
AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Regular Meeting

March 11, 2024 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall

1. CALL TO ORDER
1.01 Meeting called to order by Charles Barnett at 5:34 pm at Audubon City Hall.

2. ROLL CALL
2.01 Members Present: Charles Barnett, Zakery Beckner, Deborah Marweg and 

Brian Beto.
2.02 Members Absent: Gabrielle Branchaud
2.03 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Chris Wiedenmeyer, Dan Lubbesmeyer and Ben 

Weidemann. Jacob Lorsung via zoom.
2.04 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4. APPROVE AGENDA

M/S:  Marweg to approve agenda/Beckner for discussion-add playground equipment to Old 
Business.

M/S:  Marweg/ Beckner to approve agenda. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye
Motion Passes Unanimously

5. CONSENT AGENDA – These items are considered to be routine and will be 
approved by one motion, with no separate discussion: unless a Council member or 
citizen so requests. At which point the item will be removed from the Consent 
Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda. 
5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: regular meeting on 1-08-24;  2-05-24
5.02 Income Statements and Cash Balances
5.03 Payroll
5.04 Rescue President’s Report
5.05 Fire Chief’s Report
5.06 Police Chief’s Report
5.07 Public Works/Maintenance Worker's Report
5.08 Clerk/Treasurer’s Report

M/S:  Beckner/Beto to approve consent agenda. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye
Motion Passes Unanimously

6. DISBURSEMENTS
6.01 Final Bills & Checks
6.02 Journal Entries                                                                 

M/S:  Beckner/Beto to approve disbursements.
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye
Motion Passes Unanimously

218-439-6582 • Fax 218-439-3910
http://www.audubonmn.govoffice2.com/



7. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to hear 
from members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes, unless 
otherwise determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked to limit their comments to not more than 3 
minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. The council requests that all comments be in keeping with, and 
contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council will not 
respond to comments at the time of the guest’s spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to be a 
discussion, comments, or a decision it will be taken up at the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility of 
future council agenda items. Thank you for attending. 

7.01 Marjorie and Matt Hughes as well as Missy Paskey observing the meeting to 
speak about the condition of the community center/fire hall after Audubon 
Township used it for the election last week.  

8. RESCUE
8.01 Calls for February: 9 
8.02 Approval to move last year’s excess budget into capital outlay. 

9. FIRE DEPARTMENT 
9.01 Team Foundation Fire Truck Donation: Resolution 2024-4

9.01.1 Chief suggests moving money into capital outlay until new truck purchase.
9.01.2 EOY we can decide if we should open a CD based on funds at that time. 

M/S:  Beto/Beckner to move money into capital outlay until the end of the year. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Beto –Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

1.01 Relief Association Donation: Resolution 2024-5 
M/S:  Marweg/Beckner to accept donation to Fire Relief fund.
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Beto –Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

1.02 Tanker 11 
1.02.1 Used 5 times in 2 years, rusted out. 
1.02.2 New Engine on order is the same type. 
1.02.3 Chief would like it removed from the fleet and stored until we sell one day. 

1.02.3.1 Possibly auction at some point.  
M/S:  Beto/Beckner to take tanker out of service at this time.  
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Beto –Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

1.03 Termination of Fire Fighter Blake Molacek. No longer active 
1.04 Team Industries fire payment 

1.04.1 Unable to use water without damaging their machinery.
1.04.2 Detroit Lakes FD assisted with ladder.

M/S:  Beckner/Marweg to move money into capital outlay until the end of the year. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Beto –Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

2. POLICE DEPARTMENT 
2.01 Police calls this month: 145 (120-traffic stops) 
2.02 Policy on Public Assembly and First Amendment Activity

M/S:  Marweg/Beckner to accept policy. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Beto –Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

1.01 Parking on 5th and Plover-Cars parking in the lane where through traffic should 
be able to access. This is addressed in city ordinance 162 which addresses 
emergency snow removal and was published in the newspaper in 2018. 
Audubon city hall’s ordinance book hard copy in the city office was missing two 
pages of this ordinance. Chief Wiedemann caught this discrepancy and traced 



the original publication of the ordinance resulting in the updating of the 
ordinance hard copy at city hall.  

M/S:  Beckner/Beto to accept corrections and follow ordinance 162 as published.  
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Beto –Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

1.01.1 Ordinance 162 Regulating Parking of vehicles with the City of Audubon
1.01.1.1 Trailer Court: specifically cannot park on street if plows haven’t come.
1.01.1.2Facing North
1.01.1.3 Facing South

M/S:  Beckner/Beto to table snow removal ordinance.
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Beto –Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

1.01.2 No parking “Here to Corner” signs when the traffic bottle necks. 
M/S:  Beckner/Marweg to approve signs.  
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Beto –Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

1.01.3 New Notice of Administrative Violation 
1.01.4 Stop signs at both ends of Swan Street.

M/S:  Beckner/Beto to approve signs.  
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Beto –Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

2. PUBLIC WORKS 
2.01 KLM Water Tower Quote

2.01.1 250,000 back in 2018 
2.01.2 Repairs would take the water tower out for about a week. 

2.02 Sweeny Control’s Computer Quote 
2.02.1 Large price differences are cost comparisons are repair vs. purchase vs. 

purchase + customer support. 
2.03 Lead Project letter

2.03.1 MN Rural water asset inventory. 
2.03.2 Need to document all infrastructure. 
2.03.3 Lots of damaged meters and we are charging $280 to replace. 

3. CLERK/TREASURER 
3.01 RFP’s for handicap porta-potty

3.01.1 None are under $1000 for the summer season 
3.01.2 Looking into getting updates on current bathroom to be ADA compliant. 

3.02 RFP’S for IT Services
3.02.1 Due at the end of the month, can conduct interviews March 25th-29th. 
3.02.2 Will choose a company at the next council meeting. 

3.03 League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Policy 
3.03.1 Renewal Invoice 
3.03.2 Breakdown of Costs

3.04 Inquiry from a citizen regarding commercial property corner of 11th and 
Partridge. Beckner will look into zoning and report back. 

4. ATTORNEY 
4.01 No action items. 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
5.01 Continuation of personnel policy review. 
5.02 Playground: Beckner applying for grant through the DNR 

5.02.1 Materials and labor are two separate items. Our labor makes material free. 
5.02.2 Bathroom (ADA approved) could be included on grant. 



5.02.3 Rubberized flooring is $4/sq. foot or $40,000 to make it ADA compliant.
6. NEW BUSINESS

6.01 Audubon Community Center: Repairs, Maintenance, and Housekeeping. 
6.01.1 Front of the building is sinking and tiles are popping up. 
6.01.2 Fire chief says it is “structurally terrible and getting worse.”
6.01.3 “Loaded with mice and vermin, built on top of an old building.” 
6.01.4 Lubbesmeyer says, “Mold in windows and heat vents, no air exchange.” 
6.01.5 Missy Paskey says, “We cleaned for 2 hours before the election-sinks and    

toilets are growing things.” 
6.01.6 Fire Chief says it would be a horrible investment to fix up. 
6.01.7 Utility Billing clerk needs to start cleaning this again.
6.01.8 New Fire Hall needed for years; most grants are given to metro areas 

according to Fire Chief. All efforts to organize money and donations for a 
new building have fallen through.  

6.01.8.1 Citizen Marjorie Hughes offers help with organizing an architect to 
work on a plan pro-bono. 

6.02 Audubon City apartment wear and tear. 
6.02.1 Water Damage. 
6.02.2 Water Damage close-up. 
6.02.3 Fridge seal. 
6.02.4 Profile of fridge seal.

6.02.4.1 City Maintenance people do not have time to repair 
6.02.4.2 New fridge should be purchased. 
6.02.4.3 RFP’s should go out to drywall contractors in the area. 

6.03 Audubon City Hall building wear and tear. Roof needs shingle and soffit repair. 
6.03.1 Eastman to reach out to Lund Roofing, Rose Builders, and one other. 
6.03.2 Roof
6.03.3 Shingle 

6.04 Pest Control 
6.04.1 Squirrel in toilet likely due to abandoned homes lack of running water 

and subsequent opening for vermin to gain access to water supply.   
6.04.1.1 City employees will arrange meeting between new trailer park staff 

and public works staff to make sure all water access ways are blocked. 
M/S:  Beckner/Marweg to solicit RFP’s for extermination services. 
Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Beto –Aye   
Motion Passes Unanimously 

6.05 EDA Levy totals 2022 and 2023
M/S:  Beto/Marweg-move monies levied for in 2023-24 from main checking to EDA checking. 
Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Beto –Aye   
Motion Passes Unanimously 

7. VISION 
8. ANNOUNCEMENTS: REGULAR City Council Meeting – Monday April, 8th

2024 @ 5:30 PM 
9. ADJOURNMENT 7:48 pm 


