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AUDUBON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
January 9, 2023 ~ 6:30 PM ~ Audubon City Hall

1. CALLTO ORDER
1.01 Meeting called to order by Charles Barnett at 6:31 pm at Audubon City Hall.
2. OATH OF OFFICE
1.01 Shallene Stephenson read the oath of office to new Mayor, Charles Barnett. Charles Barnett then
swore in Deborah Marweg as a new Council Member.
3. ROLLCALL
3.01 Members Present: Zakery Beckner, Brian Beto, Charles Barnett, Gabrielle Branchaud, Deborah
Marweg
3.02 Members Absent: None
3.03 Staff: Shallene Stephenson, Clerk/Treasurer, Jake Lorsung — Rescue, Chris Wiedenmeyer — Fire
Department, Rij Koehnan — Public Works (Zoom), xxx-0514 (Zoom), xxx-0049 {Zoom)
3.04 Contracted Services: Patrick Bakken, City Attorney; Steve Borgen, Corporate Technologies
3.05 Guests: Daulton Carlson — Former Utility Billing Clerk
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
5. APPROVE AGENDA
M/S: Branchaud/Marweg to approve consent agenda after removal of two checks to Stephanie Poegel for further
review.
Roll Call Vote: Beckner — Aye; Beto — Aye; Barnett ~ Aye; Branchaud — Aye; Marweg — Aye
Motion Carried Unanimously

6. DAULTON CARLSON - CLOSED MEETING — PAID SUSPENSION
5.01 Notice given by Shallene Stephenson, Clerk Treasurer, on 1/6/2023 upon receipt of letter from Charlie
Ramstad, City Attorney. Patrick stated to not do any action and table until next meeting as his last day
would be 1/13/2023.
M/S: Zakery Beckner/Brian Beto, to table until next meeting allowing Daulton to gather evidence if necessary.
Roll Call Vote: Beckner — Aye; Beto — Aye; Barnett — Aye; Branchaud — Marweg — Aye
Motion Carried Unanimously

7. RESIGNATION OF POLICE CHIEF

7.01 last day will be January 19, 2023

6.02 Gabrielle will work on a job Description for Chief of Police position

6.03  RFP for Police Chief — Contact Becker County Sheriff's Department for assistance as necessary
M/S: Branchaud/Beckner to accept resignation of Eric Hegna and to allow Gabrielle to create and review job description
and RFP.
Roll Call Vote: Beckner — Aye; Beto — Aye; Barnett — Aye; Branchaud — Marweg — Aye
Motion Carried Unanimously



AMENDMENT TO M/S: Beto/Marweg motion to post Chief of Police position in paper, online and on the League of
Minnesota Cities after Branchaud reviews job description.

Roll Call Vote: Beckner — Aye; Beto — Aye; Barnett — Aye; Branchaud — Marweg — Aye

Amendment Passed Unanimously

8. FINAL DISBURSEMENTS
7.01 Remove last 2 paychecks for Stephanie Poegel in the amount of $1,364.34 and $7,235.79. Branchaud
notes review of paycheck and questioning why holiday pay and according to Employee Handbook, only a
maximum of 120 days vacation paid out and a maximum of % of employees sick time — up to 200 hours will
be paid out. Appears to use 7.31 compensatory time, 147.50 hours of sick and all vacation.
M/S: Branchaud/Marweg to approve consent agenda after removal of two checks to Stephanie Poegel for further
review.
Roll Call Vote: Beckner ~ Aye; Beto — Aye; Barnett — Aye; Branchaud — Marweg — Aye
Motion Carried Unanimously

AMENDMENT TO M/S: Barnett/Branchaud questioning checks and balances of procedures. Patrick stated there is
unknown criminal intent. He wiil call her. Chris Wiedenmeyer questions difference between theft and embezzlement.
Roll Call Vote: Beckner — Aye; Beto — Aye; Barnett — Aye; Branchaud — Aye; — Marweg — Aye

Amendment Passed Unanimously

9. Scott Olds, guest — 1st call, 2" call, 3 call — hearing none, moving on

10. Steve Borgen, Corporate Technologies — Server is out of support. Steven has presented a proposal to
migrate to include SharePoint. Change email addresses from loretel.net to City of Audubon domain,
M/S: Beto/Beckner requesting grand total with start up costs and annual/monthly fees thereafter. Beckner will be
getting another quote. Tabled until next meeting in February, 2023.
Roll Call Vote: Beckner — Aye; Beto — Aye; Barnett — Aye; Branchaud — Aye; — Marweg — Aye
Motion Passed Unanimously

11. FIRE DEPARTMENT
11.01 4 Calls for Service
11.02 Approval of Fire Officers — Fire Chief Chris Wiedenmeyer, Assistant Fire Chief James Kohler, Training
Officer Sean Osse, Second Captain Alex Molacek, Third Captain lsaac Svare
11.03 New truck will be needed in 2-3 years.
11.04 Grant for air packs and battery operated extraction tools received

M/S: Beto/Beckner motion to approve Fire Department report.
Roll Call Vote: Beckner — Aye; Beto — Aye; Barnett — Aye; Branchaud — Aye; — Marweg — Aye
Motion Passed Unanimously

12. CLERK TREASURER
12.01 League of Minnesota Cities is requesting additional coverage for water/sewer. Stephenson will ask Koehnen for
assistance in completing to gain more concrete estimate.
12.02 Stephenson requesting to start with vacation time.
12.03 Credit card opening with Bell Bank — cancelling
M/S: Branchaud/Becker motion to allow compensatory time to accumulate and use in place of vacation.
Roli Call Vote: Beckner - Aye; Beto — Aye; Barnett — Aye; Branchaud — Aye; Marweg — Aye
Motion Passed Unanimously
13. ATTORNEY
13.01 Roadline Agreement between Audubon Township and the City of Audubon. Township’s attorney rewrote in a
cleaner fashion. Township would be billing the City in 30 day terms.



13.02 Will continue to attend all meetings in person or Zoom.
M/S: Beckner/Branchaud motion to table until next month’s meeting while Patrick reviews.
Roll Call Vote: Beckner — Aye; Beto — Aye; Barnett — Aye; Branchaud — Aye; Marweg — Aye
Motion Passed Unanimously
14. UTILITY BILLING CLERK POSITION
14.01 Interviews done for Utility Billing Clerk position. Will be offered to Brianna Bly at $18/hour with an increase to
$18.43 after a favorable 6 month review. If Brianna declines, offer same to Maitlyn Berg.
M/S: Branchaud/Beckner motion to approve employment offer.
Roll Call Vote: Beckner — Aye; Beto — Aye; Barnett — Aye; Branchaud — Aye; Marweg — Aye
Motion Passed Unanimously
15. PUBLIC WORKS
14.01 Koehnen asking for review of compensatory time on weekends while doing rounds. Asking for 4
hours while on call. Stated he talked to Lake Park, Hawley and Callaway for review of their policies.
M/S: Barnett/Branchaud motion to check out other town policies and table to next month meeting discussion.
Roll Call Vote: Beckner — Aye; Beto — Aye; Barnett — Aye; Branchaud — Aye; Marweg - Aye

THESE MINUTES ARE TO BE APPROVED AT THE FEBRUARY 13, 2023 MEETING



