
  

 
AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

Regular Meeting 
October 9, 2023 ~ 5:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
1.01 Meeting called to order by Charles Barnett at 5:31 pm at Audubon City Hall. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
3. ROLL CALL 

3.01 Members Present: Zakery Beckner, Brian Beto, Charles Barnett, Deborah Marweg. 
3.02 Members Absent: Gabrielle Branchaud 
3.03 Staff: Meghan Eastman, Jacob Lorsung, Chris Wiedenmeyer, Dan Lubbesmeyer, Ben Weidemann 
3.04 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken  

4. APPROVE AGENDA –  
M/S:  Beto/ Beckner to approve agenda adding 14.02 Employee 6 month review and removing 15.03 regarding backpay. 
Roll Call:  Beckner – Aye, Beto – Aye, Barnett – Aye, Marweg – Aye 
Motion Passes Unanimously 

1.01 Approve proposed Council Minutes: regular meeting 9-11-2022 and special meetings held on 9-12-
2023 and 9-22-23 

1.02 Income Statements 
1.03 Utility Billing Clerk Report 
1.04 Payroll 
1.05 Rescue President’s Report 
1.06 Fire Chief’s Report 
1.07 Police Chief’s Report 
1.08 Public Works/Maintenance Worker's Report 
1.09 Clerk/Treasurer’s Report 

M/S: Branchaud/Beto motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 
Roll Call:  Beto, Aye, Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Barnett – Aye 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

5. DISBURSEMENTS 
5.01 Final Bills & Checks 

5.01.1 Team Industries Check 
5.01.2 Cass information systems check 

5.02 Journal Entries 
5.03 Proposed Bills & Additional Bills 

5.03.1 Neo Gov bill 
M/S:  Beckner/Beto motion to approve disbursements pending confirmation of services performed. 
Roll Call:  Beto, Aye, Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Barnett – Aye 
Motion Passed Unanimously 
 

6. Guests:  The City of Audubon Welcomes you to this meeting.  We have the desire to provide an opportunity to hear from members of the public.  
This portion of the agenda will be limited to a total of not more than 30 minutes, unless otherwise determined by Council.  Individual speakers are 
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asked to limit their comments to no more than 3 minutes, unless otherwise determined by Council.  The council requests that all comments be in 
keeping with, and contribute to, an atmosphere of civil, courteous, thoughtful and respectful discourse.  The council will not respond to comments at 
the time of the guests spot on the agenda; however, if the council feels there needs to be a discussion, comments or a decision it will be take up at 
the New Business part of the agenda with a possibility of future council agenda items.  Thank you for attending. 

6.01 Tim Godfrey: LPA Superintendent-Operating Referendum, all citizens urged to vote and increase our 
teacher’s pay. 

6.02 Teri Osterman: City clerk training expert was not present until later in the meeting to give her report. 
7. Rescue 

7.01 17 rescue calls in September. 
7.02 Team trunk or treat at month’s end. 
7.03 Final grant money from The Team Foundation fund, want to use for vehicle purchase. Funds will not be 

taken from the general fund to make this vehicle purchase. Delivery and Licensing fees may come from 
the general fund. 

7.04 Request for approval to sell 2014 Ford Explorer. 
M/S:  Marweg/Beto motion to approve funds be spent on the new vehicle and give permission to sell the 2014 SUV. 
Roll Call:  Beto, Aye, Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Barnett – Aye 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

8. FIRE DEPARTMENT  
8.01 Payment for fire call 23-28, awaiting payment for a new accident that happened on Highway 10. 
8.02 Payment for Invoice #09082022-01 
8.03 Chris Wiedenmeyer suggests the city be represented at the township meeting at 6 pm on 10/24. Also notes 

that the FEMA grant is red to go as soon as funds open up. It is very likely we will get them but we won’t see 
anything until next year 

9. POLICE DEPARTMENT 
9.01 138 Calls for help in September 
9.02 Trunk or Treat-will take squad car to Team Industry’s Event 

10. PUBLIC WORKS 
10.01 Lead Service line inventory engagement request: a free opportunity for small towns to get their curb 

stops put in GIS software for mapping and locating in the future.  
10.02 Torm property easement issue and subsequent access road construction and fees. It is concerning that 

access is being blocked/partially blocked and subsequent difficulties may ensue in the event of an 
emergency at the blocked lift station. A road could be built but would require permission from the MN DOT 
and they have communicated they will oppose such a road. Bakken will continue to search for easement. 

10.03 Minnesota Pollution Control non-compliance form signatures. 
10.04 Snowplow purchase: DOT certification on current snowplow expires in March. Search for new plow is 

ongoing with two options to look into. Currently $53,000 available to spend.  
M/S:  Beto/Marweg motion to bid/use $20,000 at Dan’s discretion to buy plow assessed by Beto for sale locally. 
Roll Call:  Beto, Aye, Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Barnett – Aye 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

11. CLERK/TREASURER 
11.01 City Clerk software, security, and notary training 
11.02 League of Minnesota Cities insurance renewal 
11.03 Corporate Technologies contract 
11.04 Lakes Country Service Cooperative call for board nominees 
11.05 Compensation for Charles Barnett’s work in city office in leu of staff 
11.06 West Central Initiative request for donation 

M/S:  Beto/Beckner motion to pay Barnett $18/hour for office hours worked when short staffed. 
Roll Call:  Beto, Aye, Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Barnett – Aye 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

12. ATTORNEY  
12.01 Handbook revisions- Bakken will examine new handbook provided by League of MN Cities and make 

recommendations. 
12.01.1 Appointment policy corrections 
12.01.2 Personal leave policy update 
12.01.3 Comp time vs. overtime use and approval procedures 
12.01.4 Sick and Vacation time accruals 



12.02 Performance evaluations: Special meeting in October 
13.  OLD BUSINESS  

1.10 Driveway repair for home located at 203 East Hawk Street-authorized, work will be done 10/16/2023. 
1.11 Reviewing personal leave for Cindy Sperl-Beto questions why leave was extended when expectations were 

not met. Suggests vacation time be paid for now. 
M/S:  Marweg/Beckner for discussion observing comp time and expenses must be scrutinized before paying out.  
Roll Call:  Beto, Aye, Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Barnett – Aye 
Motion Passed Unanimously 
M/S:  Marweg/Beto for Sperl to receive payout of vacations time on this payroll and other time on a later date. 
Roll Call:  Beto, Aye, Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Barnett – Aye 
Motion Passed Unanimously 
M: Beto motions to dismiss Sperl as it seems that the grievance she made was not done taken the steps spelled out in 
the employee handbook. Bakken notes that proceeding with termination could be seen in an unfavorable light. 
Motion withdrawn: Beto 

1.12 Remote siren activation: Emergency Siren Weather Operation Plan – Bakken had previously presented a 
rough draft which Branchaud concerns that not all residents of the City of Audubon would benefit.  
Bakken stated City could be liable if not activated and we have a policy.  Weidemann thought Becker 
County Dispatch would be the best candidate for activating. Siren is decided against as well as the use of 
current weather siren which is not in use. 

M/S:  Beto/Beckner motion to remove any previous remnants of siren and not install new siren. 
Roll Call:  Beto, Aye, Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Barnett – Nay 
Motion Passed 3-1 

1.13 Article about former City Clerk-Beckner suggests a kind article be written about former city clerk. Beto and 
Barnett express hesitancy sighting the media’s license to “spin” subject matter. Bakken is also not in 
agreement with such a publication. 

1.14 Performance evaluations: Reminder for special meeting in October 
14. NEW BUSINESS  

a. Teri Osterman (Guest) enters meeting-Discusses the training being provided to new clerk and the 
complications caused by utility billing not being kept up on and overdue bills among other issues. 
She thanks Dan Lubbesmeyer for his assistance in running the bills and highlights the mileage bill 
issued to the city by Utility Billing clerk. Council questions the accuracy of reimbursement request. 

M/S:  Marweg/Beto to deny mileage request pending further inquiry.  
Roll Call:  Beto, Aye, Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Nay, Barnett – Aye 
Motion Passed 3-1 

b. Team Industries application for road closure-granted 
c. AL’s Liquor Store On/Off sale renewal 

M/S:  Beckner/Beto to renew AL’s liquor store license.  
Roll Call:  Beto, Abstain, Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Barnett – Aye 
Motion Passed 3-1 

13. VISION –  
13.01 Two building permits approved   

M/S:  Marweg/Beto to approve building permits 
Roll Call:  Beto, Aye, Marweg – Aye, Beckner – Aye, Barnett – Aye 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
City Council Meeting – Monday, November 13, 2023 @ 5:30 p.m. 
EDA Meeting – October 18th, 2023 @ 5:00 p.m. 
SPECIAL MEETINGS 
Thursday, October 25th @ 5:30 p.m. 
 
14. ADJOURNMENT at 8:30 p.m. by Barnett 

 
THESE MINUTES ARE TO BE APPROVED AT THE November, 2023 REGULAR MEETING.  
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