
 

 
AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

Regular Meeting 
June 12, 2023 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

1.01 Meeting called to order by Charles Barnett at 5:38 pm at Audubon City Hall. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. ROLL CALL 

3.01 Members Present: Zakery Beckner, Brian Beto, Charles Barnett, Gabrielle Branchaud, Deborah Marweg 

3.02 Members Absent:  

3.03 Staff: Shallene Stephenson, Jacob Lorsung, Chris Wiedenmeyer, Cindy Sperl, Ben Weidemann 

3.04 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken  

4. APPROVE AGENDA –  

 

M/S:  Beckner/Beto motion to remove 13.1 Attorney’s findings from this agenda and a special meeting scheduled for 

June 15, 2023 at 6:30.     

Roll Call:  Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Nay, Marweg – Aye 

Motion Passes 4-1 

 

5. CONSENT AGENDA - These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by one motion, with no separate discussion; unless a 

Council member or citizen so requests. At which point the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda. 
5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: Regular meeting May 8, 2023 and Special Meeting June 2, 2023. 

5.02 Utility Billing Clerk Report 

5.03 Payroll 

5.04 Rescue President’s Report 

5.05 Fire Chief’s Report 

5.06 Police Chief’s Report 

5.07 Public Works/Maintenance Worker’s Report 

5.08 Clerk/Treasurer’s Report 

M/S: Branchaud/Beto motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

6. DISBURSEMENTS 

6.01 Final Bills & Checks 

6.02 Journal Entries 

6.03 Proposed Bills & Additional Bills  

M/S:  Beto/Branchaud motion to approve disbursements excluding cleaning supplies billed to the fire department.  

Stephenson will make a journal entry and move expense to the general fund. 

Motion Passed Unanimously 
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7. Guests:  The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting.  We have the desire to provide an opportunity to hear from members of the public.  

This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes, unless otherwise determined by Council.  Individual speakers are 

asked to limit their comments to no more than 3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by Council.  The council requests that all comments be in 

keeping with, and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful and respectful discourse.  The council will not respond to comments at 

the time of the guests spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to be a discussion, comments or a decision it will be take up at 

the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility of future council agenda items.  Thank you for attending. 
7.01 Daniel Myers – Mr. Myers was here to state that snow removal last winter was pretty lax by his 

residence.  He also presented pictures.  Beckner asked him to complete a formal written complaint and 

that his concerns would be addressed by him by telephone. 

Mr. Myers also discussed concerns of property that abuts to his stating it is a junk yard and a nuisance 

in the city.  Barnett has been working on this between the parties and a surveyor is expected to come 

in 4-6 weeks.  This will help determine the location of a privacy fence.  Myers currently has a chain link 

fence to keep his animals. 

7.02 Matt & Marjorie Hughes were here to state their property is zoned commercial and is used as an 

impound lot.  They have been in contact with Barnett and the surveyor.  They would like the survey 

completed to determine whose property the current fence is located on.  They would like a wooden 

privacy fence placed when property lines are determined. 

7.03 Jessica Weidenmeyer – Expressed her gratitude with having a policeman present with lights flashing at 

the school in the mornings and afternoon – caring about the children.  Many thanks and kudos to Chief 

Weidemann. 

 

8. Rescue 

8.01 Rescue had 22 calls for month of May. 

8.02 Lorsung is still meeting with the townships to have new Rescue Contracts signed.   

8.03 Resignation of Sean Osse 

M/S:  Branchaud/Beckner motion to accept resignation of Sean Osse from the Rescue Department. 

Motion Passed Unanimously 

8.04 Approve application of Mikaela Lundon to join the Rescue. 

M/S:  Branchaud/Beckner motion to approve the addition of Mikaela Lundon to the City of Audubon’s Rescue 

Department.   

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

9. FIRE DEPARTMENT  

9.01 Side by Side use – Wiedenmeyer requested approval for the side by side to be driven on fire 

department training nights.  It needs to be driven more for maintenance and upkeep.  Will be used 

without the tracks, tires on, in the summer only.  There is no road kit on the side by side but Chief 

Weidemann sees no issues with that. 

 

10. POLICE DEPARTMENT 

10.01 Chief Weidemann issued 63 total citations in May. 

 

11. PUBLIC WORKS 

11.01 Koehnen would like to make it no parking on the East side of 5th street from Lark to Plover.  He has 

discussed this with Chief Weidemann and he is in agreement.   

M/S:  Beckner/Beto motion to make the East side of 5th street from Lark to Plover a no parking zone. 

Motion Withdrawn:  Beckner wanted to recall his motion until Koehnen could be present at the meeting for further 

discussion, sign requirements and notification to residents.   

 

12. CLERK/TREASURER 

12.01 Ordinance 174 Amendments– Stephenson presented areas where corrections are needed to be reflect 

current pricing.   



M/S:  Beto/Beckner motion to accept all changes as noted.  Barnett and Stephenson will sign and changes will be 

published.  

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 12.02  Banyon training – Sperl will be attending an on-site, all day training for the Banyon Utility Billing Software 

in Burnsville, MN on June 22, 2023. 

   

13. ATTORNEY  

13.01 Body Worn Camera Policy – Bakken noted policy is modeled after the League of MN Cities and sections 

as required by the State of Minnesota.  90 days will be the minimum data retention schedule.  There 

will be no cost for storage. 

M/S: Beckner/Branchaud motion to approve the Body Worn Camera policy as presented.   

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

13.02 Procurement Policy – Bakken added a section regarding rebates and credit card rewards where the city 

has paid for the purchases.  Branchaud would like a copy of the Procurement Policy. 

M/S:  Marweg/Beto motion to accept the additions to the Procurement Policy. 

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

13.03 Comp Time Policy – With the absence of Beto at the last meeting, this vote was deadlocked to add 2 

hours at Koehnen’s regular rate of pay per week for being on call 24-7.  Ideas presented were a shift 

differential or moving to a salaried position.  

M/S:  Beto/Marweg motion to table this until next regular meeting on July 10, 2023. 

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

13.04 Dash Camera Policy – Chief Weidemann requested the removal of Article C under the Use & 

Documentation section regarding the use of the radio while during a business necessity. 

M/S:  Beckner/Branchaud motion to strike Article C under the Use and Documentation section.   

Discussion:  Beto was hesitant on removing Article C as it could be used against us in retaliation also when a suspect is in 

the back cage on video.  Chief Weidemann has no issue with leaving it in the policy as presented. 

Motion Passed Unanimously to leave policy as presented 

 

13.05 Emergency Siren Weather Operation Plan – Bakken presented a rough draft indicating authorized users 

and who would be responsible from Chief of Police first, Fire Chief second, Maintenance Supervisor 

third and Rescue President fourth.  Branchaud concerned that not all of those are residents of the City 

of Audubon.  Beckner will research activating it remotely with a dial in system.  Bakken stated City 

could be liable if not activated and we have a policy.  Weidemann thinks Becker County Dispatch would 

be the best candidate for activating. 

M/S:  Marweg/Beckner motion to table Weather Siren Act Plan for further research and review. 

Roll Call:  Branchaud – Nay, Beto, Nay, Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Barnett – Aye 

Motion Passed 3-2 

 

13.06  Lawn Mower Sale – Was sold with sealed bids.  Council approved sale in a previous action and Bakken 

asks the council to ratify the sale.  Bids can be opened in front of City Clerk and a witness. 

13.07 Employee Handbook Changes – Bakken recommends tabling this until meeting on June 22, 2023.  

Branchaud noted to change City Clerk to City Clerk/Treasurer.  In regards to oral reprimands,  

Branchaud wants the liaisons involved.  Beto disagrees.  Supervisor or Department Head should be 

allowed to do.  Could be considered micromanagement.  Beckner believes an oral or written reprimand 

should be appealed to the entire council.    

M/S:  Beto/Branchaud motion to table this discussion until next month’s regular meeting on July 10, 2023. 

Motion Passed Unanimously 



 

 

 

14. OLD BUSINESS 

14.01 Deb Ness concrete concerns.  Ness is still concerned about the strategy and outcome of her concrete 

being repaired.  She stated there were no issues with her driveway prior to the street project.  Beckner 

spoke with Jon Pauna from Moore Engineering and was advised to get a quote for repair and that 

Moore Engineering may help the City with the expense.  Koehnen will get a quote from Moltzan 

Concrete.  Beckner stated repaired piece will be done with rebar for anchoring. 

 

15. NEW BUSINESS 

15.01 TEAM Industries Dock Expansion – TEAM is asking for a Variance on setbacks of the corner lot.  Steve 

Schneider, City Building Inspector, agrees to approve variance request.  Becker County is concerned 

with snow drifting – we will not know effects until a winter after the project is done.  Beto would like to 

see a public hearing for the Robin Street Residents allowing them an opportunity to present questions 

or concerns.  Bakken advises a public hearing to allow others input.  Beckner stated it seems like a good 

exception and sees no reason to hold up the project and is OK with approving tonight. 

M/S:  Beckner/Branchaud motion to grant the Variance as laid out in the drawing.  Bakken will draft resolution to be 

recorded. 

Roll Call:  Beto – Nay, Beckner – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg - Aye 

Motion Passed 4-1 

 

15.02 Audubon Liquor Store Expansion Permit & Noise Exception & Summer Activities – Audubon Liquor  

Store is using the parking lot for events.  There will be a street dance on June 24, 2023 and people will 

utilize the street for parking.  Expansion Permit includes a waiver to the Noise Ordinance on June 24, 

2023 during the time of the dance. 

M/S:  Branchaud/Marweg motion to approve Temporary Expansion Permit for Audubon Liquor Store for the days of 

June 25-26, 2023. 

Motion Passed 4-0 with Beto abstaining from vote 

 

Audubon Liquor Store remainder of summer activities from May 30-September 8, 2023 for ½ of their      

  parking lot for bean bag league nights and outside bands.  Alcohol will be served outside and area will be 

  roped off or fenced off for a physical barrier.                                                                                                                                  

M/S:  Branchaud/Beckner motion to approve Temporary Expansion Permit for ongoing summer events through 

September 8, 2023. 

Motion Passed 4-0 with Beto abstaining from vote 

 

15.03 Water Billing Discussion & Water Meters – Beckner had a discussion with Sperl and Koehnen in              

regards to the accuracy of the billing.  Sperl provided information for the top 5 most pressing accounts.  

Sperl requested follow through with work order completion and return.  Sperl mentioned an account 

that was asked to have final read, was billed for disconnect fees, shut off at curb stop but was still being 

billed for monthly base fees.  Branchaud believes that the base fee should still apply.  Discussion had 

that if  customer wants decreased usage rate of $25/month, they need to request it at City Hall.  

Beckner asked  for discussion to be tabled until Koehnen could be present for input. 

 

15.04 Attendance Policy – Barnett believes current policy in Employee handbook is too vague and would like 

it to be more specific.  City office hours are open 8-4:30 p.m. but there are no set hours for the Public 

Works Department.  Barnett wants established normal hours of operation set.  Beto stated Public 

Works hours fluctuate with the needs the City and Koehnen’s position needs to be flexible.  This item is 

tabled to the next regular meeting on July 10, 2023 for further discussion. 



 

15.05 Mowing Highway 10 Median – Beckner had a conversation with Koehnen about the grass clippings on 

Highway 10.  Koehnen assured him it won’t happen again.  Branchaud doesn’t believe this is an area 

the City should be spending its time on.  Beto states that the traffic on Highway 10 is a concern for 

worker safety.  Marweg and Branchaud motion to table this until next regular meeting.  Beto stated 

that mowing still needs to be maintained even while tabling the issue. 

 

15.06 Cigelske Shed Permit – A pre-fab shed was moved onto the property last year.  He applied for a permit 

extension as he could not get concrete.  Asking for another extension.  Marweg asked if this was 

enough time given for completion. 

M/S:  Beckner/Beto motion to approve an extension on this permit with a stipulation that all work is completed by 

September 2023. 

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

16. VISION –  

16.01 Playground Grant – Will be looking at DNR Grant for next enrollment period.   

16.02 Summer Fest – Branchaud stated nobody was working on creating a 501c(3)b to her knowledge.  

Branchaud stated the residents want to have a Summer Fest.  She will keep trying for next year.  

Bakken stated it could not be completed in time this year.  Beckner is thinking of organizing a 5K and 

Branchaud wants to set up a parade.  Beto asked if the City could be a part of it. 

 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

City Council Meeting – Monday, July 10, 2023 @ 5:30 p.m. 

EDA Meeting – June 14th, 2023 @ 5:00 p.m. 

 

SPECIAL MEETINGS 

Thursday, June 22nd @ 5:30 p.m. 

 

17. ADJOURNMENT at 9:38 p.m. by Barnett 

 

THESE MINUTES ARE TO BE APPROVED AT THE July 10, 2023 REGULAR MEETING.  


