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AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Regular Meeting

July 10, 2023 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall
1. CALLTO ORDER
1.01 Meeting called to order by Charles Barnett at 5:31 pm at Audubon City Hall.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. ROLLCALL
3.01 Members Present: Zakery Beckner, Brian Beto, Charles Barnett, Gabrielle Branchaud, Deborah Marweg
3.02 Members Absent:
3.03 Staff: Shallene Stephenson, Ben Weidemann
3.04 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken, Colleen Hoffmann — City Auditor
4. APPROVE AGENDA -

M/S: Beto/Branchaud motion to approve agenda with the addition of 14.05 Radar/Lidar Reimbursement for Chief
Weidemann, 15.04 Audubon Township, 15.05 City Audit and 15.06 Online posting of Council minutes.
Motion Passed Unanimously

5. CONSENT AGENDA - These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by one motion, with no separate discussion; unless a
Council member or citizen so requests. At which point the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda.

5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: Regular meeting June 12, 2023 and Special Meeting June 2, 2023.
5.02 Utility Billing Clerk Report
5.03 Payroll
5.04 Rescue President’s Report
5.05 Fire Chief’s Report
5.06 Police Chief’s Report
5.07 Public Works/Maintenance Worker’s Report
5.08 Clerk/Treasurer’s Report
M/S: Branchaud/Beto motion to approve the Consent Agenda.
Motion Passed Unanimously

6. DISBURSEMENTS
6.01 Final Bills & Checks
6.02 Journal Entries
6.03 Proposed Bills & Additional Bills
M/S: Beto/Branchaud motion to approve disbursements excluding cleaning supplies billed to the fire department.
Stephenson will make a journal entry and move expense to the general fund.
Motion Passed Unanimously

7. Guests: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to hear from members of the public.
This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes, unless otherwise determined by Council. Individual speakers are



asked to limit their comments to no more than 3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by Council. The council requests that all comments be in
keeping with, and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful and respectful discourse. The council will not respond to comments at
the time of the guests spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to be a discussion, comments or a decision it will be take up at
the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility of future council agenda items. Thank you for attending.

7.01 Scott Olds — Addressed concerns with Public Works Superintendent Koehnen. Does not feel he is
capable of doing the job. Everyone here has something at stake. After 2 years, Olds feels Koehnen is
not learning the duties of the job.

7.02 Brad Cossette — Cossette asked if an employee evaluation was completed yearly. Branchaud stated
that not everyone sees them as the Council is a Type A Council and that they hire, fire and discipline.
Branchaud noted a written write up is not public knowledge unless an employee chooses to leave the
meeting open.

7.03 Daniel Myers — Myers was looking for an update and to reiterate his boundry line concerns presented
at last month’s meeting.

7.04 Sean Osse — Audubon Fire Relief Association is waiting for council to appoint another officer. This
position needs to be a non elected official. Osse presented the SC-23 form which is how retirement is
figured. Osse was asking the council to accept as presented. Beckner stated the named officer has
usually been an EDA officer. Olds or Cossette were asked to be present at the July 19, 2023 meeting at
5:30 p.m. at the Fire Hall to review the forms and numbers presented.

7.05 Matt & Marjorie Hughes — Stated they had spoken with Steve Schroeder, Building Inspector for
Audubon. Building permit is necessary for anything over 10’. Barnett noted it should be at least a 10’
fence placed. Bakken advised to speak with property insurance also. Asked Hughes to propose and
present a plan to Myers to get his approval.

8. PUBLIC WORKS — Not present at meeting
9. FIRE DEPARTMENT - Not present at meeting
10. POLICE DEPARTMENT
11. RESCUE - Not present at meeting
12. CLERK/TREASURER
12.01 Catalis/Gov Office Contract that handles our website hosting is being increased. Stephenson will be
searching for other options.

13. ATTORNEY

14. OLD BUSINESS

14.01 Public Works Comp Time Policy

14.02 Weather Siren Act — Beckner talked to Nordine Fire to have a cell based activation. Becker County
Sheriff’s Department could do. Parts to complete would be a few hundred dollars. Beckner noted it
does not need to be installed in the Fire Hall building.

14.03 Handbook changes. Bakken noted the League of Minnesota Cities is creating an updated model.
Bakken has put corrections on pause to model after the League’s.

14.04 Mowing Highway 10 Median — Koehnen joined meeting by Zoom. Beckner stated if Koehnen feels
comfortable and safe, it could continue.



14.05

M/S: Beckner/Beto motion to allow maintenance to continue to mow the Highway 10 median in
between the Welcome to Audubon signs.

Discussion: Marjorie Hughes stated if we keep mowing it to not blow the grass clippings into the road.
Radar/Lidar for Chief Weidemann.

M/S: Marweg/Beto motion to use funds to pay for reimbursement.
Motion Passed Unanimously

M/S: Branchaud/Beckner motion to table items 14.01, 14.02 and 14.03 until Bakken receives updates.
Motion Passed Unanimously

15. NEW BUSINESS

15.01

15.02

15.03

15.04

15.05

MPCA Meeting — Barnett, Marweg, Koehnen and Stephenson met with the MPCA in Detroit Lakes
regarding a Schedule of Compliance Contract. Stephenson will forward to Bakken for his review.
Contract will be approved at August 14, 2023 meeting. Marweg asked for a Standard Operating
Procedure to be prepared. The Schedule of Compliance will cover items needed.

Clerk Treasurer Review — Beto and Marweg met with Stephenson to complete the 6 month
probationary period review. Both stated she is doing an outstanding job. Stephenson’s wage will be
increased by 25 cents/hour and will be reviewed again at evaluations at the end of the year.
Branchaud felt this should have been a council review. Bakken reviewed the handbook and it does not
specify who would be the council members conducting review. Handbook needs clarifying.

M/S: Marweg/Beckner motion to approve the 25 cents per hour increase.

Roll Call: Marweg — aye, Bet —aye, Beckner — aye, Branchaud — nay, Barnett — nay

Motion passed 3-2

City Maintenance Hours/Attendance Policy — Barnett is requesting a set schedule for the Public Works
Department that coincides with the hours at City Hall, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with on call and
emergencies as needed. Marweg agrees that hours should be the same as the office. Barnett spoke
with Lake Park, Ulen and Waubun by telephone and all have a set schedule. Beckner wants this
discussed with Koehnen before a decision.

M/S: Beto/Marweg motion that someone will be present in the Public Works Department from the
hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, unless there is an emergency that required
alternate hours.

Roll Call: Marweg — aye, Barnett — aye, Beto — aye, Branchaud — nay, Beckner — nay

Motion passes 3-2

M/S: Branchaud/Beckner motion to table the attendance policy until more information is acquired.
Motion passes unanimously

Audubon Township — Branchaud wanted to clarify that they were being billed for the use of the
Community Hall. Stephenson confirmed there is 2 installments and year and the first has already been
paid

City Audit — Colleen Hoffman, Auditor, presented her finalized audit for the year ending 2022. Bakken
noted that it should be reviewed by council and approved at the next meeting. Hoffman stated that
the budget should not be amended mid year as was previously done unless a new income source
comes to the table. If there is an item over budget, it allows you to prepare a change for the next years



budget. Hoffman recommended the council create a 1, 5 and 10 year plan. Branchaud asked about
the CD’s and the interest being separate. Hoffman stated the interest was a minor amount and that
the Department Heads should be keeping track of what is in the budget for which items.

M/S: motion to table approval of the audit until the August 14, 2023 meeting.
Motion passed unanimously

16. VISION —
REGULAR MEETINGS

City Council Meeting — Monday, August 14, 2023 @ 5:30 p.m.
EDA Meeting — TBA

SPECIAL MEETINGS

17. ADJOURNMENT at 8:38 p.m. by Barnett

THESE MINUTES ARE TO BE APPROVED AT THE August 14, 2023 REGULAR MEETING.



