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AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Regular Meeting

November 13, 2023 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall
1. CALLTO ORDER
1.01 Meeting called to order by Brian Beto at 5:32 pm at Audubon City Hall.
2. ROLLCALL
2.01 Members Present: Zakery Beckner, Brian Beto, Gabrielle Branchaud, Deborah Marweg
2.02 Members Absent: Charles Barnett
2.03 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Jacob Lorsung, Chris Wiedenmeyer, Dan Lubbesmeyer, Ben Weidemann
2.04 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4. APPROVE AGENDA -
M/S: Beckner/ Branchaud to approve agenda adding 14.03 Relief association bylaws to new business and 15.02 selling
softball fields to old business.
Roll Call: Beckner — Aye, Beto — Aye, Branchaud — Aye, Marweg — Aye
Motion Passes Unanimously
5. CONSENT AGENDA -
5.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: regular meeting 10-09-2023 and special meeting held on 10-16-
2023.
5.02 Income Statements
5.03 Utility Billing Clerk Report
5.04 Payroll
5.05 Rescue President’s Report
5.06 Fire Chief’s Report
5.07 Police Chief's Report
5.08 Public Works/Maintenance Worker’s Report
5.09 Clerk/Treasurer's Report
M/S: Branchaud/Beto motion to approve the Consent Agenda.
Roll Call: Beto - Aye - Marweg — Aye, Beckner — Aye, Branchaud — Aye
Motion Passed Unanimously
6. DISBURSEMENTS
6.01 Final Bills & Checks
6.02 Journal Entries-none entered as books are unbalanced stemming from previous issues. All will be
completed by next meeting
6.03 Proposed Bills & Additional Bills
M/S: Branchaud/Marweg motion to approve disbursements pending confirmation of services performed.
Roll Call: Beto - Aye, Marweg — Aye, Beckner — Aye, Branchaud — Aye
Motion Passed Unanimously

7. Guests: The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting. We have the desire to provide an opportunity to hear from members of the public.
This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes, unless otherwise determined by Council. Individual speakers are



asked to limit their comments to no more than 3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by Council. The council requests that all comments be in
keeping with, and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful and respectful discourse. The council will not respond to comments at
the time of the guests spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to be a discussion, comments or a decision it will be take up at
the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility of future council agenda items. Thank you for attending.

7.01 Shane Bakken-Moore Engineering: Road improvement funding grant: Presents himself later in the
meeting to explain a grant he would like to apply for in the name of the City of Audubon to assist in
road improvements. It will be no cost or risk to the city.

M/S: Beckner/Marweg to approve Bakken’s pursuing said grant.
Roll Call: Beckner — Aye, Beto — Aye, Branchaud — Aye, Marweg — Aye
Motion Passes Unanimously

8. Rescue
8.01 16 rescue calls in September.
8.02 Good turnout for Team trunk or treat.
8.03 New rig purchased for $31,000/2019/93K miles. The plan is to sell other rig to save money but with a
total of 35k in grant money to begin with there should still be enough to outfit it fully.
8.04 Need approval to accept the resignation of Mikailah Lundon. Resigned due to personal reasons.
M/S: Branchaud/Marweg motion to approve the resignation of Mikailah Lundon.
Roll Call: Beto - Aye, Marweg — Aye, Beckner — Aye, Branchaud — Aye
Motion Passed Unanimously
9. FIRE DEPARTMENT
9.01 Final Training November 15t
9.02 Fundraising Letters Sent, donations coming in.
9.03 Need motion to accept new fire fighter Mathew Ashland (already on rescue).
M/S: Branchaud/Beckner motion to approve new fire fighter Mathew Ashland.
Roll Call: Beto, Aye -- Marweg — Aye, Beckner — Aye, Branchaud - Aye
Motion Passed Unanimously

10. POLICE DEPARTMENT
10.01 Will be participating in shop with a cop and battle of the badges.
10.02 Officer Weideman presented testimony regarding research he has done into police in small
departments of less than 5 being entitled to earning comp time in lieu of being paid overtime. Council
is taking this under advisement and counsel Bakken will consider when revising employee handbook.

11. PUBLIC WORKS
11.01 Survey results all good for lead and copper and MPC happy with outcome.
11.02 Auction Block Contract: Purchased snowplow so selling the old one through Auction Block
11.03 Holiday Street Decorations: Plan to hang soon.
11.04 Mabel’s lift station easement property: $250 permit and $500 bond needed to apply for road.
12. CLERK/TREASURER
12.01 Election Judge Pay 2024: We are not competitive with townships and cities surrounding us. Beckner
suggests increasing Audubon’s by $5/hour. Council decides to do more research and decide next
meeting.
12.02 EPA Schedule of Compliance Completion: Given the all clear.
12.03 Culligan water: would save plastic bottles and energy. Small bill that will increase morale.
12.04 Voting Operations, Technology and Election Resources Grant: The money is not worth effort.
M/S: Branchaud/Beckner motion passes to decline participation in election resources grant.
Roll Call: Beto, Aye, Marweg — Aye, Beckner — Aye, Branchaud — Aye
Motion Passed Unanimously

13. ATTORNEY
13.01 Handbook revisions- Bakken will examine new handbook provided by League of MN Cities and make
recommendations.
13.01.1 Appointment policy corrections
13.01.2 Personal leave policy update
13.01.3 Comp time vs. overtime use and approval procedures
13.01.4 Sick and Vacation time accruals
14. OLD BUSINESS


https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2023%20MEETING%20PACKETS/NOVEMBER%202023%20MEETING%20PACKET/COMPLETION%20OF%20SCHEDULE%20OF%20COMPLIANCE.pdf
https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2023%20MEETING%20PACKETS/NOVEMBER%202023%20MEETING%20PACKET/VOTER%20GRANT%20APPLICATION.pdf

14.01 Curlew Cartway: Person on 2™ Street would like to buy part of this cartway and believes others should
be allowed as well. This would increase lot sizes and citizens would be responsible for upkeep. Beckner
says this may cause problems between neighbors and resectioning of lots may lead to perceived
inequities. Bakken states we do not really own this in order to sell it.

M/S: Beckner /Branchaud motion passes to decline selling any of this property.
Roll Call: Beto -Aye, Marweg — Aye, Beckner — Aye, Branchaud — Aye
Motion Passed Unanimously

14.02 Leave, Overtime, and Comp time: Branchaud addresses problems involving comp time and suggests
switching to a system with paid time off as opposed to the current sick/vacation/comp time system.

14.03 Relief Association Bylaws: relief associate needed approval to change the language in by laws.

M/S: Branchaud/Beckner motion passes to approve changes.
Roll Call: Beto, Aye, Marweg — Aye, Beckner — Aye, Branchaud — Aye
Motion Passed Unanimously

14.04 Approval of September Meeting Minutes: should not have been approved as former city clerk
Weidenmeyer was working on these and copies are not currently available. They will be approved next
council meeting.

14.05 Cindy Sperl: Dates on COBRA check incorrect—new letter to be mailed. Mileage check paid for 60 miles
instead of 68 miles after closer inspection.

15. New Business

15.01 Offer on city property: There is a lot of potential for certain properties especially the softball fields and
council will need to wait until the best opportunity to serve the community presents itself.

15.02 Road Improvements Funding Grant: Moore Engineering; addresses above in “Guests.”

15.03 Personnel six month reviews are tabled until special meeting on 11/20/23.

15.04 Approve Utility Billing Clerk position: Whitney Grossman approved at $18/hour. Starting ASAP.

M/S: Marweg/Beckner motion to approve Utility Billing Clerk appointment.
Roll Call: Beto - Aye, Marweg — Aye, Beckner — Aye, Branchaud — Aye
Motion Passed Unanimously

15.05 Clarification on posting of council packets: there is nothing in statute necessitating public posting of
packets online. All information is public and can be looked through at City Hall, or data can be
requested. In the future, screen share is an option of necessary.

M/S: Branchaud/Marweg motion passes to clarify packets do not need to be posted online.
Roll Call: Beto, Aye, Marweg — Aye, Beckner — Aye, Branchaud — Aye
Motion Passed Unanimously
16. Vision
16.01 Council decides this topic needs more attention in the coming months.
17. Announcements
17.01 Regqular Meetings: Monday December 11, 2023 @ 5:30pm
17.02 Special meetings: November 20", 2023 @ 5:30 — Wage reviews and results of investigations.
18. Adjournment: 8:10pm



https://audubonmn.sharepoint.com/sites/CityCouncil/Shared%20Documents/2023%20MEETING%20PACKETS/NOVEMBER%202023%20MEETING%20PACKET/cindy%20q2%20mileage.pdf
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