
 
AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

Regular Meeting 
FEBRUARY 12, 2024 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
1.01 Meeting called to order by Charles Barnett at 5:30 pm at Audubon City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL 
2.01 Members Present: Charles Barnett, Zakery Beckner, Gabrielle Branchaud, 

Deborah Marweg, and Brian Beto. 

2.02 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Jacob Lorsung, Chris Wiedenmeyer, Dan 

Lubbesmeyer, Ben Weidemann, Whitney Grossman. 

2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

4. APPROVE AGENDA 
M/S:  Marweg/ Beto to approve agenda.  
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto – 
Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

5. CONSENT AGENDA – These items are considered to be routine and will be 
approved by one motion, with no separate discussion: unless a Council member or 
citizen so requests. At which point the item will be removed from the Consent 
Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda.  
5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: regular meeting on 1-08-24;  2-05-24 
5.02 Income Statements and Cash Balances 
5.03 Payroll 
5.04 Rescue President’s Report 
5.05 Fire Chief’s Report 
5.06 Police Chief’s Report 
5.07 Public Works/Maintenance Worker's Report 
5.08 Clerk/Treasurer’s Report 

6. DISBURSEMENTS 

6.01 Final Bills & Checks 
6.02 Journal Entries                                                                  

 M/S:  Beckner/Beto to approve disbursements. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto – 

Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

7. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to hear 

from members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes, unless 

otherwise determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked to limit their comments to not more than 3 

minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. The council requests that all comments be in keeping with, and 
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contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council will not 

respond to comments at the time of the guest’s spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to be a 

discussion, comments, or a decision it will be taken up at the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility of 

future council agenda items. Thank you for attending. 

7.01 Jon Pauna-Moore Engineering: review of lead Service Line Inventory Project 
7.01.1 Lead Service Line inventory expected to begin in 2024. 

7.01.1.1 Project will determine what material composes city water lines. 
7.01.1.2 The MN Department of Health is paying all costs. 
7.01.1.3 City records will be scanned and organized into PDF’s. 
7.01.1.4 Engineers will work with PW to locate and map the water system 

in GIS. 
7.01.1.5 A survey will go out to residents asking for location of lines into 

homes. 
7.01.2 Moore applied for $1.5 million to rehab 3rd street. 

7.01.2.1 Expects to hear back by the end of March. 
7.01.2.2 Project would begin in 2025. 

7.01.3 Army Corp. of Engineers has expanded District 8 to include Becker County. 
7.01.3.1 Many more grants will be available. 
7.01.3.2 They pay up to 75% for water and wastewater projects. 

7.02 Carol Bergerson-Audubon resident and former city clerk. 
7.02.1 Calls attention to city streets and wonders what is being done. 

7.02.1.1 Robin is being addressed; Falcon is on the horizon. 
7.02.1.2 2nd Street, 5th Street, and 4th Street/Plover need repair. 

7.03 Citizens of 5th Street present, therefore section 8.05 is moved to “Guests.” 
7.03.1 Police Chief Wiedemann:  

7.03.1.1 5th Street is very cramped with parking on both sides (8.05.01-
8.05.03). 

7.03.1.2 Emergency vehicles need to be able to access residences. 
7.03.1.3 Standards observed in Los Angeles 

7.03.1.3.1 29+ feet for parking on both sides of street 
7.03.1.3.2 18-25 feet for parking on one side of street 
7.03.1.3.3 18 or less feet will not accommodate parking. 

7.03.1.4 Mr. Lubbesmeyer and Chief Wiedemann measured the street 20 ft 
wide. 

7.03.1.5 The street widens further north and south but narrower here. 
7.03.1.6 Mr. Lubbesmeyer-Plowing difficult, cannot scrape snow off into 

ditch. 
7.03.2 Steve Hanson (resident in lot 32) and daughter Stephanie (former 

resident)  
7.03.2.1 Own the camper in Wiedemann’s examples, it has been moved. 
7.03.2.2 Willing to move plow and one vehicle is gone as Stephanie moved. 
7.03.2.3 Passes out and reads letter now in council packet, longtime 

residents. 
7.03.2.4 Steve wants to plow the street so PW wouldn’t need to 
7.03.2.5 States emergency vehicles have access and no problems in the 

past. 
7.03.2.6 Money spent on No Parking signs should be used to fix potholes. 

7.03.3 Nick Olson (owner of wood shop on corner of 5th Street and Plover). 
7.03.3.1 States parking is very difficult sometimes but not always. 
7.03.3.2 “Cars are stacked and if there were a fire it would be very 

dangerous.” 
7.03.3.3 During the summer the problem is exacerbated 



7.03.4 Carol Bergerson: husband used to plow and there was no parking on one 
side. 

7.04 Beckner motions to table this topic for next month after more 
investigation can be conducted. 

7.04.1 Kelsey Beyer (resident of 4th Street) 
7.04.1.1 States there is a blind spot on the corner of 4th and Lark. 
7.04.1.2 Says she cannot exit her driveway safely at times. 

7.04.2 Mayor Barnett calls for action on this topic in this month’s meeting. 
7.04.3 Say everyone in town is doing this and they are being unfairly “singled 

out.” 
7.04.4 Lubbesmeyer: other streets have very few cars/different situations. 

7.04.4.1 Residents are piling possessions in parking spots. 
7.04.5 Cannot lower wing blade to plow properly. 
7.04.6 Branchaud: It is a city street, and we need to plow it not the Hansons. 
7.04.7 Chief Wiedenmeyer: Cannot be plowed or accessed by emergency 

vehicles. 

Marweg seconds motion to table this topic until next month. 
Roll Call:  Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Nay, Barnett – Nay, Beto – 
Nay 
Motion does not pass 

8. M/S:  Branchaud/Beto for council to approve no-parking on one side of the 5th 
Street. 

9. Beckner: Discussion-hold off until next meeting. Let Hanson’s get their 
neighborhood together to come up with a solution. 

9.01.1 Beto: Questions what would happen should residents stop plowing. 
9.01.2 Hansons: If Steve were to leave or pass the cars would be gone. 
9.01.3 Beto: Bus and transit drivers often complain it is too tight for trucks. 
9.01.4 Hansons: Semi trucks drive up and down it every day, if they must park 

on only one side they will move up and there will be less space at 5th and 
Lark. 

9.01.5 Chief Weidemann: It is against the law to block visibility at a stop sign. 
9.01.6 Barnett: ALL IN FAVOR OF MOTION by Branchaud. 

Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto – Aye, Beckner – 

Nay 
Motion Passes 4:1 

10. RESCUE 
10.01 Calls for February: 12 
10.02 Officer elections- 

10.02.1 President: Jake Lorsung 
10.02.2 Vice President: Matt Ashland 
10.02.3 Secretary: Baylee Riddle 
10.02.4 Treasurer: Mathia Ashland 

M/S:  Branchaud/Beto to approve office appointments. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto – 
Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

11. FIRE DEPARTMENT 
11.01 9 Fire Calls 
11.02 Chris is stepping down from the Chief position after this year but will stay on 

fire. 



11.03 Three members stepping down 2024 and two more in 2025 
11.04 Fire will have only 14 people left and need to recruit more. 
11.05 Received payment for Fire Call 23-36 
11.06 Lake Region Electric Trust $600 donation 

11.06.1 Resolution to accept donation 2024-2 
 M/S:  Branchaud/Beto to accept donation. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto – 
Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

12. POLICE DEPARTMENT 

12.01 98 calls and 86 traffic stops 
12.02 TZD Training Police can be paid by county for OT to enforce 

speed/DUI/seatbelt laws. 
12.03 Other training and costs of courses will be coming in months ahead. 

M/S:  Branchaud/Beckner to table until costs are known. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto – 
Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

13. PUBLIC WORKS 
13.01 Suggests replacing bulbs on Christmas snowflakes with LED’s=$2,000. 
13.02 Repaired generator to cover the water plant in case of a power outage. 
13.03 Sulfate testing may commence in spring, training Tom on samples. 
13.04 Submitted amended report to the DNR declaring well six. 
13.05 Water plant computer needs to be replaced. Will have estimate next month. 
13.06 Vision 

13.06.1 Potential for new position and job description 
13.06.1.1 The Audubon water tower needs repairs or total replacement soon. 
13.06.1.2 Needs railing but could be lucrative to rent out space for satellite 

dishes. 
13.06.1.3 Almost $50,000 in CD’s for new tower currently. 

M/S:  Branchaud/Beto to table until next meeting. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto – 
Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

14. CLERK/TREASURER 
14.01 MCFOA Annual Conference 

14.01.1 Highly recommended for new clerks include Carol Bergerson 
14.01.2 Costs are within the clerk training budget. 

M/S:  Branchaud/Marweg to approve budget for clerk to attend MCFOA conference. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto – 
Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

14.02 Direct Deposit Payroll 
14.02.1 Additional costs would be incurred but only $20-$30 per month. 
14.02.2 The council and staff could be paid DD, Fire by paper check once a year. 

M/S:  Branchaud/Beto to approve budget expenditures for direct deposit. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto – 
Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 
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14.03 2024 Noxious Weed Meeting-Council and Mayor are encouraged to attend. 
14.04 Lakes Country Water Festival-Not an Audubon event so no sponsorship. 
14.05 Quote for different porta-potty option 

14.05.1.1 Do we have a contract with the current provider? 
14.05.2 Beckner: Our current facilities should be upgraded to handicap accessible. 
14.05.3 Need to submit a request for bids.  

14.05.3.1.1 Lakes Country Connection 
14.05.3.1.2 Any other providers in the area. 

M/S:  Branchaud/Marweg to approve request for bids. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Nay, Branchaud – Aye, Beto – 
Aye 

Motion Passes 4:1 
14.06 Summary of CD’s-Investigate best options with bank and auditor, track for 

now. 
14.07 Request HRO-Council approves blocking Sperl email and re-routing to Bakken. 
14.08 Resigning of existing resolution designating poling place at city hall. 

M/S:  Branchaud/Beto to approve current clerk and mayor sign resolution. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto –
Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

15. ATTORNEY 
15.01 Indigi-Fix Lease  

15.01.1 Need to make sure all data stays safe and private. 
15.01.2 Need to figure out if taxes will be assessed. 

15.02 Indigi-Fix Service Agreement-questions from the attorney. 
15.02.1 Need active LLC or partnership, currently on file with the tribe. 
15.02.2 What are they providing vs. not providing-currently very broad. 
15.02.3 Will they still get the same deal in cases where we didn’t need help? 
15.02.4 What is the length of service? 
15.02.5 The dispute resolution in paragraph 8 needs to be rewritten. 

15.03 Corporate Technologies has received letter but needs reminded to end our 
contract. 

M/S:  Branchaud/Beto to table until next month once revisions are made and RFP is sent out. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto –
Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

16. OLD BUSINESS 
16.01 Landscaping for west city sign 

16.01.1 Mabel’s is finishing it with no cost to us. 
16.01.2 Pressure wash, build retaining wall, add rock and dirt. 

M/S: Branchaud/Beto to approve Maybel’s finish work on sign. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto –

Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

16.02 Torm Property 
16.02.1 Jonah from Becker County is designing the culvert.  
16.02.2 They will donate that cost and just charge us for gravel. 

M/S:  Beckner/Beto to approve permit application and RFP. 
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Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto –
Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

16.03 Personnel Policy review continuation 
M/S:  Branchaud/Beckner to table until next month once revisions are made and RFP is sent 
out. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto –
Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

16.04 Updated drug and alcohol policy 
16.04.1 “Buzzed driving is drunk driving” language added. 
16.04.2 Changed “under the influence” to include cannabis. 

M/S:  Branchaud/Beckner to approve changes. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto –
Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

17. No Parking Third Street to Plover 
17.01 Image One North on 5th Street 
17.02 Image Two South on 5th Street 
17.03 Image Three South on 5th Street from a distance  
17.04 All commentary above under “guests” section 

18. NEW BUSINESS 
18.01 Sperl wage theft claim 

18.01.1 December meeting-Patrick discussed the Department of Labor and 
Industry contacting and informing him of this claim. 

18.01.1.1 Provided proof of last check. 
18.01.1.2 Investigation was closed once this was submitted. 
18.01.1.3 Sperl claims healthcare deductions were not authorized. 
18.01.1.4 Bakken states Sperl was adamant about COBRA coverage. 
18.01.1.5 Wage and healthcare information are signed in her file. 
18.01.1.6 All current employees declined without being told they could, but 

she didn’t realize it was possible. 
18.01.1.7 The handbook and her supervisor were available for questions. 

M/S:  Beto/Branchaud to deny reimbursement of wages. 
Roll Call:  Barnett - Aye - Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Beto –
Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

19. VISION 
19.01 EDA board met, discussed city improvements. 

19.01.1 City Hall Door 
19.01.2 Community Center Door 
19.01.3 Audubon Community Club will meet February 21st. 
19.01.4 Resolution to declare the mayor, bank, engineer, vice mayor, and council. 

19.01.4.1 Bakken will draft and keep up to date. 

20. ANNOUNCEMENTS: REGULAR City Council Meeting – Monday March, 11th 
2024 @ 5:30 PM 

21. ADJOURNMENT 8:16 pm 
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