
 

AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
Budget Workshop 

August 25th, 2025 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER: Meeting called to order by Mayor Tyler Lende at 5:34 pm. 
2. ROLL CALL 

2.01 Members Present: Melissa Hiemenz, Zak Beckner (joined at 6:05 om), Kevin 
Hamernik, and Tyler Lende. 

2.02 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Ben Weidemann, Mandy Lynch, and Adam Simon. 
2.03 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken. 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
4. APPROVE AGENDA 

M/S/CU: Hiemenz/Hamernik to approve agenda. 
5. DAVID JONSON: OATH OF OFFICE 

5.01 Oath of office administered by Mayor Tyler Lende. 
6. BUDGET BY DEPARTMENT 

6.01 COUNCIL 
6.01.1  Will add a line item for property tax. 

6.02 CLERK TREASURER 
6.02.1 Discussion: Creating new excel sheet for budget with additional line items.  
6.02.2 Plan to organize all yearly invoices by month and department moving forward. 
6.02.3 Will provide binders to council next meeting with all expenses and revenues by 

department for 2025 to help predict 2026 expenses. 
6.02.4 Next meeting: revenues, bond payments, and insurance costs will be covered.   

6.03 RESCUE: Balanced budget 
6.04 FIRE DEPARTMENT 

6.04.1 Mostly balanced. 
6.04.2 Bollig Engineers are optimistic about securing funding for Fire Hall. 
6.04.3 Need to figure where to put the trucks if it is found to be structurally unsound. 
6.04.4 One option would be a public safety building which opens us up to more grant 

funding options and could have a police evidence room. 
6.05 POLICE DEPARTMENT 

6.05.1    Request for new squad car in budget for 2026. 
6.05.2 Request to plan for camera, docking station, and lights in 2027. 
6.05.3 Beckner proposes spending money from CD’s on car now.  

6.06 PUBLIC WORKS  
6.06.1 Fuel costs have increased. 



6.06.2 Snowplowing costs are unpredictable.  
6.06.3 Employee wages are going to be higher next year. Strategy of splitting hours 

worked between water, sewer and public works working well. Very close to 
estimates from last year.  

6.06.4 Streets and roads: $237,120 for all necessary road repairs (Driveway Services). 
6.06.5 Assessments to help citizens: Hemelgarten will be around $2k according to Boits, 

Brandon will be more. Perhaps around $5k. Simon is waiting on quotes.  
6.06.6 Gottenborg properties: may be an expense, currently unknown. 

7. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting: September 8th 2025 
8. ADJOURNEMENT: 7:16 PM 
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