
 

 
AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

Regular Meeting 
May 8, 2023 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

1.01 Meeting called to order by Charles Barnett at 5:30 pm at Audubon City Hall. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. ROLL CALL 

3.01 Members Present: Zakery Beckner, Charles Barnett, Gabrielle Branchaud, Deborah Marweg 

3.02 Members Absent: Brian Beto 

3.03 Staff: Shallene Stephenson, Jacob Lorsung, Chris Wiedenmeyer, Cindy Sperl, Rij Koehnen (Zoom) 

3.04 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken  

3.05 Guests: Deb Ness, Scott Olds, IPhone 4 on Zoom, Matt on Zoom 

4. APPROVE AGENDA – with additions of Scott Olds as a guest.   

M/S:  Branchaud/Beckner to approve agenda with the above listed addition.   

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

5. CONSENT AGENDA - These items are considered to be routine and will be approved by one motion, with no separate discussion; unless a 

Council member or citizen so requests. At which point the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed elsewhere on the agenda. 
5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: regular meeting April 11, 2023 Regular Meeting and Special 

Meeting April 18, 2023. 

5.02 Utility Billing Clerk Report 

5.03 Payroll 

5.04 Rescue President’s Report 

5.05 Fire Chief’s Report 

5.06 Police Chief’s Report 

5.07 Public Works/Maintenance Worker’s Report 

5.08 Clerk/Treasurer’s Report 

M/S: Branchaud/Beckner motion to approve April 11, 2023 regular meeting minutes and April 18, 2023 special meeting 

minutes with addition of details for guests Mike Kurkowski and Luke from Audubon Township completed.  Change all 

entries of Rij to Koehnen. 

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

6. DISBURSEMENTS 

6.01 Final Bills & Checks 

6.02 Journal Entries 

6.03 Proposed Bills & Additional Bills  

M/S:  Beckner/Marweg motion to approve disbursements excluding street light bill from Otter Tail Power Company for 

further follow up.  

Motion Passed Unanimously 
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7. Guests:  The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting.  We have the desire to provide an opportunity to hear from members of the public.  

This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes, unless otherwise determined by Council.  Individual speakers are 

asked to limit their comments to no more than 3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by Council.  The council requests that all comments be in 

keeping with, and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful and respectful discourse.  The council will not respond to comments at 

the time of the guests spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to be a discussion, comments or a decision it will be take up at 

the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility of future council agenda items.  Thank you for attending. 
7.01 Deb Ness – Ness was here to share her dissatisfaction with the concrete in her driveway from the 

construction project completed 2 years prior.  Ness met with Barnett and Beckner at her home 

previously to view in person.  Beckner has been in contact with Moore Engineering and Koehnen to 

reach a resolution. 

7.02 Scott Olds – Olds was here to share his dissatisfaction of a recent tax abatement completed by the City 

Council.  He felt it was handled improperly and that the City was simply giving things away for non-

payment and would not survive.  Olds believes there are people not being shut off that aren’t paying 

their bill.  Barnett stated that this is being addressed currently and that a new water rate has been 

implemented for vacant buildings that remain connected to water service. 

 

8. Rescue 

8.01 Rescue had 17 calls for month of April. 

8.02 Lorsung is meeting with Lake Eunice Township tonight to potentially have contracts signed.  Will also be 

meeting with Hamden Township and have completed by June’s regular meeting. 

8.03 Lorsung informed council of an accident with the Rescue vehicle on May 5, 2023. 

8.04 Resignation of Dustin Matson 

M/S:  Branchaud/Beckner motion to accept resignation of Dustin Matson as of 5/8/23. 

Motion Passed Unanimously 

8.05 City of Audubon’s Rescue Contract  

M/S:  Beckner/Marweg motion to approve the City of Audubon’s Rescue Contract with the 5% increase.   

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

9. FIRE DEPARTMENT  

9.01 Resignation of Dustin Matson 

M/S:  Branchaud/Beckner motion to accept resignation of Dustin Matson from the fire department as of 5/1/23. 

9.02 Fire Truck Pumper Purchase – Weidenmeyer recommends going without the 2 arm drop tank.  This 

gains storage and brings cost down $16 thousand.  Choose the full pay option.  Financing to be done 

through SCB in Oakes, ND for 10 years at 4.5% rate.  No payment due until May 2024.  Beckner asked 

about trading in older trucks – there is a 1987 tanker and a 1997 engine being sold to help purchase 

this new pumper truck.  Stephenson would cash in CD’s for capital outlays and equipment purchase in 

the amount of the $179,198 from Bell Bank.  City will finance $500,000 for 10 years with an annual 

payment of $63,481.74 beginning 2024.  Capital outlay CD’s will be replaced when other trucks are 

sold.  Beckner would like more time to review budget and purchase information before making a 

decision.   

M/S:  Branchaud/Marweg motion to approve purchase of fire truck at the cost of $679,198 with the city cashing in  

$179,198 in Capital Outlay CD’s from Bell Bank and financing $500,000 through SDB Bank with an annual payment 

starting in 2024 of $63,481.74. 

Roll Call – Beckner – Nay, Marweg – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Barnett – Aye 

Motion Passed 3-1 

 

9.03 4 calls since last meeting; 3 grass fires, 1 mutual aid structure fire 

9.04 DNR Grant items purchased, new particulate reducing hoods and replaced expiring structure fire boots. 

9.05 Emergency Siren – Will need to create protocol for who sets off the emergency siren.  Used to be 

Council Member Holm.  Located inside fire door.  May be able to set up something with a cell phone 

connection through wi-fi.  Bakken was wondering if the League has a policy on this.  Branchaud asking if 

Lake Park has a policy.   



 

M/S: Beckner/Branchaud motion to table until next month’s regular meeting to complete additional research. 

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

10. POLICE DEPARTMENT 

10.01 Oath of Office given by Barnett, taken by Ben Weidemann, Chief of Police.  Badge pinning was 

completed by his wife, Angela. 

10.02 Police Equipment – The 2023 Budget was set at $100.  There are some CD’s coming to maturity that will 

help to cover some costs.  $11,000 maturing on June 20, 2023.  Weidemann is looking at a body 

camera, dash camera, in car system with 3 cameras and a new radar system – would prefer a Lidar.  

The computer Toughbooks are old and would need an upgrade to prepare reports and print citations.  

Bakken advised that a Public Hearing must be held with an estimated cost posted that allows citizens to 

comment.  We would need a policy created on both the Body Cam and Dash Cam.  Bakken will prepare.  

Response to Public Hearing will be at next regular meeting on June 12, 2023.  Beckner requested 

Weidemann to put together a proposal on necessary equipment listed by priority. 

10.03 Use of Force Policy Updates 

M/S:  Branchaud/Beckner motion to approve the updated Use of Force Policy. 

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

10.04 Emergency Vehicle Policy Update 

M/S:  Branchaud/Beckner motion to approve the Emergency Vehicle Policy Update. 

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

 

11. PUBLIC WORKS 

11.01 Mower trade in.  Koehnen did receive an updated quote.  Will try to sell outright by closed bids.  If not sold, 

will use as a trade in on the new mower.   

M/S: Beckner/Marweg motion to purchase the John Deere mower with the caveat to sell the old mower outright.  If it 

does not sell, trade in on the purchase of the new one. 

Roll Call – Beckner – Aye, Branchaud – Aye, Marweg – Aye, Barnett – Nay 

Motion Passed 3-1 

 

11.02 MPCA Permit Completion & Submission – Koehnen stated it was completed and that Charles could stop at 

the shop to sign it. 

11.03 Fluoride Reports – Marweg asked about the email received that monthly fluoride reports were not being 

submitted.  Koehnen stated he sent January 2023 to April 2023 today.  He stated he did not know he was 

supposed to be doing this.  Reports will be submitted on the 10th of the month going forward. 

 

 

12. CLERK/TREASURER 

12.01 Financial Procedures Update – Amend to add information for Barnett and Stephenson. 

M/S:  Beckner/Marweg to approve Financial Procedures Update.  

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

   

13. ATTORNEY  

13.01 Compensatory Time Policy – Bakken is questioning what determines when Koehnen is on call.  

Branchaud prefers the shift differential option mentioned at last month’s meeting.  Marweg requested 

Koehnen to keep a log of all after hours activities. 

M/S: Beckner/Marweg to approve the policy the way it is written with the addition of the log with Bakken’s revisions. 



Roll Call:  Beckner – Aye, Marweg – Aye, Branchaud – Nay, Barnett – Nay 

Motion is tabled to next month for further review. 

 

13.02 Procurement Policy – Bakken added a section regarding rebates where the city has paid for the    

purchases.  If so, the rebate must come through City Hall and credited to proper department head. 

Branchaud wanted to know the amount a department head can purchase without council approval.  

Bakken stated it is posted in the procurement policy for valid business purchases.   

M/S:  Branchaud/Marweg motion to table this until the June 12, 2023 regular meeting. 

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

14. OLD BUSINESS 

14.01 PC Parts update – Beckner stated that our Office365 emails should be up and running this week. 

14.02 Security Cameras with Verkada Update –Received quotes back.  Cost is more expensive than 

anticipated.  Branchaud states with purchasing the other equipment for the Fire Department and Public 

Works, this purchase should be held off.                        

M/S:  Marweg/Beckner motion to table this until the regular meeting on August 14, 2023.  Beckner will take quotes to 

review them further. 

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

15. NEW BUSINESS 

15.01 Approve Scott Olds application for EDA Board. 

M/S:  Beckner/Branchaud motion to accept and approve Scott Olds’ application for the EDA Board. 

Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

16. VISION –  

16.01 City Park – Beckner informed council of a grant that would support the Highway 10 Corridor and can 

cover 30% of beautification, businesses, etc.   The end date is nearing.  The project due date is 

December 31, 2026 for completion.   

16.02 Playground Grant – Beckner/Branchaud informed council of a DNR Grant that looks promising to help 

with making the playground ADA compliant.  Volunteer labor can be included as half the cost so there 

would be minimal cost to the city.  A project would have to be put together for next year as the grant 

closed March 31, 2023.  It is believed to open again next year.  Koehnen is getting a bid on the sidewalk 

through the baseball field.  The bid will be for concrete instead of asphalt. 

16.03 Summer Fest – Branchaud stated the residents want to have a Summer Fest.  Branchaud stated she 

would form the committee if she had volunteers to help.  Bakken stated it would need its own tax id 

number and then form a 501-c3b before getting funding and sponsors.  Koehnen stated he is 100% sure 

that Poegel has created a committee and that he will be helping with it.  Branchaud stated she would 

join the committee also.  Beckner stated he would not be on the committee but would volunteer to 

help.  Bakken advised to limit to 2 council members on the Summer Fest committee.   

 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

City Council Meeting – Monday, June 12, 2023 @ 5:30 p.m. 

EDA Meeting – pending 

 

SPECIAL MEETINGS 

 

 

17. ADJOURNMENT at 8:53 p.m. by Barnett 

 

THESE MINUTES ARE TO BE APPROVED AT THE June 12, 2023 REGULAR MEETING.  


