
 

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting 

February 9th, 2026 ~ 5:30 pm ~ Audubon City Hall 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
1.01 Mayor Tyler Lende calls meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

2. ROLL CALL 
2.01 Members Present: Melissa Hiemenz, David Johnson, Kevin Hamernik, Zak Beckner, 

and Tyler Lende. 
2.02 Meghan Eastman, Mandy Lynch, Adam Simon, Ben Wiedemann, Jake Lorsung, and 

Alex Molacek. 
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
4. APPROVE AGENDA 

M/S/CU: Johnson/Beckner to approve agenda. 
5. CONSENT AGENDA – These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by one 

motion, with no separate discussion: unless a Council member or citizen so requests. At which point 
the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda.  

5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: regular meeting held on January 12th, 2026 and 
special meetings held on January 21st, and January 28th 2026. 

5.02 Cash Balances 
5.03 Revenue Guideline 

M/S/CU: Johnson/Hiemenz to approve consent agenda. 
6. DISBURSEMENTS  

6.01 Payment Reports 
6.02 Final Bills  
6.03 Payroll 

M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Beckner to approve disbursements. 
7. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to 

hear from members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes, 
unless otherwise determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked to limit their comments to not more 
than 3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. The council requests that all comments be in keeping 
with, and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council 
will not respond to comments at the time of the guest’s spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there 
needs to be a discussion, comments, or a decision it will be taken up at the New Business part of the agenda with a 
possibility of future council agenda items. Thank you for attending. 

8. CLERK/TREASURER REPORT 
8.01 Resolution 2026-08 Designating the Purple Martin as the Official City Bird of Audubon 



M/S/CU: Beckner/ Hiemenz to approve Purple Martin as Audubon City Bird. 
8.02 Six Month Employee Review: Mandy Lynch-Completed by Hiemenz and Eastman, 

Lynch’s review was favorable citing many improvements in billing. These include 
bringing all accounts up to date and updating meters so 100% give readings.  

M/S: Beckner/Hiemenz to approve moving Lynch’s pay scale from a grade 2 step 7 to a grade 2 step 8. 
Wage increase will be effective as of her 6-month anniversary of hire. 
Roll Call: ~ Lende ~ Aye ~ Hiemenz ~ Aye ~Hamernik ~ Aye ~ Beckner ~ Aye ~ Johnson ~ Nay ~ 
Motion passes 4:1 

9. DEPUTY CLERK REPORT 
9.01 Past due accounts: 16 past due. One resident defaulted on payment plan; however, PW 

cannot get to the curb stop or shut-off due to snow and debris. 
9.02 Audit (During this time, the zoom video cut in and out at 5:48 pm and 5:50 pm) 

9.02.1 Some addresses have exceptionally low consumption for their family size, and 
some do not receive bills as they are not entered in Banyon. These will be 
communicated with homeowners once all addresses have been gone through. 

9.02.2 Poses questions for council to ponder- 
9.02.2.1 Whether the seasonal rate or the base rate should be charged to the 

homeowners who have not been in the billing cycle once added.  
9.02.2.2 Whether properties who have not been included should be back billed.  

9.03 Laserfiche: gathering information and pricing on migrating paper records to digital. 
10. RESCUE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

10.01 Calls for Service: 17 
10.02 Training Services: new medical director/trainer-Essentia. Contracts will come in March 

for council approval.  
10.03 Purchase of new rescue vehicle: Lorsung explains transmission issues occurring with 

Rescue’s Tahoe will cost $9-$10K to repair. Purchase of a new Tahoe with be $54k plus 
cost to equip and minus the trade in value of the current vehicle estimated at $4,700.  

10.03.1 Rescue has around $90,000 in CD’s earmarked for replacing the vehicle.  
M/S/CU: Beckner/Johnson-to approve purchase of new Rescue Tahoe. Discussion: Beckner says if 
the old Tahoe fails, it should be sold at auction. The new one will be ready in 7-10 months, and the radio 
will transfer from the old to the new Tahoe.  

10.04 Approval of new rescue officers  
10.04.1 Jake Lorsung-President 
10.04.2 Matt Ashland-Vice President 
10.04.3 Baylee Riddle-Secretary 
10.04.4 Mathia Ashland-Treasurer 

M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz-to approve newly elected rescue officers. 
11. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

11.01 Calls for Service-2 
11.02 New skid units paid for by grant have been installed. 
11.03 Knox boxes: hope to install in the next 6 months. Alex will handle registration. There is 

no grant support available. Any structure that’s a 4 plex or larger will need to have one. 
City will notify the public and any not compliant with new ordinance will face fines. 

M/S/CU: Lende/Beckner-hold public meeting at 3/9 council meeting before approval of ordinance. 
11.04 Skids and other equipment to be sold, Lende says there’s no issue. 
11.05 Bollig Engineering’s Kris Ambeuhl answers questions from council regarding the Fire 

Hall Predesign-Beckner states we may need a committee moving forward. 
M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Johnson-approve moving forward with Bollig pre-design. 

12. POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
12.01 Calls for Service-44 
12.02 Radio units for new squad: Branded Communications gives the best deal. 

M/S/CU: Beckner/Johnson-to approve purchase of radio units from Branded Communications. 
12.03 Intern: Will Ladwig-3-5 days a week for 1.5-2 hour periods starting 2/11/26. 

M/S/CU: Beckner/Hiemenz-to approve Ladwig as intern for the City of Audubon. 
13. PUBLIC WORKS 



13.01 Water report: 480k gallons unaccounted for. Fire used about 20k gallons. Simon will 
look for leaks once the summer comes. 

13.01.1 Older meters slow down giving inaccurate readings. Each new meter costs around 
$280-$300 to replace. If replacement is necessary, the resident needing a new 
meter would have to let the city replace it or call a plumber at their own cost.  

13.02 City apartment repairs-tile and tub in poor condition, Simon wants to use tub insert or 
re-tile. He will work to find a time that works for the tenant.  

13.03 Maintenance assistant Rosing will be at water boot camp 2/17/26-2/19/26.  
M/S/CU: Lende/Beckner-approve of Simon using his judgement to make the repairs.  

14. ATTORNEY-no action items 
15. OLD BUSINESS-no action items 
16. NEW BUSINESS-no action items 
17. VISION-no action items 
18. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting: April 13th at 5:30 pm 
19. ADJOURNEMENT: 7:25 pm 
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