
 
AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

August 14, 2023 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

1.01 Mayor Barnett called meeting to order at 5:30pm at Audubon City Hall. 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
3. ROLL CALL 

3.01 Members Present:  Zak Beckner, Brian Beto, Charles Barnett, Gabrielle Branchaud, 
Deborah Marweg 

3.02 Staff:  D. Lubbesmeyer, B. Weidemann, C. Wiedenmeyer, S. Schroeder, J. Lorsung, P. 
Bakken 

3.03 Guests:  iPhoneB (ZOOM), John (Zoom), iPhone (Zoom), CSherman (Zoom), Carol 
Bergerson, Deb Ness 

4. APPROVE AGENDA  
4.01 M/S/C Marweg/Beto to approve agenda as presented.  M/S/C Branchaud/Beckner to 

amend the agenda and move 14.04 Deb Ness Driveway Report to 7.05. 
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg - Aye 

5. CONSENT AGENDA – These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by one motion, with no separate 
discussion; unless a Council member or citizen so requests. At which point the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda 
and placed elsewhere on the agenda.  
5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: Regular meeting July 10, 2023 and Special 

Meetings, July 20, 2023, July 24, 2023 & August 1, 2023 
5.02 Income Statements 
5.03 Utility Billing Clerk Report 
5.04 Payroll 
5.05 Rescue President’s Report 
5.06 Fire Chief’s Report 
5.07 Police Chief’s Report 
5.08 Public Works/Maintenance Worker's Report 
5.09 Clerk/Treasurer’s Report 

M/S/C Marweg/Beto to approve consent agenda items as presented.  Amendment made to 
meeting minutes on July 10th, 2023 and seconded by Beckner to for the motion on page 7-8 
to read M/S Beto, Branchaud motion to allow Koehnen to place call to Lubbesmeyer in the 
morning.  Discussion:  Wedemann noted Stephenson’s husband is in public works and 
believes the City has access to several resources to keep duties current. 
Roll Call:  Beckner-Nay, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Nay, Branchaud – Nay, Marweg – Nay 
Motion failed 4-1. 
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg - Aye 
 

6. DISBURSEMENTS 

 



6.01 Final Bills & Checks 
6.02 Journal Entries 
6.03 Proposed Bills & Additional Bills 
M/S/C Beto/Marweg to approve Disbursements as submitted.  Branchaud asked about the 
billing from Corporate Technologies and PC Parts.  Beckner stated that Joel was in over the 
weekend.  Need to finish the file share and as soon as that is in place the city will began 
support from PC Parts on an as needed basis and Corporate Technologies can be cancelled. 
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg - Aye 
 

  
7. GUESTS: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to hear from 

members of the public. This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes, unless otherwise 
determined by the council. Individual speakers are asked to limit their comments to not more than 3 minutes, unless otherwise 
determined by the council. The council requests that all comments be in keeping with, and contribute to, an atmosphere of 
civil, courteous, thoughtful, and respectful public discourse. The council will not respond to comments at the time of the guests 
spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to be a discussion, comments, or a decision it will be taken up at 
the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility of future council agenda items. Thank you for attending. 
 
7.01 Colleen Hoffman, Auditor – arrived at 6:43pm.  Discussed with council that they can 

call any time with questions on the budget, financials.  Council discussed with 
Hoffman the Summerfest funds and that the city cannot do fundraising.  The 
Summerfest funds to be submitted to the Audubon Community Network is $8,522.75 

7.02 Marjorie Hughes – Audubon Community Network 
Ms. Hugues informed council she has applied for a non-profit – Audubon Community 
Network and was requesting the Summerfest funds to be transferred to this new 
501C3 non-profit.   
M/S/C Beto/Marweg to approve the current SummerFest funds be transferred to the 
Audubon Community Network.   
Beckner – Aye, Beto- Aye, Barnett-Aye, Branchaud – Abstain, Marweg – Aye 
Beckner asked Ms. Hughes about the non-profit, how many people are on it, who can 
be on it.  Discussion on insurance for the non-profit.  Bakken responded the non-profit 
should be able to look into getting it’s own policy.   
Ms. Hughes informed council the first event the group would like to do is a City-wide 
Fall Clean up.  Discussion took place on open meeting laws should multiple council 
members like to attend the Audubon Community Network meetings. 

7.03 Matt Restad – Auto Pay City Water Bills – Was not present at meeting 
7.04 Steve Schroeder – City Building Inspector 

S. Schroeder discussed the City’s Zoning Ordinance and possible updates.  Requested 
changes on side lot set backs.  Suggested a change to accessory buildings cannot be 
larger than the foot print of the dwelling unit.  Example – dwelling unit foot pring is 
1,000 square feet, the accessory structures cannot be more than 1,000 square feet.  
Would like to do 16 foot grade height to unify residential areas. 
Bakken informed council to make changes to the Zoning Ordinance a public hearing 
would need to be held.  Council requested Bakken to have the proposed changes 
ready for council to review at the September meeting.  Beckner requested they treat 
them as separate issues. 

7.05 Proposal for Deb Ness Driveway Repair 
Beckner received a quote for Moltzan Concrete with what it would cost to fix a 10x30 
piece of concrete and received a bid of $2,800 if the City removes the concrete or 



$4,000 if Moltzan removes the concrete.  Beckner would like to cut Ms. Ness a check 
for $2,800 for the repair of her driveway, her to facilitate the repairs.  Ms. Ness stated 
she would just like to have the driveway fixed instead of a check.  Beto asked if the 
final payment has been made to the contractors – yes the project has been 
completed.  Branchaud asked where the funds for this would be coming from in the 
budget and has Beckner received more than one quote.  Beckner stated it would come 
out of the Maintenance Budget and more than one quote did come through.  Ms. 
Ness stated she would like the city to handle everything.  Beckner stated he would 
have volunteers and D Lubbesmeyer help with removal of the pad and the prepping of 
the soil before the concrete is poured. 
M/S/C Beckner/Beto to cut Deb a check for $2,800, with a contract created by Bakken 
with the agreement that the City is no longer involved and Beckner to set up 
volunteers for removal of concrete.  Amendment made to original motion – M/S/C 
Beckner/Marweg for one additional quote for concrete and the city handles setting up 
the pouring of the concrete up to $2,800.   
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg - Aye 
Beckner to communicate with Ms. Ness on the timeline of the repairs. 
 

8. PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
8.01 Census Hydra Meter – Meter for hydrants that would meter usage of commercial 

contractors that are using water and then allow the city to bill off of this usage.  Cost 
is $1,500-$1,800.   

8.02 MPCA – Dan had in his Consent Agenda report what has been happening.  The MPCA 
has closed the case on Lift Station #1. 

8.03 Part-Time Maintenance Interviews – Have reviewed resumes, will be scheduling 
interviews. 

8.04 No Parking Lark to Plover – Weidemann had told residents on there would be a public 
hearing to inform residents when this would be happening.  Shallene was to send out 
notices.  Council requested the public hearing be next month. 
M/S/C Branchaud/Beckner to send out notices to residents about the no parking from 
Lark to Plover Street.   
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg - Aye 
The notices should be sent at least two weeks before the meeting so that everyone on 
the street can voice their concerns.  
 

9. FIRE DEPARTMENT 
9.01 Fire Relief SC Form 

M/S/C Beto/Beckner to approve the Audubon Fire Department Relief Association 
2023 SC Form.   
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg - Aye 
S. Bakken to work with Cindy on getting signed.  Relief Bylaws were not in the packet. 

9.02 Township Annual Meeting per Fire Contract 
Wiedenmeyer asked about the Annual Meeting to be held by the fire department for 
per the contracts.  Consensus from council was that all council would be present at 
the meeting.  Wiedenmeyer to set up. 

9.03 Audubon Fire Bills 
All fire bills are caught up, C. Sperl has created a new spreadsheet for tracking. 



9.04 Grant Writer 
The grant writer has completed the grant process.  The Fire Department has applied 
for six different grants. 

9.05 State Funding Request 
Wiedenmeyer is requesting $21,000 from the City Public Safety Aid that will be 
distributed to the city’s on December 26th to be used as $15,000 for a new pump and 
$6,000 to be used to purchase gear for the new truck. 
 

10. POLICE DEPARTMENT 
10.01 Leave of Absence – Chief Weidemann requested vacation from 8/15/2023-8/31/2023 

for a total of 60 hours.  He will be in a couple days because he has court three days 
and animal control issues that will need some attention. 
M/S/C Branchaud/Beto to approve Chief Weidemann’s vacation from August 15th-
August 31st.   
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg - Aye 

10.02 Body Cam – M. Hughes asked about a body cam for Weidemann.  There needed to be 
a policy in place and that has been approved.  Bakken stated that per statute a public 
hearing is needed.  Ben to put on the agenda for next month to purchase body cam. 
 

11. RESCUE 
11.01 Lake Eunice Rescue Contract – all contracts have been signed except Lake Eunice’s 
11.02 Grants – Rescue has been awarded two grants one is to purchase an AED and the 

other from TEAM for $30,000-$35,000 to purchase a Rescue Rig. 
 

12. CLERK/TREASURER 
12.01 Cigelske Building Permit – Sperl 

 
13. ATTORNEY 

13.01 Complaint – Bakken spoke with council regarding a complaint that was given to 
council.  Council reviewed the complaint that was in the red folder that was given to 
them.  Bakken informed council they cannot identify the person who made the 
complaint nor who the complaint is about.  Discussion on who would need to 
investigate the complaint.  Bakken informed council that a council member could 
investigate, a third party could investigate (person or law firm), or Bakken could 
investigate.  Branchaud stated she would prefer either Bakken or a third party to 
investigate possibly outsource to a police agency or another law firm.  Bakken stated 
the complainant has an attorney and Bakken to check with attorney to make sure that 
the attorney is okay with him handling the complaint.   
M/S/C Beto/Branchaud for Bakken to handle the investigation of the complaint. 
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg - Aye 
 

14. OLD BUSINESS 
14.01 MPCA – Schedule of Compliance – Council discussed with Patrick/D Lubbesmeyer the 

MPCA complaint and the agreement.  Barnett state he would call Elana in the 
morning. 



M/S/C Branchaud/Beckner to post pone the signing of the agreement to allow for 
Lubbesmeyer to read the contract and MPCA to be contacted and for Zak’s questions 
to be asked. 
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg - Aye 

14.02 Bad Boy’s Towing Fence Permit 
M/S/C Barnett/Beto to waive the $75 permit fee for a fence for Bad Boyz Towing.  
Discussion – Branchaud asked if this is setting precedence for disgruntled residents.  
Marweg asked if Matt already has the permit.  Barnett stated yes he just hasn’t paid 
the fee. 
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg - Aye 

14.03 Verkada Security Systems – Tabled from June – No discussion. 
14.04 Non-Elected Official Appointed Member for Fire Relief 

M/S/C Branchaud/Beto to appoint Matt Hughes as the non-elected official to the 
Audubon Fire Department Relief Association Board. 
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg - Aye 

 
 

15. NEW BUSINESS 
15.01 Eagle & 4th St. Closure – Barnett 

Barnett requested the closure of Eagle and 4th Street on September 16th for the 
Celebration of Life for John Ronning.  Beto stated that Barnett to fill out a permit. 
M/S/C Branchaud/Beckner to approve a pert for the closure of Eagle and 4th Street on 
September 16th, 2023.  Barnett is to complete the permit for the closure. 
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg – Aye 

15.02 Repurposing of Old Softball Fields for Commercial and Residential Use 
Beckner discussed with council the repurposing of the softball fields as there is a 
business owner of a company called Ronnings would like to purchase a 2 are lot to 
build a commercial building – storage, does not sound like a store front.  Something 
like R&R.  Beckner discussed with J. Pauna and the cost associated would be 
approximately $50,000 plus $3,000 for surveying.  Discussion on water and sewer.  It 
is a force main, was stated you cannot tie into a force main. 
M/S/C Beckner/Branchaud for the city to investigate the rezoning and selling of the 
softball fields. 
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg - Aye 

15.03 Accepting Clerk/Treasurer Resignation  
M/S/C Beckner/Branchaud to accept the resignation of Shallene Stephenson as the 
City’s Clerk/Treasurer.  
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg, Aye 
M/S/C Branchaud/Beckner to amend the motion to accept the resignation for the 
date of August 9th, 2023. 
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg - Aye 

15.04 Interim City Clerk – Bakken discussed with council budget timeline and possibly just 
adding a 5% increase on the budget and then working on numbers at a later date.  
Branchaud stated that C. Sperl was not interested in being the clerk but will help in 



the interim.  Bakken stated the council could look possibly contacting Denise 
Anderson.   
M/S/C Branchaud/Beckner to offer Jessica Wiedenmeyer the interim position at $32 
an hour, Wiedenmeyer to track hours and bill council for the time.   
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg – Aye  
 
Wiedenmeyer stated she would not be doing disbursements nor Human Resources 
type roll. 
M/S/C Branchaud/Marweg for duties to be payroll, assist with data entry of budget, 
agenda packet, state sales tax, water surcharge payments, meeting minutes and 
anything else she may feel comfortable doing. 
Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg - Aye   

 
16. VISION 

Beckner discussed with council his vision on a beautification project along Highway 10. 
 
C.Bergerson stated she made a vision suggestion to council – Robin Street has many weed 
violations, etc. and the road in front of her house after the county project has several pot 
holes in front of her house, they have been trying to fill them in but it is not working.  
 
Beto made an announcement to council regarding the state of the city, the change over in 
staff and that we need to do better. 

 
17.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
REGULAR MEETINGS 
City Council Meeting – Monday September 11, 2023 @ 5:30 p.m. 
EDA Meeting –  
 
SPECIAL MEETINGS 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to come before council Barnett adjourned the meeting at 8:40pm 
 

THESE MINUTES ARE TO BE APPROVED AT THE September 11th, 2023 REGULAR MEETING.  

 


