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AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

June 22, 2023 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall

1. CALLTO ORDER
1.01 Meeting called to order by Charles Barnett 5:29 p.m. at Audubon City Hall.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLLCALL
3.01 Members Present: Zakery Beckner, Brian Beto, Charles Barnett, Gabrielle Branchaud &
Deborah Marweg
3.02 Members Absent: None
3.03 Staff: Shallene Stephenson & Cindy Sperl
3.04 Patrick Bakken, City Attorney

4. COMPLAINT FINDINGS — This section of the meeting MAY be closed to the public based on
Minn. Stat. 13D.05 sub. 2(b).

Stephenson & Branchaud opted to leave meeting open. Bakken would address both issues
simultaneously as they are related.

M/S: Beckner/Beto motion there were no workplace violations.
Roll Call: Beckner — Aye, Beto — Aye, Barnett — Aye, Branchaud — Abstain, Marweg — Aye
Motion Passes 4 — 1 abstain

5. WATER BILLING ISSUES: Sperl found that water rates were increased to $37.62 and
approved by Resolution 2021-11 effective 6-21-21. In a review of the Utility Billing software
logs, it was found that price had been changed from $37.62 to $36.81 on 2-1-22 in error.
Rate was corrected back to the $37.62 rate on 6-13-23.



An exceptionally high bill was pulled from last month’s billing cycle to review. Sperl
emphasized the need for Work Orders to be returned to ensure accurate billing going
forward. Sperl will correct, notify customer and rebill.

Late charges appeared on 6 bills that had paid on the due date by credit card. Policy was to
post payment when funds were credited to our bank. Policy going forward will be to post
those payments the day received for accurate billing.

M/S: Beto/Marweg motion to have new procedures followed.
Motion Passes Unanimously

6. Residential & Commercial Incentives — Stephenson is asking for clarification of incentives to
be included in a town Welcome Packet. Decision made to remove waive for building permit
fees, plumbing permit and heating permit under the New Construction section. Include the
meter given by the City in addition to waiving of water and sewer hookup charges. Water
rate changed to $200, Benefit Charge to $600 and Sewer hookup changed to $300 by
approval of Ordinance 174 Amendments. Change $500 landscaping credit to state “up to
$500 credit applied to utility bill with submitted receipts and pictures given to City Hall.
Remove waive fee for building permit for remodel under Remodeled Structure section.
Remove shingling, siding and windows section. Remove Developer section in its entirety.
Stephenson will make changes and will be in effect immediately.

7. Minimal Usage Rate clarification — If a customer requests their curb stop to be shut off,
they will still be billed the $25 fee to maintain infrastructure — after submission of Minimal
Usage Form at City Hall. Those that are currently disconnected will be changed to the lower
fee by the billing office.

8. Notification of Incorrect Water Rate — Create a postcard or mailer to notify customers.
Stephenson noted that the correct rate was published in the DL Newspaper in Ordinance
174. An announcement will also be added to our website with a link to review the current
Ordinance.

9. ADJOURNMENT:
M/S: Beto/Branchaud motion to adjourn.
Barnett adjourned meeting at 6:42 p.m.

THESE MINUTES ARE TO BE APPROVED AT THE July 10, 2023 MEETING



