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AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

Special Meeting
August 19th, 2024 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall

CALL TO ORDER
1.01 Meeting called to order by Charles Barnett at 5:30 pm at Audubon City Hall.

2. ROLL CALL

2.01 Members Present: Charles Barnett, Gabrielle Branchaud, and Brian Beto.
2.02 Members Not Present: Deborah Marweg and Zak Beckner.

2.03 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Jacob Lorsung, Karen Moe, and Ben Weidemann.
2.04 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4. PUBLIC HEARING: POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS DOG

4.01 Police Report
4.01.1 On 7/29/2024 officer Ben Wiedemann was dispatched to a dog bite call in
Audubon, MN. The victim, Mr. Doug Martin had been on his morning walk when
he reports a dog “Ran up to him and bit him in the rear-end.” He noted a woman
(Owner Theresa Erickson) was present attempting to get the dog back into the
house. Mr. Martin was concerned about rabies as the dog’s teeth punctured his
skin. Theresa verified the dog is vaccinated for rabies and explained that this same
thing had happened the previous month.
4.02 Police Letter to Owner
4.02.1 After conferring with legal counsel, Chief Wiedemann issued a letter to Ms.
Erickson explaining that her dog is potentially dangerous and what steps should be
taken if she would like to appeal and/or register the dog as potentially dangerous.
4.03 Owner’s Letter of Appeal
4.03.1 Ms. Erickson’s appeal letter dated August 9th explains she is to blame for dog,
“Gunner,” being outside with no leash or collar. She is using the dog for a guard dog
and is concerned she will be in danger if she is not allowed to keep him. She also
noted how unhappy “Gunner” is to stay inside and that he is a very good puppy.
4.04 Further Discussion:
4.04.1 The Ericksons note that they believed the dog bit was just a scratch initially and
that they did not know of any city lease law ordinance.
4.04.2 Chief Wiedemann recommends that the dog be labelled as dangerous
4.04.3 Legal council Bakken explains “Gunner” will be under certain conditions:
4.04.3.1  Six months of probation
4.04.3.2  Registration and $200 annual filing fee
4.04.3.3 Micro-chipping
4.04.3.4 Sterilization



4.04.3.5 Potentially Dangerous Dog signs posted at the home/yard.
4.04.3.6  Erickson asks for one more chance at which time Barnett and Beto explain
this is not the end of the story and that the dog may be rehabilitated and
potentially released from these conditions. They suggest classes and
training. After 6 months she can appeal to have conditions lifted.
M/S: Beto/Branchaud to deem “Gunner” a potentially dangerous dog. Barnett abstains from vote.
5. BUDGET WORKSHOP
5.01 Branchaud expresses concern in budget planning and notes that the time investment
does not fit the reward as the budget is not followed specifically when needs arise and
unexpected situations occur. She suggests Audubon approve a number close to our
standard levy percentage and have state auditors come in to look at our books and get
everything properly corrected and transparent.
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beto to contact state auditors and have them go through the city’s books.
M/S/CU: Branchaud/Beto to table budget discussion until full council in September.
6. ADJOURNMENT: This meeting adjourned at 6:16 p.m. Next Regular Meeting will be
held Monday, September 9th, 2024, at 5;30 p.m.
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