CITY OF AUDUBON

EsL. 18

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

Regular Meeting
April 13t 2026 ~ 5:30 pm ~ Audubon City Hall

1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tyler Lende calls meeting to order at 5:33 pm.
2. ROLL CALL
2.01 Members Present: Melissa Hiemenz, Kevin Hamernik, Zak Beckner, and Tyler Lende.
2.02 Employees Present: Meghan Eastman, Mandy Lynch, Adam Simon, Ben Wiedemann,
Jake Lorsung, and Alex Molacek.
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. APPROVE AGENDA
M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to approve agenda.

5. CONSENT AGENDA — These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by one
motion, with no separate discussion: unless a Council member or citizen so requests. At which point
the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda.

5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: regular meeting held on March gth, 2026 and
workshop held on March 23rd.
5.02 Cash Balances
5.03 Revenue Guideline
5.04 Permits: Al’s-Beto Benefit and Summerfest
M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to approve consent agenda.

6. DISBURSEMENTS
6.01 Payment Reports
6.02 Final Bills
6.03 Payroll
7. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to
hear from members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes,
unless otherwise determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked to limit their comments to not more
than 3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. The council requests that all comments be in keeping

with, and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council
will not respond to comments at the time of the guest’s spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there

needs to be a discussion, comments, or a decision it will be taken up at the New Business part of the agenda with a

possibility of future council agenda items. Thank you for attending.
7.01  Kurt Nelson: City owned farmland lease-Not present.
7.02 Charles Barnett: 1983 MN Flag-Request resolution to not adopt new MN Flag.
M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Lende drafting resolution to continue to fly the 1983 MN State Flag.
7.03 Josh Hochgraber: Baseball Field Use-Not present.




7.04 Hayden Tidwell: 435 Robin Street-high water bill due to plumbing issue.
M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to move this issue to the Deputy Clerk’s report- item 13.04.
7.05 Grant Kuper: Bolton and Menk Engineering Firm-Capital Asset Management Plan
8. CLERK/TREASURER REPORT
8.01 Referendum-Time Line: On track. Beckner testifies for Senate next week.
8.02 Green Steps
8.02.1.1 Road Sign Installation
M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz approve purchasing green step city signs to be added to Audubon signs.
8.02.1.2Fo0d Forest Featured in West Central Initiative’s Annual Review
8.02.2 Newsletter:
8.02.2.1 Solar Citizen Cohort and Celebration-Earth Day
8.02.2.2 Audubon Community Energy and Resilience Survey
8.03 Grant Updates
8.03.1 LRIP Denial: Details forthcoming from Moore Engineering.
8.03.2 DNR Recreation Grant-Grant Navigator Approval
M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to approve Resolution 2026_9 to accept Grant Navigator Funds.
8.03.3 Arvig Donation Request
8.03.4 Minnesota Municipal Clerk’s Institute Scholarship Approval
9. RESCUE DEPARTMENT REPORT
9.01 Calls for Service-14
9.02 Tahoe Quote
M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Lende require an additional quote from Midstates to compare to Guardian Fleet.
Discussion: Beckner wonders if guardian is the only agency who will take a trade-in and Lorsung
confirms that Midstates does not. The only option at that point would be to see outright.

10. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

10.01 Calls for Service-4
10.02 Fire Hall Update: Pre-design meeting last week went well.
10.03 Utility 11 repairs: This truck pumps water from lakes, needed for housefires and

grass fires and is valuable as it does not use water treated already by the city. Repairs last
month were $1,900 and it still needs injectors ($3,800). This and other trucks needing
maintenance will put the fire department over budget for the year. Chief questions repair
vs. replacement.

M/S/CU: Beckner/Hamernik approve utility 11 repairs.

Discussion: Beckner states that the truck is our asset and we need to keep it running. Lende states it

would also be wise to begin getting quotes for a different truck.

10.04 Relief Over Payments: Bakken states he will handle paperwork. Clerk Eastman

states Auditor Hoffman has advised the city not to take part in repayments and to allow the
Relief Association to handle issues on their own.

M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to table this issue until more information is available.

11. POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

11.01 Calls for Service-94
12. PUBLIC WORKS
12.01 Trailer quotes and titles. Two quotes were received. Trailers have identical

features but one is $1,000 less than the other.
M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to approve quote for less expensive dump trailer.

12.02 After hours/emergency reconnect: Simon requests removal from rate sheet.
12.03 Broadway/Meachum gutter repair: Beckner will follow up with homeowner.
12.04 Park bathrooms: Open for baseball games. Schroeder will be inspecting.
12.05 Lift Stations #3 & #4: lots of issues-floats in #4 shot and require repairs.
12.06 Water report: Leaks may be causing reporting issues. Beckner will call Sweeny.
12.07 Public Works Maintenance Assistant: waiting for feedback from Jace on license.
12.07.1 Hiemenz requests special meeting of the city council.
12.07.2 Lende will investigate this issue tomorrow (4/14/2026).
12.08 Simon 1 year Employee Review
12.08.1 Simon requests this be conducted by liaisons then reported to council.

12.08.2 Bakken will look into policy to ensure this is OK.



13. DEPUTY CLERK REPORT
13.01 Past due accounts: 22 past due
13.02 Update on Laserfiche: demos this month, will report more in May
13.03 Lions Update: working with Hamernik for 2026 Farmer’s Market.
13.04 435 Robin Street: High usage due to toilet running, Council will approve payment plan
and waive late fees while on the plan. Lynch will reach out to inform resident.
13.05 MCFOA Conference: Very informative-election update, Laserfiche, notary, and OCM.
14. ATTORNEY
14.01 MN Basic Code of Ordinances: General Provisions
14.02 MN Basic Code of Ordinances: Administration
15. OLD BUSINESS
16. NEW BUSINESS
16.01 Lende would like to speak with State of MN about dropping speed limit.
16.02 Simon mentions the option of temporary stoplights being a good fit for Audubon.
16.03 Beckner and family will volunteer to tackle flower beds outside of town.
17. VISION
18. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting: May 11th at 5:30 pm
19. ADJOURNEMENT: 7:36 pm
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