
 

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting 

November 10th, 2025 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER: Meeting called to order by Mayor Tyler Lende at 5:32 pm. 
2. ROLL CALL 

2.01 Members Present: Melissa Hiemenz, David Johnson, Kevin Hamernik, and Tyler 
Lende. 

2.02 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Mandy Lynch, Ben Wiedemann, Jake Lorsung, Alex Molacek, 
and Adam Simon. 

2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
4. APPROVE AGENDA 

M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Johnson to approve agenda. 
5. CONSENT AGENDA – These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by one 

motion, with no separate discussion: unless a Council member or citizen so requests. At which point 
the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda.  

5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: regular meeting held on October 20th, 2025 and 
Budget Meeting held October 27th, 2025. 

5.02 Cash Balances 
5.03 Revenue Guideline 
5.04 Truth in Taxation Meeting Notice: Public Meeting December 8th, 2025 
5.05 Maplestar Industries 2026 Liquor and Tobacco Licenses 
5.06 Orton Oil Co 2026 Liquor and Tobacco Licenses 
5.07 Resolution 2025_23 accepting Elaine Graf’s $100 donation to fire.  
5.08 Resolution 2025_24 accepting Cormorant Lions’ Club’s $1500 donation to rescue. 

M/S/CU: Johnson/Hiemenz to approve consent agenda. 
6. DISBURSEMENTS  

6.01 Payment Reports 
6.02 Final Bills  
6.03 Payroll 

M/S/CU: Johnson/Hiemenz to approve disbursements. 
7. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to 

hear from members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes, 
unless otherwise determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked to limit their comments to not more 
than 3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. The council requests that all comments be in keeping 
with, and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council 
will not respond to comments at the time of the guest’s spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there 



needs to be a discussion, comments, or a decision it will be taken up at the New Business part of the agenda with a 
possibility of future council agenda items. Thank you for attending. 

7.01 Indigifix-Nate discussion regarding sound system, data request, and YouTube. 
7.02 Linda Casper: Regional Vice President Endeavor Communities-Shelter in place plan: Lende says 

that this will not be approved until there is  an option for a community key/knox box such as the 
fire department has been discussing. This plan can incorporate them if approved and then the 
plan will work. Linda can work on this, Lynch will be in contact 

7.03 Tony and Theresa Softing: West Eagle Street-New owners of the quonset next to the railroad 
tracks and southeast of the U-Stuff It Storage Units owned by Scott Olds. They would like to take 
the trees out and in time build another shed or storage unit. There is no gate to enter the storage 
units at this point. Eastman asks if there would even be an opportunity to run utilities there. 
Lende and Johnson point out it is likely a portion of the railroad’s property. Hamernik states that 
the gravel road has always been thought to belong to the railroad. Lende tells them we will do 
some research and let them know. 

8. RESCUE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
8.01 Calls for Service-18 
8.02 Currently sitting around 130 calls for the year. 
8.03 Approve new member: Mason Theilman  

M/S/CU: Lende/Johnson to approve Mason Theilman for the rescue crew 
9. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

9.01 Calls for Service-12 
10. POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

10.01 Calls for Service-73  
10.02 Ordinance #179-suggested revisions 

10.02.1 Trailers on city streets: There have been complaints about trailers parked on the 
road. They are hard to see around, and if parked across from a driveway, it is hard 
to back out of the driveway opposite them. Often, they will move only a couple of 
weekends a year.  

10.02.2 Weidemann looked into Detroit Lakes’ city ordinances for guidance on revisions 
that could be made to Audubon’s.  

10.02.2.1 He suggests trailers that are being used for a construction project could 
obtain a permit to park previous to the work being done. 

10.02.2.2 Some trailers are being used for housing as people build a house, but 
other RV Trailers are being lived in year-round.  

10.02.2.3 Ben spoke with Schroeder-building inspector-there are not any violations 
of the zoning ordinance. 

10.02.3 Bakken states that there in a part in the current ordinance restricting camping 
overnight on a city street, but not on private property  

10.02.4 Johnson says the ordinance needs to be updated regarding in “living in” a 
camper. Lende states that there are multiple campers in town and this will be 
difficult to manage. 

10.02.5 Weidemann states that a vehicle needs to be licensed to sit on a city street, but a 
trailer can have its registration expire and it is still legal to sit on the street. In a 
previous city he worked in, a trailer could sit on the street but only as long as it is 
hooked to a vehicle.  

10.02.6 Lende states that this needs to be looked at and updated. Bakken states that he 
will look around. Perhaps a week permit at a time would be good to have visitors in 
a camper. Another idea would be to let trailers stay on city streets for a maximum 
of 48 hours. Weidemann and Bakken will look further into this.  

11. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 
11.01 Drug Testing: Clearing house could be signed up for, but it costs money per year and 

wouldn’t really be random. We have a policy covering that, so should we really pay? 
M/S/CU: Lende/Hiemenz: to drop the clearinghouse and follow our own policy for drug testing.  

11.02 City building lighting retrofit-approve expenditure in 2025 to maximize rebate return. 
11.02.1 Rebates on lighting would be around 5k instead of $18,500 that was budgeted 

for. This is only for this year, so the $18,500 would be taken out of the budget. 
M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Johnson: to proceed with Ace Electric to update the lighting for shop and city hall. 



11.03 Water Report: went through plant, took samples, did inspections at water plant. The 
only correction he would make is to the overflow piping from the water tower to get 
extended to the concrete pad, whereas the overflow would currently hit the ground. 

11.04 MDH Water Sanitary Survey Report: 127,000 gallons unaccounted for, typical.  
11.05 Hemmelgarn Update: difficulties in contacting excavation crew for the last two months. 

Spoke with Norman and Venoi last week to caution against work being completed 
during the winter months. Frost has a tendency to sink into freshly broken ground 
compounded by the lack of ground cover. They would like to proceed next spring.  

12. CLERK/TREASURER 
12.01 Grant Updates: 

12.01.1 Becker County Commissioners Resolution in support of Audubon LRIP Grant 
12.01.2 Food Forest Ceremony: Great Holiday Gift Idea! 
12.01.3 Solar on City Buildings grant: Meetings set monthly for first quarter 

12.02 Budget Updates: 
12.02.1 Levy lowered significantly after Simon’s analysis of streets needing repairs. 
12.02.2 Public Meeting-Truth in Taxation will be December 8th @ 6:01 pm (time change). 

12.03 SRC Meeting November 19th-4:30 at the Audubon Community Center 
12.04 PFMLA Training 

12.04.1 Fergus Falls November 20th 
12.04.2 Lunch and Learn for FT employees November 17th @ noon 
12.04.3 Fire, Rescue, and Council requirements 

13. DEPUTY CLERK 
13.01 Billing accounts 

13.01.1 Past due accounts-17 currently pending disconnect 
13.01.1.1 Currently 6 accounts working toward revenue recapture 

13.01.2 Audit plan and initial observations 
13.01.2.1 Penalties assigned and non-conformities for some residences 
13.01.2.2 Rates and consumption levels are suspect for some accounts 
13.01.2.3 Seasonal, senior citizen, and garbage rates may need updating 
13.01.2.4 Route schedule leaves some homes out of the reading at times 
13.01.2.5 Audit results should be available by the end of 2025.  

14. ATTORNEY 
15. OLD BUSINESS 

15.01 Resolution 2025_25 Regarding Requests for Council Action submitted by Matthew and 
Marjorie Hughes. All issues were given to appropriate council liaison to address. If 
there is anything remaining to address, Bakken states council should do so. 

15.02 Baseball Fields-Mound cover purchase approval-Lende states that we need these, but 
questions if this is the best price available.  Hiemenz says these things are out in the 
elements and it is kind of ridiculous to skimp. Some options are in the hundreds of 
dollars, others are in the thousands. Simon asks if there may be a local business who 
could sponsor this purchase. The total for both is $1840.98. 

M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Johnson to approve purchase of the mound covers. 
15.03 Softball field update: Beckner not present for update 
15.04 East Hawk Engineering Meeting 11.11.2025 at 5 pm-will need a follow up meeting to 

discuss with full council. Lende will update Eastman. 
16. NEW BUSINESS 

16.01 Handbook Revision to include PFMLA policy. 
M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Johnson to approve the new MN Paid Family Leave Policy.  

17. VISION: Audubon Township would like to meet to discuss the terms of the current fire 
contract before they pay their total due. ISO level is getting better due to response time lower 
out of 10 is better. We just went from 6 down to 5. Meeting will be at 6 pm on December 1st. 

17.01 Eastman: Little free store-OK to accept donations and store in the empty part of the 
building.  

18. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting: November 24th-Budget Meeting, Dec 8th @ 6:01 PM 
19. ADJOURNEMENT @ 7:02 p.m. 



 
 

 


	AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

