
 

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting 

April 14th, 2025 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
1.01 Meeting called to order by Mayor Tyler Lende at 5:30 pm 

2. ROLL CALL 
2.01 Members Present: Zakery Beckner, Kevin Hamernik, Melissa Hiemenz, Deb Marweg, 

and Tyler Lende. 
2.02 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Ben Weidemann, Jake Lorsung, and Alex Molacek. 
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
4. APPROVE AGENDA 

M/S/CU: Marweg/Hiemenz to approve agenda. 
5. CONSENT AGENDA – These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by one 

motion, with no separate discussion: unless a Council member or citizen so requests. At which point the 
item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda.  
5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: regular meeting on March 24th, 2025, and 

emergency meetings held April 1st, and April 3rd. 
5.02 Income Statements and Cash Balances 
5.03 Payroll 

M/S/CU: Marweg/Beckner to approve consent agenda. 
6. DISBURSEMENTS 

6.01 Final Bills and Checks 
6.02 Payment Reports 

M/S/CU: Marweg/Beckner to approve disbursements. 
7. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to 

hear from members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes, 
unless otherwise determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked to limit their comments to not more than 
3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. The council requests that all comments be in keeping with, 
and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council will not 
respond to comments at the time of the guest’s spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to be a 
discussion, comments, or a decision it will be taken up at the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility of 
future council agenda items. Thank you for attending. 
7.01 Indigi-fix is disbanding. Nate would like to stay on and help if approved. 

7.01.1 Nate was not able to appear. but Clerk Treasurer Eastman will reach out to invite 
him to the next meeting to discuss compensation. 

7.02 Eric Pilgrim from Arvig: Cancelled, will attend the next meeting of the City Council.  

https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/February%20City%20Council/Income%20Statements.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2024/February%20City%20Council/Cash%20Balance%20Audit%20Summary%C2%A9.pdf


7.03 Adam Douglas: FEMA grant for siren for Audubon 
7.03.1  Beckner notes the cost for sirens and states that is why Audubon currently does not 

have one. Lorsung states it is merely disconnected from the breaker, and Lende 
says it would be easy to fix. The police chief states, they will make sure the entire 
city can hear the siren. He will reach out for information before the next meeting  

7.04 Lachowitzers: 
7.04.1      Heave and subsequent collapse of storm drain under their driveway: Beckner 

will follow up individually to work on a solution. 
7.04.2 Their address is not recognized by amazon or the post office: Eastman will follow 

up with Becker County to ensure the parcel is listed correctly. 
7.04.3  Ask for assistance with late payments on utility bills 

M/S/CU: Lende/Hiemenz to approve going back 5 months in late fees and holding off on late fees until 
all payments have been made to bring account balance to zero. 

8. RESCUE 
8.01 Calls for service: 13 
8.02 New Radios are programmed and in service. 
8.03 Assures the council the emergency siren is merely unhooked and urges them to proceed 

with allowing the grant if it could make the city safer. 
8.04 Lorsung agrees to be a member of the study review committee for a project with MN 

DOT in which they will be resurfacing Highway ten in approximately 10 years. 
9. FIRE DEPARTMENT 

9.01 New engine updates: new engine is mere inches from furnace when parked in fire hall. 
The Fire Chief seeks approval to gather quotes to move the furnace. 

9.02 There is interest in the old fire truck, one buyer is offering $40,000, just $20,000 less 
than the department paid for the engine 8 years ago.  

9.03 Information regarding extraction tools: Audubon’s are not rated to cut through newer 
vehicles, and at times have had to pry open vehicles by hand or wait for other 
departments. New extraction equipment is around $50,000 and is not in the budget. 
Molacek would like to spend the profit from the sale of the old fire truck to purchase 
extraction tools that will work.  

M: Hiemenz motions to sell the old truck and use the funds to purchase new extraction tools. 
Discussion: Beckner says before approving the sale of the equipment, he would like to see the quote 
M/S/CU: Amended motion: Hiemenz/Marweg approve selling fire truck and getting quotes for new 
equipment before purchasing new extraction equipment.  

10. POLICE DEPARTMENT 
10.01 Discussion regarding paid time-off being caped off at 100 hours: due to the 

unpredictability of the nature of police work, and because the police chief would like to 
visit family out of state, he does not want his PTO to be capped at 100 hours. 

M/S/C: Lende/Hiemenz: to approve PTO accrual cap of 240 hours and comp time cap of 100 hours.  
Roll Call: Lende ~ Aye~ Hiemenz ~ Aye~ Marweg ~ Aye~ Hamernik ~ Aye~ Beckner ~ Nay~ 4:1 

11. PUBLIC WORKS 
11.01 New Superintendent starting Monday the 21st 

12. CLERK/TREASURER 
12.01 Deputy Clerk position update: several applicants, consensus to close applications.  
12.02 Arvig: Fiber Build and security cameras: guests are not here but will attend the 28th. 
12.03 HSA: We can pursue this in December during open enrollment with PEIP. 
12.04 Farm Lease Renewal 

M/S/CU: Lende/Beckner approve signing and sending lease for farmland  
12.05 Partnership with ACN for upcoming vision projects. 

12.05.1 Printing: approved by consensus 
12.05.2 Meeting location at City Hall when necessary: approved by consensus. 

13. ATTORNEY 
13.01 Mabel’s Easement 

13.01.1 Bakken could find no easement of record. He thinks we may need to litigate.  
13.01.2 Lende has secured a permit to build an approach to avoid litigation. 



13.01.3 Beckner says that a certain degree of slope is required so land would ultimately 
need to be purchased either way.  

13.01.4 Lende says all that would be needed was black dirt and the culvert and suggests 
seeding to prevent erosion. Jon Pauna will need to come to our next meeting to 
discuss it further.  

14. OLD BUSINESS 
14.01 Community Garden: Meeting will be held at the city park on Tuesday April 29th. 
14.02 Community Farmer’s Market: Friday nights in the summer at the Co-op from 4-7 pm 

14.02.1 Citizens will be sent a post card with information regarding the clean-up day and 
Farmer’s Market. 

14.03 Community Clean-up Week 
14.03.1 May 31st from 8 am to 11 pm staffed by the Audubon Community Network 
14.03.2 Funding will come from the city and Steve’s Sanitation will handle garbage pick-

up and delivery to Becker County Landfill. 
14.03.3 Citizens will get a postcard with instructions; it will act as their ticket to be able to 

pay $10 to dump a load.  
M/S/CU: Beckner/Lende to approve up to $4,000 in spending to pay Steve’s for the work, and Precision 
Printing for the postcard.  

14.04 Community Garage Sale: ACN plans to hold a city-wide garage sale during Summerfest. 
15. NEW BUSINESS 
16. VISION 

16.01 Beckner asks if the council would be fine with him putting together options for some 
city land to be put for sale. The consensus is that it would be fine.  

16.02 Annexation possibilities. 
16.03 Possibilities for use of space in the City Hall building including a municipal dispensary.  

17. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting April 28th @ 5:30 at City Hall. 
18. ADJOURNEMENT @8:15 pm. 
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