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AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

Regular Meeting
April 8, 2024 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall

1. CALLTO ORDER
1.01 Meeting called to order by Charles Barnett at 5:30 pm at Audubon City Hall.

2. ROLL CALL
2.01 Members Present: Charles Barnett, Zakery Beckner, Gabrielle Branchaud, Deborah
Marweg, and Brian Beto.
2.02 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Jacob Lorsung, Chris Wiedenmeyer, Dan Lubbesmeyer, Ben
Weidemann, Whitney Grossman.
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4. APPROVE AGENDA
M/S/CU: Beto/Beckner to approve agenda
5. CONSENT AGENDA - These items are considered routine and will be approved by one
motion, with no separate discussion: unless a Council member or citizen so requests the item
will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda.
5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: Regular Meeting 3-11-2024 and Special Meeting 3-
28-2024.
5.02 Income Statements and Cash Balances
5.03 Payroll
5.04 Rescue President’s Report
5.05 Fire Chief’s Report
5.06 Police Chief’s Report
5.07 Public Works/Maintenance Worker's Report
5.08 Clerk/Treasurer’s Report
M/S/CU: Beckner/Marweg to approve agenda adding 15.04 per request by Branchaud.
6. DISBURSEMENTS

6.01 Final Bills & Checks
6.02 Journal Entries

7. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to
hear from members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes,
unless otherwise determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked to limit their comments to not more than
3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. The council requests that all comments be in keeping with,
and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council will
not respond to comments at the time of the guest’s spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to
be a discussion, comments, or a decision it will be taken up at the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility
of future council agenda items. Thank you for attending.

7.01 Cassie McKloskey: Update on THC shop: thanks council, hopes to open in 2025/2026.
7.02 Petition for vacating a street: Street running through grain elevator lot-tabled until next month.
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7.03 Potentially Dangerous Dog Appeal Hearing
7.03.1 Deb Ness: Asks council to deem dog dangerous after attack left her dog “Sunny” injured
and ultimately put to sleep; claiming this dog could kill again, and kids are not safe.
7.03.2 Marian Thompson: Neighbor says her grandchildren are afraid of the dog “Bug.”
7.03.3 Mary Robinette: Friend of Deb says dog is aggressive and barks.
7.03.4 Mike Pierce: Neighbor and dog trainer for 35 years, says “Bug” is unpredictable.
7.03.5 Jon Huel: Deb’s son says “Bug” is dangerous to children and if it hurts one, he will kill it.
7.03.6 Angel Barnette: contesting Deb’s claims as the only one who saw the incident.
7.03.6.1 Says Deb let her dog out unaccompanied while their dogs were already clearly outside.
7.03.6.2 Both dogs were at end of driveway, verbally commanded dog inside once she saw
there was another animal hurt.
7.03.6.3 Suggested Deb taking the dog into animal hospital offering to pay the bill.
7.03.6.4 Points out that both sides were at fault, and this was a tragic accident.
7.03.6.5 “Bug” is spade, microchipped, and registered with the city.
7.03.7 Several family members of dog “Bug” speak on her behalf.
7.03.7.1 Dan (son in law) says dog is great with kids and has been over often.
7.03.7.2 Hunter Jorgenson: Dog not scary or aggressive at all.
7.03.7.3 Jayden Thoreson: Met dog as a baby, bark is excitement not aggression, obedient.
7.03.7.4 Andreas: Dog owner: no one saw if there was provocation so it can’t be proven.
7.03.7.5 Jordan Loose: not an aggressive thought in (Bug’s) mind.
7.03.7.6 Charles Jr. says this is an isolated incident, the dog is not prone to this behavior.
7.03.7.7 Stepahanie Medved: Lucky Dog trainer: “Bug” is star pupil, very well trained.
7.03.7.7.1 Twenty years of experience, “Bug” has good impulse control.
7.03.7.7.2 Letter from Lucky Dog staff on “Bug’s” good behavior
7.03.8 Deputy Nicholas Daniel: Made report; says the incident was at the end of the property/in
the street and small dog died of injuries so he ruled the other dog potentially dangerous.
7.03.9 Legal council Patrick Bakken clarifies that euthanizing “Bug” is off the tale and tonight is
about reversing the deputy’s decision.
M/S for discussion: Beckner/Branchaud to uphold deputy’s findings. Discussion of whether it is
provable that the dog was provoked when it was not witnessed. Beckner rescinds motion.
Motion Fails
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beckner to uphold deputy’s findings citing the dog “Sunny” died of injuries

sustained and therefore “Bug” is potentially dangerous.
~5 Minute Recess~

8. RESCUE
8.01 Ten calls in March.
8.02 Tahoe fully outfitted and in service as primary rescue vehicle.
8.03 Courntney Cook: New member needing approval.
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beto to accept Courtney Cook to rescue squad.

9. FIRE DEPARTMENT
9.01 Fire Hall: Chief Wiedenmeyer states a sales tax levy would be the only way to get
needed funds for new fire hall.
9.01.1 Bakken states there is a statewide moratorium of this practice for 2 more years.
9.02 Tanker 11 Sale: ready to sell.
M/S/CU: Beckner/Marweg to sell fire truck at Auction Block
M/S/CU: Beto/Branchaud to put profit toward fund for new fire truck.
9.03 Engine 12 Replacement Update: bill will be coming soon.
10. POLICE DEPARTMENT
10.01 Police Chief’s Report
10.02 Trainings:
10.02.1 Mental Health and Autism Sensitivity Training
10.02.2 Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement Training
10.02.3 Standardized Field Sobriety Test Training

11. PUBLIC WORKS
11.01 Ordinance 156 regulating meter care and replacement policy.



https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/April%20City%20Council/Police/March%202024%20Chief's%20Report.pdf
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11.01.1 Meters ($210), Snowbirds ($15 on/off) shut-off/hook-up for non-payment ($50).
11.01.2 Curb stops-
11.01.2.1  Built below grade-add to final building inspection.
11.01.2.2  Plumbing regulations-Curb stop being damaged/accidents/negligence.
11.02 Baseball Requests: keys and use of gator.
11.03 Estimates for Asphalt Repairs for various patching locations. Tabled.
11.04 Water tower repairs: will have Moore engineering at next council meeting.

12.CLERK/TREASURER
12.01 Resolution 2024-7 Designating Official Appointments.
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Marweg to accept Resolution 2024-7.
12.02 Barry Nelson lease renewal renewed as per previous lease, rate, and terms.
12.02.1 Farmland around compost site, he has been renting for over 10 years.
12.02.2 Yearly negotiations, last year $6,625 paid semi-annually.
12.03 Audubon Township Minutes: They pay for use of community Center, change location?
12.03.1 Audubon Township council is pleased with its current location/wants to stay.
12.04 Bell Bank suggests a change of credit card more appropriate for municipalities.
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beckner: Clerk Eastman will apply for new card.

13.ATTORNEY
13.01 No Action Items
14.0LD BUSINESS
14.01 Porta-potty for this summer’s softball fields: RFP results.
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beckner-Secure “Potty Shacks” for summer based on price.
14.02 Information Technology RFP’s.
M/S/CU: Beckner/Branchaud to contract with Indigi-fix and cancel Corporate Technologies as of April
3oth because of price differences and ease of service.
14.03 Drywall mud and tape for upstairs apartment RFP’s
14.03.1 All Phase Drywall
14.03.2 Logan Olson Drywall
14.03.3 Chris Green Drywall
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beckner to accept quote from All Phase Drywall
14.04 Update on Roof: Clerk Eastman will call Lunde Roofing
14.05 New Refrigerator price comparisons: Purchased from Menards for upstairs renter.
14.06 Pest Control
14.06.1 Plunkett’s: three calls with no response.
14.06.2 Detroit Lakes Pest Control: submitted estimate for quarterly services.
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beto to hire DL Pest Control for exterminator services for Community Center.
14.07 MNDOT Meeting Minutes
14.07.1 Bakken clarified that people want a stoplight and that a letter can be written to
our representatives but ultimately it is up to the MNDOT to decide what it wants.
14.08 Ordinance 162 (tabled last month)
14.09 Proposed ordinance 179
14.09.1 Snow Removal Policy 2022
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beto: hold public hearing on ordinances 162 and 179 next month.
14.10 Continued review of personnel handbook
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Marweg to table personnel handbook until next month.

15.NEW BUSINESS
15.01 Potentially Dangerous Dog Appeal Hearing: was discussed above in visitor’s section.
15.01.1 City of Audubon Animal Ordinance
15.01.2 Letter to Charles Ray Barnett
15.01.3 Letter of Appeal from Charles and Angel Barnett
15.01.3.1  Letter from Trainer
15.01.3.2  Letter from Neighbor
15.01.3.3  Log of classes
15.01.3.4  Proof of Microchip
15.02 Petition for vacating a street.
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beckner to table until next month
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15.03 City Clerk six-month review
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beckner to table until special meeting April 18th 2024.
15.04 Accepting the resignation of maintenance assistant Tom Sandberg
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beckner to accept resignation and post part-time maintenance assistant.
16.VISION
16.01 Beckner successfully submitted Playground Grant
16.02 Fire Chief working on Fire Building planning and financing.
17. ANNOUNCEMENTS:
SPECIAL City Council Meeting —Thursday April 18t @ 5:30
REGULAR City Council Meeting — Monday May 13th @ 5:30 PM
18.ADJOURNMENT 8:47pm

Clerk/Treasurer Meghan Eastman Date
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