
 

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting 

October 7th, 2024 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
1.01 Meeting called to order by Charles Barnett at 5:30 pm at Audubon City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL 
2.01 Members Present: Deborah Marweg, Zakery Beckner, Chales Barnett and 

Gabrielle Branchaud. Brian Beto states he is on his way via text message. 
2.02 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Whitney Grossman, Jacob Lorsung, Ben Weidemann, and 

Karen Moe. 
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
4. APPROVE AGENDA 

M/S/CU: Branchaud/Marweg to approve agenda. 
5. DISBURSEMENTS 
6. CONSENT AGENDA – These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by one 

motion, with no separate discussion: unless a Council member or citizen so requests. At which point the 
item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda.  
6.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: regular meeting held on 9-09-2024, and special 

meeting held on 9-16-2024 
6.02 Income Statements and Cash Balances 
6.03 Payroll 
6.04 Rescue President’s Report 
6.05 Fire Chief’s Report 
6.06 Police Chief’s Report 
6.07 Public Works Report 
6.08 Clerk/Treasurer’s Report 

M/S/CU: Marweg/ Branchaud to approve consent agenda. 
7. DISBURSEMENTS 

7.01 Final Bills & Checks 
7.02 Payments 

M/S/CU: Marweg/ Branchaud to approve disbursements 
8. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to 

hear from members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes, 
unless otherwise determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked to limit their comments to not more than 



3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by the council. The council requests that all comments be in keeping with, 
and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council will not 
respond to comments at the time of the guest’s spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to be a 
discussion, comments, or a decision it will be taken up at the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility of 
future council agenda items. Thank you for attending. 
8.01 Marjorie Hughes: Haunted Path: not present at beginning of meeting 
8.02 Indigi-fix: Technicians ran late and this portion was moved to the clerk’s report. 

8.02.1 Water Plant Computer 
8.02.2 Council devices 
8.02.3 Video Cameras 
8.02.4 Mass Communication System 
8.02.5 Maintenance building technology 

8.02.5.1 Printer 
8.02.5.2 Phone and Internet hard wired to building 

9. RESCUE 
9.01 Rescue calls this month: 11 
9.02 Jake Lorsung Rescue President passed his national certification for EMT. 
9.03 New Grant approval 

9.03.1 Grant needs a match totaling $2,600 to be split between Fire and Rescue: $1,300 
each. It can come out of protective gear or capital outlay. 

M/S/CU: Beckner/Branchaud to approve grant with 5% cash match 
10. FIRE DEPARTMENT 

10.01 Retirements: Charles Barnett and Josh Rosing 
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beckner to approve retirements as of September 2024 

10.02 Fire Hall 
11. POLICE DEPARTMENT 

11.01 34 calls 
11.02 Dangerous unknown dog at large, currently under investigation 

12. PUBLIC WORKS 
12.01 Decision from hiring committee regarding new maintenance assistant hire 

12.01.1 Beckner revises previous selection based on background check. 
12.01.2 Moe states licenses from Castleberry candidate will transfer to MN. 

M/S/CU: Beckner/Marweg to approve Hire of Cavin Castleberry at $20/hour until licenses transfer 
which will increase to $22.50 after MN licensing is secured. 
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Marweg to re-evaluate for Full Time therefore benefits once licenses transfer. 

12.02 Volunteer possibility 
12.02.1 96 hour commitment; through the department of corrections.  

M/S/CU: Beckner/Beto to approve volunteer at Police Chief’s discretion. 
12.03 New pick-up with plow 

M/S: Beto/Beckner to approve purchase of $11,250 for smaller city truck with plow. 
Roll Call: Marweg: Nay, Branchaud: Nay, Beto: Aye, Beckner: Aye, Barnett: Aye  
Motion passes 3:2 
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beto to table discussion of current city truck sale be it by auction or sealed bid. 

12.04 Lead and Copper report needs to be submitted by the 28th. 
12.05 Corrective Motion: how to pay for engineering study 

M/S: Beckner/Beto to use sewer and water funds to pay for engineering study. 
Roll Call: Marweg: Aye, Branchaud: Nay, Beto: Aye, Beckner: Aye, Barnett: Aye 
Motion passes 4:1 

13. CLERK/TREASURER 
13.01 Classification and Compensation Study: need to update wage scale 

13.01.1 David Drown and Associates 
13.01.2 Flaherty and Hood 

M/S: Barnett/Beto to approve study 
Roll Call: Marweg: Nay, Branchaud: Nay, Beto: Aye, Beckner: Nay, Barnett: Aye 
Motion Fails-3:2 
M/S/CU: Beckner/Marweg to table classification and compensation study until November 

13.02 Website Updates 



13.02.1 Drone Footage: will appear on website once updates are ready. 
13.02.2 Logo/Letterhead: shared with council: positive feedback. 

13.03 Black Friday  
M/S/CU: Beto/Beckner to approve Black Friday to replace Columbus Day as a paid holiday. 
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beckner to add to the revisions for the handbook that one must work the day 
before and the day after a holiday to be paid for it. 

13.04 Next meeting day (Veteran’s Day-move to 12th?): Consensus is yes, move to the 12th of 
November. 

13.05 Indigi-fix 
13.05.1 Water Plant Computer: No progress. Need to contact Sweeny. 
13.05.2 Council devices: Ordering soon 
13.05.3 Video Cameras: No progress. Should be added at budget time 
13.05.4 Mass Communication System: No progress. 
13.05.5 Maintenance building technology: Recommended to call Arvig and install. 

13.05.5.1   Printer: need to purchase. Indigi-fix will make recommendation. 
13.05.5.2     Internet: needed to work on reports and to maintain security. 

13.06 Annual Review 
14. ATTORNEY 

14.01 No Action Items 
15. OLD BUSINESS 

15.01  Employee Health Care: can we  
15.01.1 1st option: QSERA: HRA-not a great option and prohibitively expensive for 

employees to be able to use for medical needs. 
15.01.2 2nd option: PEIP: No limits based on group size, locked in for 4 years, very low 

out of pocket max, no dental or vision.  
M/S/CU: Beckner/Beto to approve PEIP Advantage Plan for each employee and allow them to elect to 
choose the family component out of pocket.  

15.02  Maybel’s Utility Easement: Owner now proposes Audubon pay $3,333.33 for 3 years 
and a lump sum of $10,000 at that time for a total of $20,000. The council had initially 
offered $3,000.  Branchaud questions what will happen if they do not comply after the 
3 years has passed 

15.03 Beckner states that the city already has a prescriptive easement. He also points out that 
Brad Cossette currently owns the property and may not be too happy about us paying 
someone else this money to use his land. In addition, this was originally Bakken’s bait 
shop, and we were allowed unlimited access which implies the right to imminent 
domain. Bakken suggests giving this matter over to him with an allowance to spend up 
to $3,000 on paying a fee for access and if not, to initiate a lawsuit. 

M/S/CU: Beto/Marweg to approve allowing Mr. Bakken to take this matter from here. 
15.04  Ordinance 168 Updating Ordinance 128 

M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beckner to approve publishing Ordinance 168 with revisions and signatures of 
current mayor and clerk.  

15.05  Unused streetlights on 4th Street 
M/S/CU: Beckner/Marweg to table until next meeting. 

16. NEW BUSINESS 
16.01 EDA: Approval for lighting addition: Street lights by Al’s; Ottertail Power Company is 

replacing these lights and any costs associated will be covered by the EDA.  
M/S/CU: Beckner/Branchaud to install at the cost of the EDA, no costs will fall on the city. 

16.02 Parking Ordinance 
16.02.1 Audubon Ordinance #179 
16.02.2 Glyndon Ordinance #194 

M/S/CU: Beckner/Marweg to table until next meeting. 
17. VISION: EDA has purchased a community garden next to the water tower and needs a plan 

for water and compost.  
18.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: REGULAR City Council Meeting – November 12, 2024 @5:30pm 
19. ADJOURNMENT: 9:22 pm October 7th, 2024 
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