CITY OF AUDUBON

Est. 1872

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

Regular Meeting
March 9th, 2026 ~ 5:30 pm ~ Audubon City Hall

1. CALLTO ORDER
1.01 Mayor Tyler Lende calls meeting to order at 5:35 pm.

2. ROLL CALL
2.01 Members Present: Melissa Hiemenz, David Johnson, Kevin Hamernik, Zak Beckner,
and Tyler Lende.
2.02 Employees Present: Meghan Eastman, Mandy Lynch, Adam Simon, Ben Wiedemann,
William Ladwig (intern). Jake Lorsung, and Alex Molacek.
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. PUBLIC MEETING: KNOX BOXES FOR AUDUBON BUSINESSES
4.01 Brad Cossette: Feels boxes are unnecessary but suggests less expensive option.
4.02 Janelle Francis: Al's Bar and Grill already has an alarm
4.03 Molacek: the less expensive option is only for single family homes. Businesses only
need one if they employ an alarm company and the fire dept. gets paged by dispatch.
The code given is per individual rather than the entire dept. being liable, can be tracked.
4.04 Francis says some fire fighters aren’t 21 and she wouldn’t want them unsupervised in
her establishment. She is close and has 4 people on call list in town, the box is
unnecessary and $750 is too much for a small business to pay in addition to an
expensive alarm company and insurance policies.
4.05 Lende: School and apartments are most important.
M/S: Hiemenz/Johnson to bill current Fire rate to any business choosing not to purchase a Knox Box
if the fire department needs to come.
Discussion: Lende-this will be the downside to not purchasing one, instead of implementing a fine.
Beckner states he will not support ordinance unless there is accountability as far as knowing who
specifically opens a door.
Roll Call: ~ Lende ~ Nay ~ Hiemenz ~ Aye ~Hamernik ~ Aye ~ Beckner ~ Nay ~ Johnson ~ Aye ~
Motion passes 3:2
5. APPROVE AGENDA
M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz to approve agenda.

6. CONSENT AGENDA — These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by one
motion, with no separate discussion: unless a Council member or citizen so requests. At which point
the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda.

6.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: regular meeting held on February gth, 2026.



6.02 Cash Balances
6.03 Revenue Guideline
M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Beckner to approve consent agenda.
7. DISBURSEMENTS
7.01 Payment Reports
7.02 Final Bills
7.03 Payroll
M/S/CU: Beckner/Johnson to approve disbursements.

8. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to
hear from members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes,
unless otherwise determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked to limit their comments to not more
than 3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. The council requests that all comments be in keeping
with, and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council
will not respond to comments at the time of the guest’s spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there
needs to be a discussion, comments, or a decision it will be taken up at the New Business part of the agenda with a
possibility of future council agenda items. Thank you for attending.

8.01 Chris Wiedenmeyer: requesting late fees be removed from his water bill.

8.01.1 Hiemenz states that she pays her late fees.

8.01.2 Beckner asks for clarification, Wiedenmeyer says council regularly removes late
fees per customer requests. Asks for clarification on whether the fees are being
waived. Lynch states she did refuse to remove his late fees due to not being
provided with a reason. Wiedenmeyer says she is correct and should never ever
remove any late fees.

8.01.3 Wiedenmeyer asks when the utility rate change was applied to his account. Lynch
states January 1st, 2026. Wiedenmeyer points out that council did not approve the

rate increase until the January 12th meeting.
9. RESCUE DEPARTMENT REPORT
9.01 Barb Felt: Lakes Country Emergency Education appears to answer any questions
related to agenda item 9.03.
M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Beckner to approve moving item 9.03 to 9.01 for discussion.

9.01.1 Felt explains Lorsung has not chosen to renew the contract with LCEE for 2026
for Audubon Rescue’s medical direction. She wanted to make sure council was
aware that medical direction is required to administer oxygen and other
medications that are not over the counter. She says she informed Lorsung of this
and he later asked to renew the contract, but the resident physician has declined.

9.01.2 Lorsung states he made council aware of this last month and that the contract
from 2025 with LCEE states and ending date -he chose not to renew. Audubon
Rescue will be moving forward with Dr. Kampose in Detroit Lakes Essentia for
medical direction in 2026,

9.01.3 Beckner states Lorsung has never exhibited anything but exemplary behavior.

9.02 Calls for Service: 5-none of which involved administration of prescription medications.
9.03 Training Services (moved-addressed above)
9.04 Addressing concerns

9.04.1 #1: Concern that Rescue gave CD money to go towards construction of a new Fire
Hall. Lorsung states this is not true and he is fine spending the funds on a vehicle.

9.04.2 #2: Concern that Rescue does not need two vehicles. Lorsung says there is a
definite need for both rescue vehicles.

9.04.3 #3: New rims purchased by the Rescue department. Lorsung states steal rims are
necessary for the conditions the vehicle is operating under, so he bought new rims.

He then returned them and bought a different set. This didn’t exceed his budget or
his spending limit. The original rims to the truck are currently in the fire Hall.
9.05 Accepting the resignation of Angi Koltes
M/S/CU: Beckner/Johnson to approve resignation of Ms. Koltes with our thanks.

~ Intermission for bathroom break ~ Meeting reconvenes at 6:50 pm ~



10. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

10.01 Calls for Service-4

10.02 New Member: Andrew Cook, pending background check
M/S/CU: Beckner/Johnson to approve new member Andrew Cook pending background check

10.03 Knox boxes

10.04 Fire Hall Floor
M/S: Johnson/Hiemenz to approve Ordinance #184 Regulating Knox Boxes in Audubon with the
addition of a clause which states that any owners not purchasing Knox Boxes will not be fined but instead
charged the going rate for a structure fire starting the minute the Audubon Fire Department arrives up on
the scene for discussion.
Discussion: Johnson will not support purchase of units that do not positively ID the individual who uses
the key. Lorsung states that rescue does not bill per call so this will not affect them.
Roll Call: ~ Lende ~ Aye ~ Hiemenz ~ Aye ~Hamernik ~ Aye ~ Beckner ~ Nay ~ Johnson ~ Aye ~
Motion passes 4:1
M/S/CU: Johnson/Hiemenz approve purchase of $2,593.64 for Knox Box Equipment for Fire.

10.05 Sale of old skid units-both have been sold, total revenue $3,500.

M/S: Lende/Beckner to approve using the revenue from skid steer sales to purchase Milwaukee tools.

10.06 Milwaukee tools-City will start an account here and clean up any unused accounts.

M/S: Beckner/Lende approve fire going through and cancelling any unused charge accounts.

10.07 Utility 11 repairs: down for repairs, the quote will come soon but was $2,000 in repairs
last year and $1,200 for repairs the year prior.

10.08 Grants-applications in for skin unit side by side and a Team Foundation grant to re-
chassis Utility #11.

10.09 Fire Hall: Floor has moved and shifted down again. Bollig is documenting and looking
for emergency funding. There is currently a 5-6% slope to the floor and they are on
temporary power and internet due to leaking, shifting, and other factors.

10.09.1 Audubon Township: Appreciates using the Community Center space but
understands it is falling into disrepair. Offers to clean on a rotation but wants other
departments to clean when they use the space. Lynch will put together schedule,
while Beckner offers to take the first cleaning rotation.

11. POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT
11.01 Calls for Service-91
11.02 Read Across America Day: great experience, brought his dog copper as a guest.
12. PUBLIC WORKS
12.01 Street Sweeping: contract out, they send 3 units for 3 hours and sweep city roads for
around $1200-$1300.
M/S/CU: Beckner/Lende approve street sweeping.
12.02 Skid Trailer: Simon would like to trade this for a dump trailer. Beckner states that we
have been talking about doing this for years and to just go ahead.
12.03 Water report: Researching flow meter to figure out discrepancies.

13. CLERK/TREASURER REPORT

13.01 Community Garden Preparation: Eastman questions how much interest from the
public would be necessary for council to invest capital in this project. It is planned at
the city park just north of the playground equipment. Beckner says to try to get 10
people to sign up.

13.02 Food Forest Update: Around 15 trees are accounted for, and more and expected to be
purchased in the spring months. Ceremony will be held in June.

13.03 Legacy Grant-Public Murals-Available through the state of MN will apply and get
quotes from two artists, Lilly Lennox (twin cities based) and Anna Lasonde (local).

13.04 Referendum-Time Line is right on track, Chief Molacek will meet with legislative
committee at the end of March to approve bill language and sign into law.

13.05 Bollig update on firehall grant progress-covered above during fire portion of minutes.

13.06 Community Party April 7th, 2026: Planning same food as last MN DOT Party.

13.07 Playground DNR Grant

13.07.1 Resolution 2026_9 Authorizing Application for Grant Navigator Support Grant



M/S/CU: Beckner/Johnson approve resolution to apply for grand navigator funding with the
intention to apply for the DNR Recreation Grant in 2027.

13.08 Solar on buildings/solar farm update: Kristian at West Central Initiative writes to
council that Audubon would need to contract with an agency willing to pay a fair price
and also be able to transport and use the energy for this to be a fruitful endeavor.

13.09 New citizen welcome basket-call to local businesses for coupons and materials.

14. DEPUTY CLERK REPORT

14.01 Past due account update

14.02 Training: MCFOA Clerks Conference 3/24-3/27

14.03 Lion’s Club projects/partnerships: Lynch is the president of the lions and asks council
permission to hold meetings at city hall on a three-month rotation.

M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz approve Lions Club holding some meetings at Audubon City Hall.
15. ATTORNEY: will have update on codification of ordinances next month.
16. OLD BUSINESS

16.01 Update from Moore Engineering

16.01.1 Senator Klobuchar sent out an invitation for congressional spending requests to
which Moore is applying on behalf of the city.

16.01.2 Moore is wrapping up preliminary engineering report and will submit this week.

16.01.3 Looking at work to be done on water tower.

16.01.4 If Audubon receives funds from the Local Road Improvement Program, some of
that will go to fixing sewer issues, servicing lift stations, and mitigating pond
erosion.

16.01.5 Also applying for more funding to mitigate costs of lead service replacement line
project.

16.01.6 Pauna would like to meet with Beckner, Simon and any other interested parties to
delineate where additional funding is needed.

16.02 Farmland lease

M/S/CU Johnson/Hiemenz to accept new contract with Barry and Jake Nelson for farming of city
owned farmland north of Audubon. Hamernik abstains from voting.

17. NEW BUSINESS

18. VISION

18.01 Eastman asks council and city employees to think of ideas on where a mural might be
painted in Audubon.

18.02 Beckner would like to call a workshop to discuss softball fields and the possibility of the
city selling them. Discussion: workshop will be held in city hall March 2314, 2026.

18.03 Lende will be gone in April. Bakken will research statute allowing his participation, but
Vice Mayor Beckner will run the April City Council meeting.

19. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting: April 13th at 5:30 pm
20. ADJOURNEMENT: 8:51 pm
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