Hide, Fight.
12.04.1.3  Evacuation and safe zones
12.04.1.4  Protocols, Roles, Responsibilities
12.04.1.5 Panic button for staff
12.05 Arvig: quotes for fiber—Would increase monthly bill approximately $450/month.
Consensus is that the expense is too great and not necessary at this time.
12.05.1 Wiedemann suggests look into Starlink as an internet provider.
13. DEPUTY CLERK REPORT
13.01 Past due accounts-20 with 2 on payment plans
13.02 Update on Laserfiche-narrowed down to 2 companies: CGI and OPG3
13.02.1 Requests council appoint a committee to learn about these options and choose
with clerk’s department what is necessary and justified.
13.02.2 Hiemenz states she will be on committee, Johnson also volunteers.
13.03 Cannabis-licensing inquiries
13.03.1 Orton’s approved by OCM for LPAG (lower potencies).
13.03.2 Contacted Bakken- Step one-they complete registration form and provide that
along with the registration confirmation from the OCM has approved them.
13.03.3 Once these documents are gathered and fee is paid, council will review and a
public meeting will be held.
13.03.4 Next Steve Schroeder inspects the space and considers zoning.
13.03.5 Orton’s is not zoned correctly, so they would need a conditional use permit.
13.03.6 Hiemenz notes that these products have been for sale for a while, Bakken states
the drinks have been legal since 2022, but they fall under the new statute as does
everything regulated by the OCM. Therefore, this is a change and anyone selling the
low potency edible cannabis will need to be registered with the city and pay the fee.
14. ATTORNEY
15. OLD BUSINESS

16. NEW BUSINESS
16.01 Police Chief Wiedemann annual review: 3 years
M/S/CU: Johnson/Beckner to table review until a point in which the review can be completed by
liaisons and presented at the next regular council meeting.
16.02 Rhonda Geis and Mandy Lynch: Continuation of Parade Discussion-Rhonda states that
last year’s parade was too small and the invitation needs to be extended to other towns



to increase the turnout. She also thinks holding it later in the day would allow floats and
groups to get to Audubon in time.

16.02.1 Beckner asks Simon if he can handle road closures. Simon explained he set out
the barricades last year, but the ACN did not want to move them to the center of the
intersection. He says he will do the same this year and Rhonda says she will make
sure they are all placed in position at the appropriate time of day. She will be the
point of contact. Council agrees-the parade is on.

16.02.2 Eastman clarifies that there will be no charge for 15 years-olds and under to sell
at the market, but adults will be $15 each or $25 if they commit to two markets in
the same month. All proceeds will go to the school.

16.03 Discussion continues with the Hughes’ who state that Mr. Hughes should not have been
given a violation. They believe the ordinance that was cited on the ticket they are
disputing applies only to highways and that there should not have been a second
violation issued. In addition, they would like to have their complaint followed up on.

16.04 Bakken states that there is no charge, and nothing to dispute at this time.

M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to discontinue conversation and let the lawyers handle the situation.
17. VISION

17.01 Lende suggests that the city renovate the unused ground level office space in City Hall
to make it into a rental apartment.

17.02 Public works maintenance assistant job opening: Lende asks Simon if an assistant is
necessary. Simon says mowing and snowplowing are the main duties. Beckner states
the job should be posted as soon as possible to start getting applicants. Hiemenz says
she does not believe the job needs to be full time. Beckner says that for safety reasons,
there should be two public works employees. Consensus is to work on this and approve
a new job description as soon as possible.

18. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting: June 8t at 5:30 pm
19. ADJOURNMENT: 7:37 PM
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